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Dedication

This work is dedicated to theuntold number of GLBT people who have
beenrejected, abusediormented and murdered in the name of the
L ORD and to those who have injuredthemselvesor taken their own
lives because othe pain from their victimization. The message of this
work is simple for those who are still alive: Take back your lives

through Jesus Christand be victorious. Today, in Christ, you canhave

new hopé
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Foreword

What a privilege it is for me tohave the opportunity towrite, revise and

editt he book version of AChristianity ar
New ThinkingforaNew Mi | | enni um! 0O agolmost twen
beganteaching a seminar and workshop on this topic through Christ

Evangelical Bible Insitute (CEBI) in Phoenix, Arizona. Theseminar

and workshop became so popular that | eventually received invitations

from churches throughout the USA and Canada to present it to their

congregations in order that they might better understand the scriptural

basis for the affirmation that God loves and accepts both heterosexuals

and homosexuals alike, without viewing one as better than the other.

In order to help meet the demand) ended up professionally videtaping

the seminar and workshop and offered the resulting thre@and-one-half

hourseres t hrough CEBI as both part of it
Homosexual ity ocecauseased asomadswaatbne basis

for those who were not interested in pursuingourse completion or

program certificates. Overall, the video tape series diduite well, not

only having sold throughout most of the United States budlso as far

away as Vancouver (British Colombia), London (England) and Harare

(Zimbabwe).

Though the video tapes were designed so that theguld be used

without ancillary materials, | also developed an accompanying
workbook and manual that provided pre-viewing activities, biblical
citations, and postviewing questions for each segment as well as
transcripts of the video tapes, edited to enhance comprehension, so that
students mightmore effectively study and better reflect onthe lessons
contained therein. To date, the complete packagé consisting of video
tapes, workbook and manual, and transcript®d has been used by many
students of the Bible in individual, small group, andvhole group
congregational study.
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Recognizing that it is time for new thinking and new ideas on the issue
of Christianity and homosexuality to be presented to a significantly
greater number of people for tis new millennium, | took all of my
previous writings and addtional notes and committed them to book
form in order to meet the everincreasing demandfor information on
this topic. It is important for more people to be exposed to this
information in order to better facilitate discussion,Christian dialogue
and debate, and eventualunderstanding and acceptance that
Christianity and homosexuality are, indeed, reconcilabléo one anothet

In short, | have written this book: 1) to help resolve conflict within
peoplas minds concerning the reconcilability ofChristianity and
homosexuality; 2) to better equip both heterosexuals and homosexuals
to combat tyranny from those who would try to rob homosexuals of
what is rightfully theirs through Christ Jesus (i.e., salvation, spiritual
power, peace, joy, faith, hope and loveand, 3) to bring more honor
and glory and praise to our Creator, Savior and Sovereign King, Jesus
Christ, by drawing more people closer to His crosand, thereby, closer
to each other

There are many homosexuals whose guilt has been etched deeplythsy
official positions of various Christian denominations, as well as many
homosexuals whose pain has been exacerbated by the unkindness shown
to them through the actions and reactions of churclgoers, including

family -of-origin members and longtime friends. It is my hope and

prayer that the seeming dilemma between homosexuality and

Christianity be resolved and that a higher spiritual understanding of
sexuality be settled within their minds, once and for all, both now and
throughout the rest of their earthly days.

This book alsoattempts to provide arationale for traditional churches
to become open, affirming and reconciling

1. To more effectivelyreach GLBT Christians and their loved ones
who have erroneously concluded that God does not desire to have
a relationship with them.

2. To more effectivelyreach nonchristians whobelieve that
accepting Christ is not an option for themor their loved ones

Copyright 2000, 2008, 2009y Joseph Adam Pearson, Ph.D.
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3. To better minister to GLBT people already in their congregations.

4. To more effectivelydemonstrate Christianlove and inculcate
morality throughout the whole population

5. To help activate andbetter utilize the spiritual gifts God has given
to GLBT people

From beginning to end, this book is meant to present a body of evidence

to Christian fijjurors 0 who have mostly, or only, heard thgrosecutions

side of the story | present thisbook as abody of evidencean defense of
reconciliation,d not HAreconciliationodo between s
blood of JesuChristd oes that) but Areconciliat:i
seeming incongruity of Christianity and homosexuality thatstill exists

today because otinchallengedtraditional thinking.
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Introduction

Historically Controversial Human Rights Issues

in the Christian Church

Over the centuries, there have been at least five major controversial
human rights issues that have developed in the Christian Church,
including:

1) Judaization and the rights of Gentiles;

2) Anti-Semitism and the rights of Jews;

3) Slavery and the rights of Blacks;

4) Female clergyand the rights of women; and,

5) Homosexuality and the rights of gays and lesbians.

Unfortunately, at different times in history, what many people have

done relative to these issues is to select out particular verses and
passages from the Bible to support less than whole and less than
circumspect views on Gentiles, Jews, Blacks, women, and homosexuals.
Have all such pegle been malicious and stupid?No. Many were welt
intentioned and earnest in trying to apply what theythought the L orD
God Almighty wanted them to believe and how He wantethem to
practice their faith.

To be sure, some readings of Scripture can result in two different
conclusions even among intelligent people of good will. However, it is
important to also remember that, although Christians of good will can

Copyright 2000, 2008, 2009y Joseph Adam Pearson, Ph.D.
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disagree on an inérpretation of Scripture relative to a serious issue,
they should still remain in fellowship as they await a more perfect and
complete understanding from their Lord.

Judaization ard the rights of Gentiles

Because the earliest converts to Christianity were Jews, many of them

struggled with the role of Gentiles in the church and the degree to which

they would be permitted to retain their nonJewish cultures, mores, and

customs. When the twelve Apostles wemsent out to preach, Jesus

himself gave them these instructonsi Do not go among t he
enter any town of the SamaritansGo r at her to the | ost s
(Matthew 10:5-6 NIV)

BecauseJesua | so taught that ndSahn¥%22ti on i s
KJV) many early Jewish converts to Christianity believed that in order

for Gentiles to bereceived into the body of Christ (i.e., the Church)

they would have to first convert to Judaism.

The Apostles hadalsohear d Jesus refego t(oi .Ge.ntil e
lawless pagans, barbarians, and idolaters). Consider what Jesus said

when the woman of Canaan had sought a healing frorhim for her

daughter. At first, Jesusignored her. However, after his disciples

asked him to make her stofpbothering them by sending her away

(Matthew 15:23), Jesusold her that he had been sent to the house of

| srael (Matthew 1ldogs@désamdsaiod to heae:
not fair to take the childrenés bread andthow it t o (Matthev dogs . 0O
15:26, RS)

Students of the Bible know that after the Canaanite womads
worshipful response to the Christ (Matthew 15:27), he healed the
daughter based on her motheis faith. So, too, today, Christians who
happen to be gay, lesbian, bisexual or transgendered are being hehle
by Christ Jesus, not of their sexual orientation or gender identification
but of the pain of rejection from their fellow Christians who think of

t hem as mode B nwhichasyo sdytejeales by God,
incapable of receiving salvation, and unable ttake a place among
Goddss elect.
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Early in Church history, the Apostle Peteralsobelieved that Gentiles

were unclean and impure. However, the Apostle Petavas thentaught

directly by God not to demean the people God dwoses to save. The

Apostle Peterwastold, A Do not <cal | anything I mpur
made cl ean. o (Acts 10:15b NI V) Lat er
revelation to Cornelius, a Gentile at whose house Peter had been invited

to stay:

AYou are well aware tbewto i s against
associatewith a Gentile or visit him. But God has shown
me that | should not call any man i

Acts 10:28 NIV

Even though our Lord had ministered to the Apostle Petepersonally
and directly when Peteriiff e | | I nt Actal0:10rN&hhee , O
eventually succumbed to his old way of thinking as well as to the peer
pressurefrom the legalists of his day.The Apostle Peter could not resist
the thinking that Christi an Gentiles needed to be fixedTo be sure

many other early Christianstried to impose Jewish traditionary and
customary laws on Gentile converts to Christianity, even going so far as
to convince them of the necedyifor all believers to follow Jewish
practices, including circumcision:

Some men came down from Judeeto Antioch and were
teachingt he br ot her s: AUnl ess you are ¢
according to the custom taught by Moses, you cannot be
saved. o
Acts 15:1 NIV

Then some of the believers who belonged to thany of the
Pharisees [i.e.extremelegd i st s] stood up and sai
Gentiles must be circumcised and required to obey the law
of Mo pracketsamine]
Acts 15:5 NIV

The Apostle Petets entrenchment inlegalism, nationalism, racism and
elitism eventually became so detrimentato the early Christian
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movementt hat the Apostl e Paul Aopposed hi
was clearly in the wrong. o0 (Gal atians

Today, Christians who happen to be gay, &bian, bisexual or
transgenderneed to oppose thos&ho are clearly in the wrong about
who they are and what they can do, or cannot do, in thedaly of Christ.

| believe that, just asthe Apostle Paul had to admonish the Apostle

Peteralmost 2,000 years agtor his unwillingness to fellowship with

GentleChri stians by telling Petep that fl
(Galatians 2:11) so, too, wouldhat Apostle rebuke the preachers,

pastors, teachers, evangelists and prophets of today for their

unwillingness to allow full participation and involvement by Clristian

GLBT people in the modern Church.

When the Apostle Paul described his evangelistic team as-letorers

with mainstream leadership in the Lord®s everso-great harvest field, he
acknowledged that the hardships they endured included being regarded
by the Church asfiimposterso even though they werdigenuineo  ( 2
Corinthians 6:8 NIV)

Although Paul was personally called byour Lord to be an Apostle,he

was regarded as suspect because he had not been discipled by Jesus

Christ when he was in the flesh.He was also suspect because he was

called to minister to Gentiles,whoweret he fAdogsoThef hi s da\
Apostle Paul was part of Gods elite and, yet, ke was often viewed by his

fellow church leaders, at best, as a second class citizen of the Kingdom

of God a, at worst, asno citizen at all.

Today, Christians who happen to be gay, &bian, bisexual or

transgendercan relate to how the Apostle Paul andik evangelistic

team members wereviewed two thousand years agoToday, we are:

1) rejected outright as imposters, even though we are genuine;

2) accepted by AChristiano denominat.i
authenticity and authority of Godé Holy, and only, written Word;

or, 3) assigned to second class citizenship within the local church,

permitted to sit in pews and donateour financial resources, but not

permitted to minister to others with our God-given, and unique, talents

and spiritual gifts.
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Anti-Semitism and the rights of Jews

Later, as Hellenist Christians gradually overtook Hebraist Christians in
number, there was a shift from the Judaization of Christianity to de
Judaization. In Qur Father Abraham: Jewish Roots of theChristian
Faith, Marvin R. Wilson notes:

Although a few Jewish Christians apparently still attended

synagogue in [St.] Jeromés day (ca. A.D. 400), the parting of

the way seems to have been largely finalized by around the

middle of the second century. Byhe time of Justin Martyr

(ca. A.D. 160) a new attitude prevailed in the Church,

evidenced by its appropriating the
this time, the Church had defined itself more in terms of

continuity with the Jewish people; that is, it wvas an extension

of Israel.!

Wilson traces how deJudaization gradually gave vay to anti-Judaism:

In the fourth century, when Constantine made Christianity the
official religion of the Roman empire, Jews experienced a
further wave of discrimination and persecution. They lost
many of their legal rights; they were not permitted to dwell in
Jerusalem or to seek converts. In 339 [A.D.] it was considered
a criminal offense to convert to Judaism. Several decades later
the Synod of Laodicea ruled agaist Christians feasting with
Jews, classifyinghose that did so as hereticsAround 380

[A.D.], Ambrose, bishop of Milan, praised the burning of a
synagogue as an act pleasing to G4d.

To be sure, Jesus addressed the Jews @ kday as illegitimateheirs to
the promise given to Abraham:

! wilson, Marvin R. Our Father Abraham: Jewish Roots of the Christian Faith William B.
Eerdmans Publishing Company, Grand Rapids, 1989, page 83. [brackets mine]
% |bid . page95. [brackets mine]
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Alf you wedBecAbltdhaem, 0 said Jesus, f
would do the things Abraham did. As itis, you are determined
to kill me, a man who has told you the truth that | heard from
God. Abraham did not do such thing. You are doing the
things your own father does. 0
John 8:3941 NIV

AYou belong to your father, the devi
outyourfatheré6 desire. o
John 8:44 NIV
AThe reason you do not hear is that
John 8:47 NIV

Yes, there is a rather sharp and bitter polemic against unbelieving Jews
in the Bible, but, when found, it is spoken or written by other Jews (i.e.,
those who believedn Christ). As such, it was a family fight.
Consequently, Gentiles should not take those passages and others like
them out of their historic context and use them to justify their own anti
Semitism.

It is recorded in Scripture that the chief priests andJewish elders

persuaded the crowd in Pontius Pilatés presence to ask for the prisoner

Barabbas to be released instal of Jesus and to demand Jes@s

execution. (Matthew 27:20)Finally, when Pilate washed his hands

concerning Jesuéfate, the Jewishcrowd who condemned Jesus then
responded, fLet his blood be on us an:¢
27:24)

Unfortunately, some nonmal Christians havedistilled from the Bible

the idea thatJews are Jesuskillers and used it as thei foundation for

anti-Semitism. However, true Christians should be strongly opposed to
anti-Semitism, sincethe family of Jehovah (Yahweh) includes our

brothers and sisters who happen to be Jews. (By extensidnso, too,

must seemingly antigay passages be interpreted in their histoci context

and never used to bash gay people by straight peopleBe reminded

that Athere is neither Jew nor Greek |
Christ Jesus. o0 (Galatians 3:28 NI V)

Copyright 2000, 2008, 2009y Joseph Adam Pearson, Ph.D.
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Slavery and the rights of Blacks

Relative to the issue of slavery anluman rights, students of the Bible
could look at different passages in Scripture, especially withithe fir st
five books of the Bible(Torah or the Pentateuch), tofind verses that
support slavery. For example:

Your male and female slaves are to come from the nations
around you; from them you may buy slaves. You may also buy
some of the temporary residents living among you and
members of their clans born in your country, and they will
become your property. You can will them to your children as
inherited property and can make them slaves for life, but you
must not rule over you fellow Israelites ruthlessly.

Leviticus 25:4446 NIV

If a man beats his male or female slave with a rod and the slave
dies asa direct result, he must be punished, but he is not to be
punished if the slave gets up after a day or two, since the slave
IS his property.

Exodus 21:2021 NIV

If a man hits his manservant or maidservant in the eye and
destroys it, he mustet the servant go free to compensate for
the eye. And if he knocks out the tooth of a manservant or
maidservant, he must let the servant go free to compensate for
the tooth.

Exodus 21:2627 NIV

It is absolutely phenomenal thabn the floor of the United States
Congress in he 1830s, 1840s and 1856sny congressmen werén
support of slavery. For example, on February 1, 1836, United States
Senator James Henry Hammond said the following on the ¢tise floor
concerning Black Americans

The doom of Ham has been branded on the form and
features of his African descendantsThe hand of fate has
united his color and destiny. Man cannot separate what

Copyright 2000, 2008, 2009y Joseph Adam Pearson, Ph.D.
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God hath joined?

In order to bolster their case that slavery should be the & of the land,
many electel representativesheld up passages like those previously
quoted from Leviticus and Exodus as well as those witen by the
Apostle Paul thatexpress higacit approval (or, seeming endorsement)
of slavery. For example the Aposte Paul stated:

nSlaves, obey your earthly masters in everything; and do it,

not only when their eye is on you and to win their favor, but

with sincerity of heart and reverence for the Lordo
Colossians 3:22 NIV

The burden of my argument is notto point out how horrible or immoral
slavery is. We already know that. Rather, it is to point out that, for the
majority of time that Christianity has been on the earth, there also has
been slavery and that many Christians either owned slaves themselves
or entirely condoned slavery, and that nowhere in Scripture are
Christians specifically forbidden from owning slaves.

This illustrates that a majority of Christians can bewrong a majority of
the time (ust as they have beemvrong about GLBT people).
Nonetheless, as the children of Gothature in Christ, each and every
Christian can come to a more enlightened moral understanding relative
to specific human rights issuesvolving Blacks (as well as GLBT

people)

Why should slavery not be the law of outand? Because it is
i nconsistent with the entirety of God:¢
preferred socioeconomic status athmakes no social distinction:

There is neitherJew nor Greek,slave nor free male nor
female,for you are all one in Christ Jesus.
Galatians 3:28 NIV [emphasis mine]

3 Miller, William Lee. Arguing About Slavery: The Great Battle in the United States Congress
Alfred A. Knopf, New York, 1996, page 139.
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Female clergyand the rights of women

Concerning female clergy, even in this day and age there are some
individuals who will not enter into a church where a woman is
preaching, because they feel that is against Gods Word and Will.
Often, to justify their position, they quote Bible passages such as the
following:

Women shouldremain silent in the churches. They are not
allowed to speak, but must be in submission, as the Law
says. If they want to inquire about something, they should
ask their husbands at home, for it is disgraceful for a
woman to speak in the church.

1 Corinthians 14:34-35 NIV

A woman should learn in quietness and full submission. |
do not permit a woman to teach or to have authority over a
man; she must be silent.

1 Timothy 2:11-12 NIV

Those who would quote such passages to support an afgminist
viewpoint fail to realize that the distinct separation of the sexes in the
Apostle Pauls day not only determined where women sat within the
synagogue but also curtailed their opportunities for educatiomnd
leadershipas well. Society was distinctly different thenlt was still a
mostly patriarchal, male-dominated and maledependent societyhat
had been born out of hunterwarrior days, when brute strength alone
provided the survival advantage and edgeHowever, things are much
different now.

Perhaps the unique cultual situation regarding women that Paul was
addressing in the previously quoted passages is no longer fully
understandable to us (many Bible references to situations and cultural
practices are no longer fully understandable). But, whatever he meant,
becau® Scripture cannot contradict Scripture, these difficult passages
must be interpreted in the light of other Bible passages, which indicate
parity of the sexes in Gods e/es (such parity discussethter in Chapter
One).
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To be sure, the Apostle Pads actud practice, which included an
extensive use of femaleo-workers in the gospel, as well as therhole
BibleG understanding ofhuman, as both male and female made in
Godé image must be factored in:

So God created man in hi®wn image, in the image of God
He created him; nale and female H created them.
Genesis 1:27 NIV

An enlightened view of gender includes an understanding of the
following Bible verse

[Christ Jesus said]iiWhen the dead rise they will neither
marry nor begiven in marriage; they will be like the angels
in heaveno

Mark 12:25 (NIV)

During the 1950s and 1960s, | regularlgttended the services of théhen

well-known Evangelist Kathryn Kuhlman , when she came to

McCormick Place Convention Centerin Chicago. Every time that | saw

her, she was flankd on the stage platform bymany seatednen from

the Full Gospel Businessmeais Association. She would say to the

audi ence, il know that some of you ar ¢
here instead of one of these me. (&he knew that there would be some

in the audience who would objecto having a female insuch a

prominent Christian leadershiprole) She woul d then say, 9|
speak through a donkey, then He certainly can speak through Klaryn

Kuh | ma n .was refgrri@ghteNumbers 22:2830, where it recounts

that the Angel of theLoRD spoke through Balaanis donkey)

God is not a sexist. God has no gender preference. Consider (iel
Testament roles of Miriam, Debord, and Huldah and the New
Testament role of Annaas well asother female prophets referred to in
the Holy Bible. Indeed, iithere is neitherJew nor Greek, slave nor free,
male nor female,for you are all one in Christ Jesu Gdlatians 3:28
NIV, emphasis ming As we build our own personaltheology based on
Scripture, we must remember to include all exceptions.
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Homosexuality and the rights of gays and lesbians

To be sure individual Bible verses have been used to foster
ethnocentrism, racism, and sexism.However, it should be clear tha
only half-truths are presented when the Bible is not taken in its entirety.
That is why, rather than building church doctrine upon only a few
selected verses, Christians need to hold the whole Bible while they
simultaneously attend to its various partsas they seelo understand the
fundamentals of their faith. They must understand that the Bible is a
divinely inspired book, and that there is a continuity in it unequaled and
unparalleled by any other book, especially when one considers the
numbers of individuals who wee involved in its production. It is only
when Scripture is taken in its entirety that one comes to a more perfect
and complete understanding of the whole truth on any particular topic
or issue.

OneGs approach to Bible study, interpretaton, and application needs to

be hermeneuticallysound if one is to derive and practice the truer, or

higher, meaning of Scripture. For the sake of clarification,

hermeneuticsi s herewith defined as fAthe sci
interpretation, especial y o f t “hireoth8riwdrds estudents of the

Bible must resist usirg only a few words or verses dbcripture to

represent the entirety of Gods Word, just as theyshould resist only

using a halftruth to represent the wholetruth : AStudy to show
approved unto God, a workman that needsot to be ashamed, rightly
dividingthewordoft r ut h. 6 (2 Ti mot hwdy2: 15 KJV)
involves time, effort and energy and a consistent interpretation based on

the entirety of Godds Wad.

If we selectively pull out a verse here or there, and build a theology
around it, we really are not bringing honor and glory and praise to the
LorD God Almighty. What we are doing is furthering a personald

and perhaps politicald agenda that camot be pleasing to theL ORD.
Such has been the case with Bible passages that have been used to
support Judaization, anti-Semitism, opposition to female clergy, slavery
and the general idea that one group of humabeings is superior to
another. Though | believe that the writing of the Bible was under holy
guidance (i.e., that it was authored by the Holy Spirit), | believe that

‘Websterds |1 New  Riversele Rublishing dinpary, 1884, dagy 577.
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dependence on some single verses or passages will lead to error in its
interpretation and application. While individual Bible verses gpress
absolute truth, they may not have universal application.

For example | believe that the secalled ficlobbero passages (i.e., Bible
verses that are commonly used against homosexuals to tell them that
their sexual orientation is an abomination to Godhave been
interpreted out of context, because their historical and literary contexts
are ignored. In other words, they have been interpreted witout

holding the whole Bible whilesimultaneously attending to its various
parts. This, of course, | will atempt to prove through careful analysis
and synthesis of those passages against their historical and literary
backdrops (i.e., their historical and literary contexts), which includes
understanding passages immediately adjacent to them as well as those
located in other parts of the Bible that provide insights to their
intended, as well as actual, meanir{g).
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Chapter One: The Seeming Dilemma

The God of the Bible is No Respecter of Persons

One of the things that the Lord has taught us through His Holy Word is

that He i s Ano respecter of persons.
used phrase in the King James Version of the BiblgSee Acts 10:34;

2 Samuel 14:14; 2 Chronicles 19:7; Roma2:11; Ephesians 6:9; and

1 Peter 1:17.) Ot her transl ations r
show favoritismo or that He has fAno
Godhead is not impressed by our outer human appearancéReally, the

Creator is not even impressed by our individual human personalitie¥.

As a trained biologist?’ | can attest that much of hunman personality is
biochemically-inclined, physiologically-predisposed, and
endocrinologically-predetermined. Indeed, geneticallydetermined
hormone levels impinge upon our brain and cause it tact and react the
way it does. That is one of the reasonthat children are so very much
like their parents relative to personality and temperament. More often
than not, adult children display virtually the same animated behavioral
profile, or lack thereof ( 1 . e . , A, &sltheit parantsf Regardtess,
in the final analysis, there should be no value judgment associated with
whet her someone has an fAani matedo or
really does not care. He understands that much of the human
personality ispredisposedand not chosen.

Instead, what God cares most about is what is within our individual
hearts. We find this as a good object lesson in 1 Samuel 161B. As

®B.S. and M.S. in Biology from Loyola University (Chicago), one year in a doctoral program in
Anatomy at the University of lllinois Medical Center, and one year in a doctoral program in Biology
and Biochemistry at the University of Chicago.My earned docbrate is a Ph.D. from Arizona State
University and is in Education with specialization in Language and Literacy.
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recorded there, the prophet Samuel evaluatedhe sonsof Jesse relative

to whom God was going to choose athe second king of the natiorof

Israel. As the first son, Eliab, passed by, Samuel looked at him and

said, A My is antintpiessive individual. Surely, this is the one whom

the LORDis goingtochoose! Mi s must be the )one! o (1
However, theL ORD respondedto Samuel by instructing him that He is

fino respecter of person®, and that He does not evaluate outward

expression as human beings evaluate it:

TheLorbsai d to Samuel , ADo not consi d
or his height, for | have rejected him. ThelLorD does not
look at the things man looks at.Man looks at the outward
appearance, butthedLorbl ooks at the heart. o
1 Samuel 16:7 NIV

In other words, the LORD looks at the inner core of an individual and

the intent of his or her heart. According to God, the true statureéd or,
measured of a person is determined by how much love is in his or her
heart. Itis very important for us to understand that our human person

Is merely an outward expression that mayr may not reflect our inner
core, attitude, or intent accurately. That is why God is not impressed by
our outward expression, and that is why Helsows no favoritism based
on it.

Indeed, aur physical appearance is not impressive to God. Our
personality is not impressive to Him. Additionally, He is not impressed
by our sexual orientation either. He does not really care about any of
these things, unless, of course, we anet acting in agodly manner in
relation to them, or we are not acting in keeping with what it is that He
would have us to do relative to them. To be sure, abuses related to our
physicality d such as vanity, seHoathing, deception (i.e., presenting
ourselves as other thn who or what we are), and sexual addictiond

are repugnant to theL ORD.

Human personhood includes outward expression, physical appearance,
genetic makeup, personality, and sexuality (i.e., sexual identity, sexual
orientation and, in the case of bisexual sexual preference). Spiritually
speaking,true manis really the expression, or person, of God, since,
collectively, we are thebody of His Christ. What | mean by the last
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statement is that, though we are noGod and can never be Gogwhen

we invite Him into our lives, and when He lives within us and we do His

Will, then He really is our true self. In other words, our true beingand

only real identity come from Him. As the Apostle Paul clearly stated, it

i's in God that dAwe | bgengnd MmMAvesahd: |
And, as John the Baptist declared whert
increase,butilmist decr ease. 0 Péadoxitally, iBisi3 0 KJ V)
losing ourselves to Him that wefind ourselvesin Him .

An Enlightened View of Gender

We need to come to a better understanding or, an enlightened view
d of gender, which includes understanding these two verses from the
Bible:

There is neitherJew nor Greek, slave nor freemale nor
female for you are all one in Christ Jesus.
Galatians 3:28 NIV [emphasis mine]

When the dead rise, they will neither marry nor be given in
marriage; they will be like the angels in heaven.
Mark 12:25 NIV °

Ultimately, God does not evaluate us in terms of our physicakality.

To be sure, He is aware of who and what we are, but He does not
evaluate us on the basis of features or characteristics that have neutral
value. He doe®valuate us in terms of our reactions to our environment
and earthly circumstances. More importantly, however, as Christians
the LORD looks at the righteousness that has been imparted to us
through the blood of His Son, our Lord and SavioyJesus Christ.

As attesed to inMark 12:25 (previously quoted), when we go to heaven,

we are not going to be gendered males or females. Rather, we will be

Al i ke t heeaanegne.los iOif the nmindg becagsead o ggl e s
human beingswe have a tendencyto think only in terms of images and

allusions that relate to human referent® or, in other words, in terms

b See alsdMatthew 22:30 and Luke 20:3536
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that relate to what we now see and with which we are currently
familiar. Of course, such thinking is understandable, but we really do
need to elevate outhinking by focusing on things supernal:

Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your
hearts on things above, where Christ is seated at the right
hand of God. Set your minds on things above, not on
earthly things. For you died, and your lifeis now hidden
with Christ in God. When Christ, who is your life, appears,
then you also will appear with him in glory.

Colossians 3:34 NIV

Let me ask this of you:In the reality of God, are we spiritual beings or
physical beings? In 1 Corinhians 15:4350KJV, we read:

And as we have born the image of the earthy, we shall also
bear the image of the heavenly. Now, this | say, [brothers
and sisters], that flesh and blood cannot inherit the
kingdom of God; neither doth corruption inherit
incorruption. [brackets mine]

To be sure, the testimony of the whole Bible is that human beings are
both spiritual and physical. However,what we now wear isa

corruptible body, & a body that perishes. But, one day we will have a
new body,d a body that is incorruptible and that does not perish.

And, that body will be glorious, for we shall be wearing the glory, or
brightness, of God (i.e.we will be reflecting His glory)!

| believe very strongly in the triune nature of God: God the Father God

the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. As | have searched the Scriptures, |

find everything that points to that particular doctrine being sound as

well as providing a solid foundation for understanding the one

Godhead. Some people misinterprethe phrasesi God t he Fat her , ¢
AGod the Son, o0 and AGod the Holy Ghost
polytheistic, because they worship three gods. That could not be farther

from the truth. All authentic Christians believe in one Godregardless

of semanticsor how they express their beliefs.
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I al so believe that there is a t
createdo collectively and indiuvi
each i1 ndividual consists of Aspi

5:23 NIV)

Thomas L. Constable, Professor of Bible Exposition at Dallas
Theological Seminary, defines this threefold nature as follows:

The spirit is the highest and most unique part of man that
enables him to communicate with God. Thsoulis the part
of man that makes him conscious of himself; it is the seat of
his personality. Thebody, of course, is the physical part
through which the inner person expresses himself and by
which he is immediately recognized.

So, the body is the form in which the individual takes shapé& that is,

t he p eappeavancg.sWe know what shape we are in right now (i.e.,
how we presently appear), but we do not yet know vét we will look

like in heaven. In response to the questiomf our heavenly appearance,
the Apostle John wrote:

Dear friends, now we are the children of God, and what we
will be [i.e., look like] has not yet been made known. But we
know that when he [Christ Jesus] appears, we shall bigke
him, for we shall see hinas he is.[brackets mine]

1 John 3:2 NIV

In other words, one daywe will have a glorious body ancheavenly form
just as our Lord and Saviornow has a gloriousbody and heavenly form
In this way, we await the redemption of our bodies:

The creation waits in eager expectation for the [children] of
God to be revealed. For the creation was subjected to
frustration, not by its own choice, but by the will of the one
[i.e., God] who subjected it, in hope that the cration itself

"Constabl e, Thomas L TheBible Khiméedge Gdmmentargby Johnd. | n
Walvoord and Roy B. Zuck (eds.), Victor Books, USA, page 710.
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will be liberated from its bondage to decay and brought into
the gloriousfreedom of the children of God. We know that
the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of
childbirth right up to the present time. Not only so, but we
oursdves, who have the firstfruits of thefHoly] Spirit,
groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for our adoption as
[children], the redemption of our bodies. [brackets mine]
Romans 8:2024 NIV

A few verses farther Scripture states that Gods servantsare
Apredestined to be conformed to the 11
That is exciting! Praise the Lord! Praise God that we have this to look

forward to!

God relates to His people in terms they can understand. The invisible
God does not have a gnis and testes In all probability, He presented
Himself to primitive people in masculine terms so that they (wheasily
understoodthe concept ofbrute strength) might better relate to His
power and might. My point in this sectionis that God is not aggender
focused as we happen to be.

Organized Religion

To date, organized religion has really served as a stumbling block,
hindering many homosexuals from coming to terms with the Creator as
well as coming to an understanding of who the Creat is asour Father
through His only-begotten Son, ou.ord and Savior Jesus Christ. This
stumbling block exists in contemporary Christianity, in particular, but
also in Judaism as well, though it has been less difficult for many Jews
to reconcile their religion with homosexuality. For example, in the
December, 1993 issue d@ible Review, Rabbi Jacob Milgrom provides
us with one Judaic perspective of the prohibition of samsex activity, as
recorded in Leviticus 18:22, in his articleent t | ed, fidlkoes t he B
Prohibt Ho mosexual ity?o

From the Bible we can infer the following: Lesbians,
presumably half of the worldés homosexual population, are
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not mentioned [in Leviticus 18:22]. More than ninety-nine
percent of the gays, namely noldews, are not addressed.
This leaves the small number of male Jewish gays subject to
this prohibition. If they are biologically or psychologically
incapable of procreation, adoption provides a solution [to
compensate for any loss of their seed].

Rabbi Milgrom adds this footnote to his work:

It is true that some rabbis would include homosexuality

under the Noachide Laws, binding on all humanity, but this

Is a later interpretation, not the plain meaning of the

biblicaltext.’ [ i Noachi de Lawso are | aws in
through the time of Noah.]

To be sure, Rabbi Milgrom does not take into consideratiothe Christian
per spect i v gacdfliféistas vl ab Supersgdes theaw of
Moses, nor does he take into account the role that male temple cult
prostitution played in causing theL orRD God Almighty to originally
institute the Levitical prohibition against samesex behavior. (Male tempé
cult prostitution, Levitical Law a n d G oadedndl begtreated in
Chapters Two and Three.) Additionally, keep in mind that in Judaism
there are Orthodox and Conservative perspectives as well as Reform
perspectives, and that | do not mean to sygst that all three are capslized
by Rabbi Milgrom & comments.

Concerning Christian perspectives, the Roman Catholic Church has

historically taken the hard-line stance that sexuality is for procreation and

procreation alone. Thus, the Roman Catholic Church isopposed to

masturbation, birth control, and homosexual acts, because they do not

serve a reproductive purpose or process
Pastoral Care of Homosexual Persons, 0O
Doctrine of the Faith statesfmushbet t he h
seen as an o b jwhichtof couese, dim cordradstmatian to(

the prevailing psychiatric and psychologic view). Nevertheless, in a 1975

—

8Mi l grom, Jacob. fADoes t he BBildelRevie®W Derédmibdr 1993, pagemo s e x ual i
11. [brackets mine]
? Ibid , page 11.[brackets mine]
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document , entitled ADecl aration on Cert
Et hi cs, 0 t bneearli@opuatdorthetlg adeaithat, for some

Il ndi vidual s, homosexuality i s an Ainnat
that those two words araused in that document, and that, despite their

use, homosexuality is stilateondemnedt o

to its logical conclusion, one should recognize that God woutwbt condemn
people for a condition with which they have been born. Indeed, such a
position isnot only contradictory, it is illogical as well

Although in many ways Roman Cathalkcism has distanced itself from
homosexuals, and many homosexuals have felt unwelcome in its churches,
it really has not been responsible for the extreme activism against
homosexuality that has been demonstrated by many Protestant sects and
denominations,especially through secalled evangelical fundamentalists.
Now, | consider myself a fundamentalist in many ways. And, | consider
myself an evangelical. However, the wortundamentalism has taken on
such a negative connotation relative to the Religious Rig, and its
Insistence on certain exclusionary views, that | often prefer the word
foundationalism over fundamentalism. To me, a Christian
fifoundationalisto is someone who has the fouradion for his or her belief-
system in the Bible, not only believinghe Bible to be the inspiredwritten
word of God (and acting as such but also holdingthe whole Bible and its
entire message while simultaneously attending to its various parts. To be
sure, this holistic approach must be taken to discern the truths nesgary
for building sound and solidpersonal theologies as well ashurch

doctrines.

Although Roman Catholicism may view homosexuals as incurably
disordered, many fundamentalists would view homosexuals as depraved
heterosexualqi.e., perverted versions of50d& standard) who can and
should be cured. Since they do not quite understand us as homosexuals,
they end up thinking that our basic nature is heterosexual and, for that
reason, needing to be cured. Wheyou think about the sacalled ex-gay
movement,it really was not born out of Judaism or Roman Catholicism
but, rather, out of Protestantism. Those who have bought into the notion
of our heterosexual conversion think that they can fix us or make us
Awhol ed through such t hionagtlseragys aver si on
prayer, and reeducation as well as special opportunities for parental figure
nurturing and bonding.
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Obviously, heterosexuals who view homosexuals perverted versions of
Godés standard have not walked in our shoes. The overwhelming majority
of homosexuals would tell them (if they would only ask us) that as we were
devel oping, maturing, and figrowing up, O
be like them. Why? Because no one would actually choose to be despised
or looked at as depraved and pervaed. Nobody wants to be rejected by
the majority of society. And, even though other people have been
oppressed and rejected, | believe that there is an extra burden for
homosexuals, because, for example, though ethnic and racial minorities
often experierce rejection from a dominant group, they can generally turn

to their own families to nurture and support them. For many

homosexuals, such support is simply not available. To be sure, madyif

not mostd homosexuals have been rejected even by their ndamily
members. My own parentsejected me, and | certainly am not an
exception.

And, so, the advice | share with thosef you who may have homosexual
family members is that you need t@ccept them for who and what they

are, continue to love them, anderve as a support system for them.
Without the support of family -of-origin members, many homosexuals have
taken their own lives, because they could not bear the emotional and
mental pain from the rejection of those they loved as well as those whose
love they desired and needed.

| am sixty-two years of age athe time of this writing (2009), and | have

been socialized by gay and lesbiaculture (lamnots ayi ng dl i festyl e
A c u | ot)lhawe known gay and lesbian people for over 4¥years.

Unfortunately, | have known several people who haveommitted suicide

especially those who found the rejection bgheir family members to be

much too greatan emotional painto endure andburden to bear.

Certainly, | believe that there is individual responsibility for such acts of

desperation, but | also believe there is societal and familial responsibility

as well. And, I believe that many people will be asked by our Lord and

Savi or , 0 VWhepthese pkoplke som MeWhy did you hinder

them from approaching My cross? Why did you not shag the Gospel with

them in nonjudgmental, noncondemning, and loving was? 0 | think it
be very difficult for those who hear such questions at Gad judgment seat

(or, AGreat {ubanswerinfalwayavithevbich they

themselves will be pleased, let alone olWORD.

9 Revelation 20:11, King James Version
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Previously, Christian gays and lesbians who wanted to attend church had
only two options: Either they could go to a church that accepd them
because it watered down Scripture due to theological liberalism; or, they
could go to a church which threatened expulsion if they were honest about
who they really are. Today, Christian gays and lesbians need to attend
churches whosespiritual culture and climate areconducive to personal
growth without compromising the gospel messagd.am hopeful that such
communities of faith will continue todevelop during this third millennium
after the birth of Jesus Christ.

The Need for Healing Honophobia

Homophobia is the fear and/or hatred of homosexuals. Sometimes
homophobia is based on ignorance. Sometimes it is based on malice.
And sometimes it is based on inner fears of being gay and not being
willing to be identified as such.What follows is a short quiz for
homosexuals that might help thendetermine if they themselves are
homophobic (Figure One).

Quiz for Homosexuals

1. Do you think that it is better when gays and lesbians are
mor e MAstr gl gohetc aaucstei mgnen s
Awom&moul d be women?o

2. Do you cringe when a gay or lesbian character is shown «
TV or in a movie?

3. Do you wish you were not gay or leshian?
4. Do you pretend that you are straight?

5. Do you only desire to have shared sexual experiences wi
others of thesame sex and not shared companionship?

6. Are you afraid that others will reject you if they find out
that you are gay or lesbian?
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7. Do you purposely refrain from speaking with a gay or
lesbian person in a work setting or public fpace, because
others might concludethat you are gay?

8. Do you have indiscriminate sex with others?

A fiyeso to one oeghtooestioas siobild t
indicate to a homosexual that he or she may be harboring
homophobic attitudes or exhibiting signsand symptoms of
homophobia.

Figure One

It is no wonder that homosexuals become sdlbathing due tosocial
pressure andsocietal homophobia. To b sure, it is all right to not want
to suffer emotional pain from rejection, victimization, harassmentand
persecution because of orge sexual orientation. However, it is not all
right & from the standpoint of ond&s own personal emotional health
and wellbeingd to wish not to be homosexual when one i8Ve should
not desire to change a trait that should b viewed as blameless as skin
color or as neutral as right or left-handedness. In fact, homosexuals
should celebrate that their sexual orientation contributes to their
uniqueness, since God foreknew what they would be:

For you created my inmost being, yo knit me together in my
motherG womb. | praise you because | am fearfully and
wonderfully made; your works are wonderful, | know that full
well. My frame was not hidden from you when | was made in the
secret place. When | was woven together in the depths of the
earth, your eyes saw my unformed body. All the days ordained
for me were written in your book before one of them came to be.
Psalm 139:1316 NIV
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With regard to additional possible causes, homophobia is sometimes
manufactured as a means for going along with the crowd, @ in the
case of certain televangelists and politiciand as a rationale for asking
for money from the aowd. Yes, homophobia has become a political
agenda, because it is a monayaker. From World War Il up through
most of the 1980s, two of the biggest monayaking issues that drew
huge financial support, especially for the ministries of many
televangeliss, werel) communism and2) homosexuality.

As communism fell, televangelists lost one way to pull in money from
viewing audiences, who were made to fear communigmpotential
encroachment, terror, and threat looming on the horizon. However,
after the fall of communism, the issue of homosexuality still remained,
and that became a convenient agenda for many public figures who
wanted to enlarge their power base and increase their financial
resources. | would submit to you that some people understand and eve
accept homosexuality and, yet, would speak out against it pretentiously,
because speaking out furthers their own personal political agendas and
increases their public support

People who fear and/or hate homosexuals need to understand that
sexual behawor (i.e., the sexual act) does not determine who is straight
or gay. Not all people who have had a sexual experience with the
opposite sex are straight. Not all people who have had a sexual
experience with the same sex are gay. Not all people who areagjht
have had a heterosexual experiencéAnd not all people who are gay
have had a homosexual experience.

Behavior does not make a person gay, just as it does not make a person
straight. Just as one could be a heterosexual and remain celibate, so
alsocould one be a homosexual and never act on his or her sexual
orientation. Indeed, one could even be involved in sargex behaviors
and still be heterosexual. For example, some individuals in prison are
involved in samesex behaviors though they are ddifitely not

homosexual. Also, many homosexuats especially from my generation

d got married in order to help avoid the emotional pain from the social
stigmatization of being homosexual. Even though they lived as
heterosexuals, they ceainly were not heterosexuals.
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It is my hope that, eventually, society comes to understand that

homosexuald o es not mean Aonesevhobemaywaig@rss .i
To be sure, the perspective | share is in agreement with that expressed

by the American Psychological Associatio, whi ch st at es: nSe
orientation is different from sexual behavior because it refers to feelings

and selfconcept. Persons may or may not express their sexual

orientation in theirbehav i ot s . o

Overall, Asexual ori erdeésaibei ono i s a bet
homosexud i ty than AseRBGakupteperércenoeod
choice and, for most homosexuals, there is no choice concemithmeir

particular orientation. The only time a samesex relationship is a choice

Is when a bisexual decides to &eely, and exclusively, seek a companion

of the same sex. For people who are gay, and not bisexual, the only

choice involved in their sexual orientation is whether or not to act on

their natural desires. And, seeking samsex companionshipand

intimacy for gay people is just @ natural as seeking oppositesex

companionshipand intimacy is for straight people.

In a publication from the Oregon Psychological Association (also

published and distributed by the Arizona Psychological Association),

the following st at ement i s made in response |t
homosexual orientation a choice?0o0

Research indicates that sexual orientation is not a choice and
cannot be changed for mospeople. Sexual orientation
involves much more than performing sexual actslt involves
powerful inner feelings, selfconcept and social identity.

Psychologists generally agree that people who accept and
integrate their sexual orientation (accept and act in accord
with their inner feelings) are psychologically better adjusted
then those who dod. Thus, homosexuallyoriented people
can refrain from acting upon their feelings and from letting

“"§Answers to Your Question About Sexual Orientation &

Psychological Association, 750 First Street NE, Washington, DC 2008242
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others know of their sexual orientation, but only at a
substantial cost to their personal well being?

True heterosexuals would not thinkof changing their sexual orientation,
because they cannot. So, too, true homosexuals should not think of
changing their sexual orientation. Unfortunately, however, because of
the prejudices and biases of a society whose majority is heterosexual,
many hamosexuals end up closeting themselves and pretending (and
even longing) to be heterosexual.

It is unfortunate that many homosexuals have accepted the shame and
guilt assigned to them by society. This shame and guilt causes them to
feel less than whole ath often act in terms of a splitconsciousness.

Homosexual people need to have more positive gay role models after

whom they might pattern their thinking, feeling, and behavior. As log

as society enforcef d @ ask, doni tell, don@-bey o ur s edies,gayp o | i
people will continue to suffer, and even die, needlessly.

Unfortunately, the victims of homophobia are not only gay people.
They also include homophobes as well. Hate is an insidious thing that
0 regardless of the outward damage it may do tothersd helps to kill
the inner self of those who permit it access to their hearts, minds and
souls. In the final analysis, it is somewhat queer to me that so many
have abandoned the foundational Christian principle of love in order to
judge and condemnothers based on traits and characteristics about
which they know so little. Perhaps one way that homophobia proves
that some people are not yet really born of God is through the hate and
fear from the homophobes themselvesUnfortunately, homophobia
often reproduces itself. Fortunately, there is a cure for homophobia

25Answers About Homosexuality,o prepared by the Oregoc

distributed by the Arizona Psychological Association, 202 East McDowell Road, Suite 170, Phoenix,
Arizona, 85004
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Deviations from the Norm

On a number of occasions, | have heard the following statement uttered

by so-called Christian fundamentalists to combat the possible social
acceptanceohomosexual ity: AGod made Adam art
and Steve.o The i gnorance of that st
Christian and as a biologist. Because it is simplistic and reductionist,

the statement fails to take into consideration the multivariate natre of

this world. It fails to take into consideration that there might be a third

kind or gender, not neuter but Agay. o

Many unusual phenomena related to sexual identity occur within the

natural world. For example: 1) Certain avians and fish undergo

spontaneous sex reversals and are even capable of reproduction in their

newfound gender. 2) Various unfertilized insect eggs develop into

mal es. 3) The females of specific 1)
chromosomes and t he mal-fensale ppeceesad ss i XX.
fish has been discovered, the Amazon molly, whose eggs develop

through parthenogenesis (stimulation of ova without the customary

fusion of male and female cells). And, most importantly, 5) a wide

range of human intersexuality exists thafits on a continuum between

normal male and female sexual identitiesnormal used rere in the sense

of @A popnuolrantedbdo,ndit hat which occurs most

The issue of human sex identity is a complex one. There are many
legitimate questions rgarding the genetic (or, chromosome) status,
phenotypic (or, anatomic) status, psychological (or, gender
identification) status, and sociological (or, sociebassigned) status of sex
identity. In humans, sex identity may be determined by chromosome
compostion (generally, XX for female and XY for male). However,
genetic testing is not always the best indicator of sex. Why? There are
a fair number of individuals who fall into intersex categories. For
instance: 1) those with abnormal chromosome compossin or genetic
code variances; 2) genetic males who differentiate into anatomic females
due to androgen inaction or insensitivity; and, 3) genetic females who
differentiate into anatomic males because of exposure to abnormally
high amounts of androgens eithr in utero from their motherso
hyperactive adrenal glands orpost partumfrom their own hyperactive
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adrenal glands. (See Appendix A for a more detailed classification of
intersexuality.)

Perhaps you have heard or read that the basic human form iemale.

That is not entirely true or accurate. What is true is that it is virtually

impossible to determine the sex of a developing human embryo five

weeks after conception. At that stage, external genitals include an
undifferentiated glans area that wll eventually become the penis in a

male or the clitoris in a female. Undifferentiated labioscrotal swellings

on either side of a general opening known as a urethral groove will

either eventually fuse on the midline to form the scrotum in a male or
remansepar ate as they develop into the
female.

At five weeks after conception, internal genitalia include

undifferentiated sex glands (gonads) that will develop into testes in a
male or ovaries in a female. In the case of aanatomic male, the testes
usually make their descent into the scrotal sac from one to three months
before birth. Internal genitals in the five-weekold developing XX or

XY embryo also include two sets of tubes: 1) the paramesonephric or

M llerian ducts and 2) the mesonephric or Wolffian ducts. In the case
of most developing males, the paramesonephric ducts degenerate and
the mesonephric ducts develop into the vasa deferentia (s. vas deferens)
or ducti deferentia (s. ductus deferens), the major sperfarrying tubes
that connect the testicles to the urethra. In the case of most developing
females, the mesonephric ducts degenerate and the paramesonephric
ducts develop into the Fallopian tubes (oviducts or uterine tubes) as well
as the uterus.

The externaland internal changes described in the previous paragraphs
are all mediated by various genes which trigger the release and/or
inhibition of various sex steroid hormones and enzymes that convert
inactive sex steroid hormone forms into active forms. In deveping
males, one of the most important regulating genes in the processes
described is known as the SRY gené, the socalled Sexdetermining
Region of the Y chromosomé? In developing males, this gene triggers a

B¥Haggetal. fiMol ecul ar Basis of Mammal i an (fearual Det er mi n
I nhi biting Substance ScemnceVolEimeR66december, 1994, pa§eR Y494
1500.
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cascade of events between the fourth anéwenth weeks after
conception that results in the production of testosterone by the sex
glands as they begi to differentiate into testes. Without the production
of testosterone, or its conversion into a special active form known as
dihydrotestosterone, nternal and external genitals simply would not
virilize & which is to say, they would remain somewhat ambiguous,
resulting in indeterminate primary and secondary sexual
characteristics. (Primary sexual characteristics are those with which
you are born, ard secondary sexual characteristics are those that you
begin developing at the onset of puberty

Generally, the SRY gene is found on the short arm of the Y
chromosome in a developing Y sperm. However, sometimes it
translocates (fragments and moves) anends up spliced to an X
chromosome in a developing X spermWhen it is missing from the Y
chromosome of a sperm that has fertilized an egg, the resulting XY
individual generally develops a feminine anatomic form. When it has
translocated and is on the Xchromosome of a sperm that has fertilized
an egg, the resulting XX individual usually develops a male anatomic
form (provided succeeding events, which the SRY gene initiates,
proceed as they normally would). Hence, intersexuality includes XY
females and XX males as well as individuals with ambiguous external
and/or internal genitalia.

Since as many as 0.1% of the population fall intsmtersex status

categories:* there may be more than six million people on earth whose

sexual identities are in question using one basis for classification or

another. Si nce these people are not dAreal o
definition of Areal 0 hesumethHatantetsexi N qu e ¢
individuals were not created by God? No. We should never use: 1) the

presence, absence, or size of external genitalia; 2) numbers and kinds of
chromosomes; 3) sex hormone blood levels; or, gieletomuscular

di mensi ons tlow areas sainfdy Afrreead 0 wo men .

Though sex identity is not equivocal to sexual preference (however,
from a statistical standpoint, the two are positively correlated), the point
| am trying to make is that not all things are as black and white as some

“YWil son, Jean D., M.D. #fSex TJousaloftheAmerican Medicad r nat i onal
Association Vol. 267, No. 6, 1992, page 853
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Christian fundamentalists would like them to be. Today, within the

biological community there is legitimate debate about the biological

basis of homosexuality in the light of recent scientific work:1) that

correlates sexual orientation in maleso a locus on the Xchromosome?!®

2) that links brain morphology and sexual orientation?® and, 3) that

demonstrates statistical significance in favor of a genetic contribution to

sexual orientation usingidentical and fraternal twins.'” Thus, it is more

than likely that someseemingly unnatural and sinful behaviors
(Aunnatural o and Asinful o from the st :
Fundamentalism) are actually part of nature. Can we assume that God

made only some people and not others?
made Adam and Eve buinot Adam and Stevgnor Adaand Evg? 0 No ,

simply stated, God created all of humanity.

In our discussion of what is natural (i.e., what occurs in nature), | will
digress a little and share this anecdote with you:

My grandmother had a chicken farm and,on that farm, as a child, |
noted that once in a while there was a rooster who warddo be a
brooding hen. What he would do was bother the hens, trying to steal
their eggs so he could sit on them. Because the hens usually would not
allow that to happen,he would end up finding a nice smooth stone
somewhere to sit on. Also, | noted within the coop that, once in a great
while, there would be a hen that was transformed into a rooster. Later,
in my biological studies | came to understand that, though everyen

has two gonads (i.e., the two sex glands that are specialized as ovaries in
most female animals), only the right gonad in the hen is differentiated
into an ovary while the left gonad remains undifferentiated. Later on in
the hends life, if the right gonad is destroyed by a disease process, then
the left gonad can either develop into an ovary or a testis. If it develops
into a testis, the hen becomes transformed into a fulfunctioning

rooster, which is even @pable of fertilizing eggsproduced by tre other
chickens thatwere born hens.

5 Hu, Stellaet al. ALinkage between sexual orientation and chr
f e ma INatwe Genetics1l1l, November 1995, pages 24556.

¥Lavay, Si mon. ABrain Structure Differenbtlev Bet ween He
England Journal of Medicine, Vol. 162, Issue 9, 1995, pages +457.

YWhitam, Frederick L, Milton Diamond, and James Mart.i

Report on 61 Pairs Arohives oftfSexeabBetavior ol 22,tNo. S,eNobvember 3,
1993, pages 18206.
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In order to be a hermaphrodite from a human standpoint, one must
have at least some functioning testicular tissue as well as some
functioning ovarian tissue. It does not matter what other body parts the
individual has, or does not have; as long as these two criteria are met,
then the person is considered a true hermaphrodite. Additionally, there
are individuals who might appear to be hermaphrodites but are actually
pseudohermaphrodites

Interestingly, there is onegroup of pseudohermaphrodites (known as
guevodocesn Spanish), who, because they are born appearing as if they
are anatomic females are raised and socialized as females; however, at
the time of puberty, testosterone surges within them, eventusll
transforming them into anatomic males. Perhaps the most curious

thing is that, although these individuals have been socialized as females,
many of them end up functioning as males within society an@thering
children. Again, the point | am trying to make is that sexual identity is
not as simple as many people would have us beliew&lso, it is

important to note that, in this case, nature takes precedence over
nurture.

There really is no good legal definition ofjender. Certainly, one cannot
define a male asomeone having two testes. Does that person stop being
a male if he must have a bilateral orchiectomy (both testes removed)
because of cancer? Should that person no longer be considered a male?
No, I think you see how ridiculous that would be. Doeswoman who

has had a total hysterectomy stop being female? No, from a biological
standpoint, maleness or femaleness is first and foremost a state of mind.

So much of who we are, and what we are, is provided to us by the brain.
Indeed, this particular organ is actually the primary sexual organ.
Naturally, sexual differences exist within the brain as a result of varying
hormone levels. And hormones impinge upon both the structural and
functional development of the brain. For example, it is well known
within the scientific world that a high concentration of androgens

(which category of hormones includes both testosterone and
dihydrotestosterone) tends to suppress the development of the left
cortex of the brain during embryonic and fetal development in mals,
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contributing to population differences between males and females in
languaging abilitiesand spatial conceptualization®

Surprisingly, eventhesec al | ed fimal eo and Af emal eo
categories are misnomers, because both males and females produce both
androgens and estrogens. It is the relative proportions of these two

categories of hormones that differ and not so much theormone

categories themselves. Generally speaking, in the adult human

population, 90% of the sex steroids in males are androgens and 10% are

estrogens; concomitantly, 90% of the sex steroids in females are

estrogens and 10% are androgens; J u st agse nida nidsr oa cat ego
sex steroid hormones, s ofsexstaeamd, i s fAesH
hormones i n c |-estdhdliah gstrame, and estriol.)

Substantial scientific investigation has been conducted to elucidate the
complex differences between maleand females relative to hormones
and brain functioning. Yes, hormones act upon our development.
Beginning the fourth week after conception and continuing through the
seventh week, a cascade of hormones kicks in, causing a rather unisex
looking little embryo to begin manifestly changing from the fifth
through eighth weeks either into the male anatomic form or continuing
on (in what might appear to some as the female anatomic form.
However, not only is the appearance of external genitals determined
hormonally, brain morphology (i.e., brain structure) is also determined
by the presence or absence of the same sex steroids and their varying
levels as well as relative proportions. And, because these hormones
greatly impact on our mental and emotional develoment, they
influence the development of gender identity and sexual orientation
during embryonic and fetal life. The evidence leads one to conclude
that how we view ourselves and how we evaluate others as potential
sexual partners and spousal companions [sologically predetermined
through hormones.

In a 1995issue ofDevelopment Psychologpne article states that for
some women who took diethylstilbistrol (DES), a synthetic form of
estrogen that was once used to help stabilize pregnancy, there is a

BKi mura, Doreen. fSex BdehtificeAmerican, S8epternbar 1997, pageBlR4a i n . o
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greater incidence of lesbianism within their daughters? That is not to
say that all lesbianism is the result of DES. Rather, there may be some
contributing factors to sexual identity and sexual orientation relative to
even maternal hormones that are beingroduced or artificially
administered during pregnancy. The authors emphasize:

Many investigators see the sex hormones as the likely major
biological factor in the development of sexual orientation
because sex hormone action underlies [early] sexual
differentiation and the development of the secondary sex
characteristics. As studies of the association of systemic sex
hormone levels during adolescence and adulthood with sexual
orientation have yielded largely negative results, especially in
men, most of the psychoendocrine research on homosexuality
is currently focused on prenatal hormoneg?

Despite some recent scientific breakthroughsn many wayswe still live

in a medieval world and scientific explanations for the causes of sexual
identity and sexual orientation will not be worked out easily or quickly.
Personally, | believe that what happened in my own development is that
certain hormones kickedin during embryonic and fetal life, which
hormones contributed not only to my outward appearance but also to
the anatomy and physiology of my braind which, in turn, contributed

to the formation of my ownneural grids for personal genderndentity

and sexual orientation within my fetal brain. (Such neuranatomic brain
fabrics, or Agrids, o0 determine how we
Consequently, I am homosexual. Interestingly, though I did not have
the terminology to describe my innermost feelingghen, | viewed myself
as homosexual as a prepubescent child, even as early as six or seven.

What makes you personally heterosexual or homosexual, | do not know.
| think it is possible that the cause may vary for different individuals.
Perhaps there aresome cases that are environmentalligaused, some
psychologicallycaused, others geneticallyand/or hormonally-caused.
However, with some psychotherapeutic exceptions, | do not think that

Meyer-Bahlburg, Heinoetal. fiPrenat al Estrogens and the Devel opme
Or i ent Bdvelopmental Psychology31, 1995, pages 121.
% |bid ., page 12. [brackets mine]
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the causs should really matter. Rather, what | do think should matter
Is that no one become enslaved to sexuality or to fears concerning it.

So, there still remains a dilemma, then, for many people who are
Christian, who would like to be Christian, or who would like to continue
in their Christianity, relative to the issue of homosexuality. To them,
our anomalous condition (i.e., homosexuality) is considered sinful,
perverted, and disgusting. Additionally, they believe that our condition
Is considered an abomination by thé. orRD God Almighty.

To help understandanomalous conditions in general, from the
biological standpoint | think that we can look to intersexuality to serve,
by extension, as a neutral model (or prototype) for homosexuality. Did
God not create intersexuals (i.e., people for whom biologic sexual
identity is somewhat hazy)? Of courseHe created them! Do others
have the right to determine for individual intersexuals which sexual
intimacies are normal for them or to whom they should look for a
normal sexud partner or spousal companion? Indeed na! They
neither have the right nor the knowledge to do so.

Though some people might say, fl
Adamic Fall (i .e., iniquity and

would point them to the passage in the Bible where the Apostles turned

to Jesus and asked) Rabbi, who shned, this man or his paents, that
he was born blind®06 (John 9:2 NIV) You see, in the Apostlgsminds,
only a direct link with intergenerational iniquity or personal sin could
explain the marss blind condition. Our Lord clearly answered them by

nt er s
sin),

saying, ANeither this man nor his parents

God might be made (@oamoi3) la athterwords, hi s

Jesus was saying that there are anomalous daditions that are neither
intergenerational nor personal in origin.

To besure, there are those who would argue that because Jesus went on

to heal the blind man so, too, will he heal honsexuals of their
homosexuality. The answer to the question of whether or not
homosexuals need to be healed of their homosexuality will be cariy
considered based on Scripture in the chapters to follow.
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In bringing this chapter to a close, | would like to add that just as most
people consider vision the ideal condition in contrast to blindness, ,so
too, do most consider heterosexuality the iglal condition in contrast to
homosexuality. However, some blind people actually consider their
blindness a gift from God. Likewise, so do some homosexuals consider
their sexual orientation a gift from Him as well.
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Chapter Two: Sodom Reuvisited

Introduction

In this chapter, the story of Sodom is recounted in order for us to come
to a better understanding of what is represented by it as well as by other
Biblical references to it and to the illchosen wordsodomite

Abraham Pleads for Sodom

Many of you are already familiar with the story of Sodom. Ideally, it
would be helpful if you took a few minutes to reread the introduction to
it in Genesis 18:2633 before you continugeading this chapter. There,
you will find that Abraham pleaded with the LorD God Jehovah
(Yahweh) to spare Sodom on behalf of his nephew Lot. He asked the
L ORD to spare the city if fifty righteous men could be found in it. Let us
assume that the Afiftyo referred to me
because, at that time, women held extremely subservient and
subordinate roles to men, and, generally speaking, wer®t countedin a
census So, for the sake ohistorical accuracy, we will assumehat only
men were being numbered in the count.

TheLorbsai d to Abraham, AdAl Il right, 1 f t
within the city,thenlwill s par e t he aniwasydelighted, 8fbr a h a
course, and quickly moved to ask th& orD to consider forty-five: i Wi | |

you spare the cityof Sodomif there areonly forty-f i ve ri ghteous m

AndtheLorbps ai d, fiYes. O So, Abraham conti
from forty -five to forty to thirty to twenty and, finally, to ten. Though

theLorbGs pati ence may have been tried, H
the sake of ten, Il wi || not destroy S

worked out with the LoRD was that theL orRD would spare the dy if ten
righteous men could be found within its walls.
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At the time of Abrahamd& conversation with theL orD, righteousness
was not yet contingent on adherence to the rules, regulations, and
ordinances ofLevitical Law found in the Pentateuch or Torah (ie., the
first five books of the Bible), becausé&evitical Law had not yet been
given by God to the children of Israel To be sureLevitical Law was
not put into effect until the time of Moses, more than four centuries
after Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob:

The law [of Moses] introduced 430 years later [i.e., after
the length of time the Israelite people lived in Egypt], does
not set aside the covenant previously established by God
[with Abraham] and thus do away with the promise [God
madeto Abraham]. [brackets mine]

Galatians 3:17 NIV*

Instead of adherence td_evitical Law, righteousness from the time of

Abraham until the time of Moses was basedntirely on faith in the

LORD (as it isbased in these New Testament timgsFor the sake of

clarit y, faith I s herewithorbaenbacingd as 0 be
unwaveringl y Brom Scriptare, wekadwithatffaithds a

gift from God (Ephesians 2:8); that faith comes from hearing (or,

reading) the good news of salvation through Jesus @kt (Romans

10:17); that without faith it is impossible to please thé. orD (Hebrews

11:6); and, that Jesus Christ i1s iAdthe
of o ur [bfacketstnting Hebrews 12:2 KJV)

Scripture clearly teaches that Abraham hadaith and that
righteousness was imputed to him because of his faith. (Romans 429
and James 2:23) From our knowledge of what happened to the city, it
should be clear that Sodom did not even have ten men whad faith d
and, thereby, possessetghteousnessd in the LORD God Almighty,
Yahweh.

21 See also Genesis 1541 and Exodus 12:441.
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The Biblical Story of Sodom

Upon reading Genesis 19415, we learn that two angelic visitors came

to Sodom and that Lot saw the visitors and beckoned them into his

home, cautioning them not to spend the nighn the town square. Why?

Town squares then were much like inner downtown areas of many older

cities today. They were sometimes dangerous andsiibe, especially to

strangers. Once the angels were inside LG home, it is recorded that

the menoftheci ty gat hered together and call
visitors out that we mayknowt hem. 06 ( Genesi s 19:5 KJV)

The Hebrew word from which & thod,J Wwé&r d 7l
ya-dawd Ya-d awd has at | emreaningstihtolnew possi bl e
cognitively; 2) to experiencentimately in consensual sex; and3) to

rape. What determines theexactmeaningof this word (and the

overwhelming majority of Hebrew words, for that matter) is the context

in which the word is found. For example whenya-dawd i s wused i n
Genesis 3:22 (Ato know good and evil 0)
cognitivelgdawd Wheonsgddid GéMmelam knew
I ts meaning iigimatelyonexpeseasaal sex. o0
ya-d a w dused is Genesis 1% andJudgesl 9 : 2 5, I ts meaning
rapeo (and i s tr aAmeritaa StandardasdNewu c h i n t |

International Version translations of Judges 19:25 but not Genesis
19:5). T h e no thative mayknow themo (Genesis 19:5 KJV) real
meansiito know carnally by brute f o r & @romore specifically in this
context, fis aapéthhaetm.we mi ght

Naturally, Lot was horrified by this for a number of reasons, but
especially because these visitors were guests within his own home.
Peopleat that time respected and honored the Law of Hammurabi,
which dictated that, when you extended hospitality to visitors, you
agreed to provide them protection even at the cost of your own life as
well as the lives of your immediate household. As a resulipt offered
his daughters to the men of the city, but the men refused them. What
happened next is that the angelic visitors struck the men blind, and Lot
and his family immediately left the city. The city was then destroyed.
Unfortunately, and erroneously, the story of Sodom is often linked to
modern-day homosexuality.
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In order to better understand the events just described, we need to
recognizethat what was intended by the merof Sodom was not
consensual intimacy but, rather,brutal group rape. Fortunately, we are
living in a time when we undersand that rape is not so much an entirely
sexual act as it is a psychosexual action meant to demean and victimize
others by overpowering them Rape is based on the desire to dominate
or domineer as well as to demonstrate oie seeming superiority over
otherswho are, generally speaking, physicallyveaker and/or especially
vulnerable emotionally. Rape is intended by thepsychologically sick
and crimin al mind to draw attention to the victimG supposed gross
vulnerabilities, infirmities or defects at the same time that it draws
attention away from the perpetratorG own feelings of inadequacy,
inferiority, and lack of control. Rape is an act of iolence, domination
and ragemeant to victimize othersin order to humiliate and control
them. Again, the issue in the story of Sodom is not an issof
consensual sexual activity or intimacy between two peoplit an issue
of violence and victimization through group rape.

In addition to what | have just described relative to a contemporary
understanding of rape, it is also essential for us tktnow that warring
peoples (i.e.barbarians) throughout most of ancient history commonly
raped conquered peoples, both women and men, in order to indicate
that they (the conquerors) had complete statutory control over those
vanquished as well aso warn other potential aggressors of their
ferocity.

Many insights to the Genesis 19 account of Sodom are provided by a
very similar set of circumstances within tie Bible that begins in Judges
19:1 and ends at Judges 20:5. Although | will now share some of the
parallels between the two accountand draw some analogies, |
encourage you to read the two accountsr yourself, now, before you
continue to the next paragraph

In the Judges 19 account, we find a Levite (a male of the tribe of Lgvi
traveling with his concubine. In todayés language, and in this context, a
concubine might be considered a married mais fimistres or sexual
partner, who hasno primary spousal legal rights orentittements. As

the two are traveling, they happen upon thecity of Gibeah, where they,
also, were cautioned not to stay in the town square (like the angels who
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visited Sodom) ly a resident of Gibeah, who said 1 Nease dombt

stay in this dangerous place. Instead, come to my home, where | will
provide for you and protect you.o So
up going home with the man of Gibeah.Then, coincidentally, Scripture

also reports that the men of Gileah gathered around the residence,

where the two guests (i.e., the Levite and his concubine) were staying,

and demanded that the host send out the Levite in order that they might

knowhimad € |(3}aldbwé.again6 or, as indicated previously, that

they mightrapehim. Inresponse,theoldman of Gi beah repl i e
no, please do not do so; take, instead, his concubine and my daughter
and use them accordingly, but do not

Eventually, they send out the Levités concubine, and the men of the city
end up raping her until she falls down dead at the doorstep of the home
of the old man from Gibeah.

The parallelsthat exist between Genesis 19:15 and Judges 19:20:5
are summarized in FigureTwo, on the following page.

A very important principle in understanding difficult passages in the

Bi ble is expressed by the statement,
In other words, as we read and study a difficult passage in the Bible, we

will eventually discover that there arehelpful explanations as well as

keys to unlock its truer meaning provided in other passages located

elsewhere in the Bible. Consequently, it is very important that we all

read and study thewritten Word of God completely or we may fall into

the same trapthat many people fall into by stopping short of a full

understanding and, then, sharing thatimperfect knowledge of truth, or

i ncompl ete understanding, with others.
entire written Word, the Holy Spirit will guide us to the wholetruth

that is to be found in Scripture. Remember, there is great continuity in
the Bible from beginning to end and we must hold the whole Bibje
while we simultaneously attend to its various partsn order to
understand and apply the truth contained theein.

To be hermeneutically sound, an accurate interpreition of Genesis 19
must consider Judges 19:R0:5.
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Parallels between Genesis 19 and Judges 19

Sodom Account Gibeah Account

L o ttosvirgin daughters theol d mandés vir
and t he conahinet e

Genesis 19:5 Judges 19:28
Aknowo (KJV Airapedo ( NI

Figure Two
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To be sure, it is in Judges 20:5 that we are provided tremendous insight
relative to the intentions of the men of Gibeah andalso, transferably so,
to the intended rape of the two angelic visitors in Sodom. In retelling
the story when hereturned home, the Levite states:

During the night the men of Gibeah came after me and
surrounded the house, intending to kill me. They rapd my
concubine, and she died. Judges 20:5 NIV

Historians would consder the Levite a primary source: Simply stated,

he was there when it happenedWhen the Levite himself describes

what woul d have happemendftieaity hi m, he s:¢
sur ounded t hresidencejntending 6 ldll me. dhe Levitets

statement tells us that the men of Gibeahad fully intended to kill him

by brutally raping him. T hat they had succeeded in doing this to his

concubine is proof of their evil intention. Also, we need to understand

that this intended raping of a man by mend especially in the case of

Judges, Chapters 19-20:58 was not by homosexualsAs a

homosexualmale, let me assure you that there are no homosexual males

that | know of who are capable of raping a female. That the men of

Gi beah would have stepped o(ue, of thei.
instinctual predisposition) to victimize the Levite stould be clear, much

like modern-day prisoners step outside of their Bterosexual nature to

rape fellow inmates. Additionally, what is also provided by the story of

Gibeah is that the intended malemale group rape recounted in Genesis

19 was not an isolated actity specific to Sodom, but, instead, more

widespread throughoutthe land at that time.

Relative to the depiction of women in the Sodom and Gibeah stories, |
think it important to emphasize that most ancient societies subscribed to
the notion of female nferiority and subordinacy. Indeed, women were
regarded no better thanproperty or chattel (as they still are in many
places throughout the world today). That the Bible recounts these
stories does not mean thaGod and Scripture condonethe poor

treatment of women during those times. Rather, the Biblas retelling
events that occurred and how they occurred. Remember to consider
these stories in their historical and literary contexts and not in the
context ofthe desperately neededurrent movements toward equality
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and fairness for women. Also, remember that most of the great strides
that women have made in modersday societies were really not made
until the 20th century and that women are still treated as property in
many backward societiesthroughout the world today.

In comparison to murder, wheher rape is theultimate or penultimate
act of contempt for another personyou must decide for yourselves.
Neither act takes into consideration the victinds desires or wants; and,
both acts are intended to victimize and brutalize others. Regardless of
your decision, it should be clear to you that the story ahe intended
brutal rape in Sodom has nothing to do with loving, monogamous,
committed relationships between consenting adults d¢lie same sex.

Canaanite Pagan Deities

Genesis 10:14NIV) i ndi cat es t hat #Athe borders c
from Sidon toward Gerar as far as Gaza, and then toward Sodom,

Gomorrah, Admahand Zeboi m, asSodomand as Lasha. o
Gomorrah, then, were part ofCanaan, the land that was eventually

conquered by the children of Israel. And, not only were these cities part

of Canaan geographically, they were part of Canaan culturally. This is

especially germane to our story, since Canaanite fertility cults playea

particularly important role in the day -to-day activities of the aboriginal

peopleswho inhabited this general regionas well as those who migrated

there. |l ndeed, ACanaanite fertility cul
influential than any other nature cults of the Middle East, made
incursions into the austere, wildernesb orn fai t¥f of | srael

In order to consider further the issue of Sodom, we need to cover some
historical background relative to a few of the more popular fertility
pagan deities that werevorshipped during much of the two millennia
preceding the birth of Christ.

Though there were other pagan deities worshipped in Canaan, the
major fertility deities included the gods Molech and Baal and the
goddess Ashtoreth (all summarized in Figure Three

% Miller, Madeleine S.andJ.LaneThe New Har per 6sHaBerlaid®ow)DNewt i onar y
York, 1973, page 89.
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Molech In Old Testament times, Molech was a male fertility god to
whom devotees sacrificed the lives of
ritualistic burning. (See Leviticus 18:21 and 20:5.) The wordMolech

is derived from theword C HeBk @ ch means fkingo in

TheLorRDsaidtoMo s e s ASay tényt he | srael it
Israelite or any alien living in Israel who gives any of his
children to Molech must be put to death. The people ohe
community are to stone him. | will set my face against that
man and | will cut him off from his people; for by giving his
children to Molech, he has defiled my sanctuary and
profaned my holy name. If the people of the community
close their eyes when that man gives one of his chilaréo
Molech and they fail to put him to death, | will set my face
against that man and his family and will cut off from their
people both him and all who follow him in prostituting
themselves to Molech.

Leviticus 20:1-5 NIV

Baal Often, the Baattype god was specific for different citystates
that existed within the Canaanite region. Attimes,a | Baallvag used

as an umbrella term f or nmol lenidBanagl ihnea ef
denoting the masculine piouWVaidn) or fiBa:
forms of thenameBaali ncl ude fnABel , 0 amab,diBeel . 0

one of its variant forms, was often incorporated into the names of
various pagan people, like Jez®el, who was a devotee, or priestess, of
Baal, and her father, Ethbaal:

In the thirty -eighth year of Asa king of Judah, Ahab son of
Omri became king of Israel, and he reigned in Samaria over
Israel twenty-two years. Ahab son of Omri did more evil in
the eyes of thd.oRrD than any of those before him. He not
only considered it tivial to commit the sins of Jeroboam

son of Nebat, but he also married Jezebel daughter of
Ethbaal king of the Sidonians, and began to serve Baal and
worship him. He set up an altar for Baal in the temple of
Baal that he built in Samaria. Ahab also madan Asherah

Copyright 2000, 2008, 2009y Joseph Adam Pearson, Ph.D.
Page51



Christianity and Homosexuality Reconciled!

pole and did more to provoke thd_orbD, the God of Israel,
to anger than did all the kings of Israel before him.
1 Kings 16:2933 NIV

It was not by accident that Jesus Christ referred to the Devil as

ABeel zebub, 0 2Mat whewhlRs 2828bubved fror
the god of Ekron, o0 (2 Kings 1:2), who:
f | ideanapt description indeed,for Satan, whois behind every form

of idolatrous worship. (Just as dung draws flies here on earth, so does

Satan draw every unclean spirit, devil and demon in the world of the

unseen.)

Though Baal represents an evil thing, the wordd | @lts@f IS not

evibit simply means il or dAdthouwghthefword st er 0 |
means ,oMliBarad 6 shoul d nhoti Abdeo ncaoi nof uosre dfi Sah
(i .e.h,emmHaS both of which are often wus
unpronounceable Hebrew tetragrammatonU | Yatuleh (i.e.,the

most holy name of God, or AYHWHO) and
Testament with allLoropper case | etters

Ashtoreth The singular form for many feminine nouns in Hebrew

endsinfiret hFbor such nown$h,0 ietndif 1,9t hé afi_ mal
plural form. In other words, although the Hebrew Wgrdf) | YO I | AQ |
AiAshthool ooksO skEdnit Ha iAtQt‘)béhb,V\foml'rsmer

the plural form. And, just as there were many manifestaons or

representations of the god Baal, so, too, were there many
representations of the goddess Ashtoreth. Ashtoreth is the very same

goddess referred to in Babylonian and
AAshtaro and in Greek aomd Wemawehn i iners:c
that the Scandinavian fertility godde:
symbolically as well as etymol ogicall\
fertility symbols of eggs and rabbits
Ashtoreth, Ishtar, Ashtar, and Astarte represent the pagan goddess

often referred to by the appell ation f

7:18; 44:1719; and 44:25)) TheU | 87 E€h@ @a .ho pmdnti oned
the previously-quoted section in 1 Kings 16:33, was a huge pole, totem,
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or stone erected in honor of one of the manifestations of Ashtoreth and
thought to be in the form of a phallus®®

The king [Josiah] also desecrated the high places that were
east of Jerusalem on the south of the Hill of Corruptiord
the ones Solomon king olsrael had built for Ashtoreth, the
vile goddess of the Sidoniané Josiah smashed the sacred
stones and cut down the Asherah poles and covered the sites
with human bones [to indicate that these sites were vile and
cursed]. [brackets mine]

2 Kings 23:1314 NIV

And the children of Israel did evil again in the sight of the
LoRrD, and served Baalim, and Ashtaroth.
Judges 10:6 KJV

Common Fertility Gods and Goddesses
Molech

Baal > Baalim (puran

(Baal-Zebub ——» Beelzebub)

Ashtoreth ———» Ashtaroth (pwray

Asherah (pole, stone, or totem in the shape of a phallus erected
to honor one of the many manifestations of Ashtoreth)

lshtar {Babylonian "Queen of Hoaven™)

!

Astarte (Greek, Roman)

l

Easter (scandinavian)

Figure Three

% Nicoll, Reverend W. Robertson (editor)T h e E x p 0 s i, Volumed6s Furkiartl Wagnalls,
New York, 1900, pages 304, 389.
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The pagan deities worshipped in Canaanite times were attributed
special powers of fertility. In order to curry their favor and receive
blessings of abundance upon crops, livestock and offspring,ehwvays
that they were servedoy their acolytes included ogies and partnered
sexual activities as forms of sacrificand worship to each deity. | know
it sounds absurd from the standpoint of contemporary society, in which
very few people would confuse sexual activity with worship (with the
exception perhaps,of someanimists and Satanists); but, the idea here is
that the priests and priestesses who existed then were functionaries of

these fertility cults. (And Afertil it
them.) In order to honor these pagan deities, worsppers either offered
their seed (i.e.,theim | i f e 0) t hr o u g hsacnfigesofther b at i on

children or committed sexual acts with the saalled priests and
priestesses who worked either in the temples constructed to these false
gods or in quarters aljacent to them. To be sure, there were many
different cult priests and priestesses who functioned as temple
prostitutes throughout antiquity in lands that bordered the
Mediterranean Sea, including Canaan, Egypt, Greece and Rome.

Idolatry is what the children of Israel were faced with when they

entered into the Promised Landl it he | and. GnéoftBeanaan o)
reasons that thelL orRD God Almighty had told them to slay everyone

and get rid of all of the people who were occupying the land of Canaan

was toprevent the children of Israel from gradually being influenced by
idolatrous worship practices and, suBequently, ending up estranged

from the LorD God Almighty by adopting such profane behaviors.

Hence, the following directives from the L ORD were given:

You must destroy all the people thé.orRD your God gives
over to you. Do not look on them with pity and do not serve
their gods, for that will be a snare to you.

Deuteronomy 7:16 NIV

The images of their gods you are to burn in the fire. Do o

covet the silver and gold on them, and do not take it for
yourselves, or you will be ensnared by it, for it igletestable

[ @bominabledor A i d o] todhe koanwsuoGod. Do

not bring a detestablething [i.e.,fia b o mi n atidolofn 6 or
into your house or you, like it, will be set apart for

-]
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destruction. Utterly abhor and detest it, for t is set apart
for destruction. [brackets and underlining mine]
Deuteronomy 7:2527 NIV

But if you turn away and ally yourselves with the survivors
of these [pagan] nations that remain among you and if you
intermarry with them and associate with them, then you
may be sure that theL. orD your God will no longer drive
out these nations before yo. Instead, they will become
shares and traps for you, whips on your backs and thorns in
your eyes, until you perish from this good land, which the
L orD your God has given you.[brackets mine]

Joshua 23:1213 NIV

Unfortunately, intheend,it he | sraelites | ived amon
Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusitestiie very pagan

peoples they were commanded to slay]. They took their daughters in

marriage and gave their own daughters to their sons, and serveleir

gods . [brackets mine] (Judges 3:57 NIV)

Even King Solomon, son of King David, fell to such idolatrous worship:

King Solomon, however, loved many foreign women besides

Pharaoh& daughterd Moabites, Ammonites, Edomites,

Sidonians, and Hittites. They were from nations about

whichtheLorbhad tol d the | sraelites, AYo
intermarry with them, because they will surely turn your

hearts after their gods. do Neverthe
them in love. He had seven hundred wives of royal birth

and three hundred concubines, and his wives led him

astray. As Solomon grew old, his wives turned his heart

after other gods, and his heart was not fully devoted to the

L oRrD his God, as the hearof David his father had been.

He followed Ashtoreth, the goddess of the Sidonians, and

Molech, the detestable god of the Ammonites. So Solomon

did evil in the eyes of thd_oRrD; he did not follow the LoRD

completely, as David his father had done. On hill east of

Jerusalem, Solomon built a high place for Chemosh, the
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detestable god of Moab, and for Molech, the detestable god
of the Ammonites.

1 Kings 11:17 NIV

Yes, thehearts of thechildren of Israel were constantly turnedin the

direction of idolatrous worship practices (i.e., regularlypulled in the

directionofof f er i ng s e x ufartility goslssandrgodfieisscards 6 t o
other pagan deities) until, finally,just like those who indulgedthe

idolatrous practicesof the Roman Empire commonduring the

beginning ofNew Testamenttimesin God gave them over in
desires of their hearts to sexual I mp

The Role of Temple Cult Prostitution

This historical background concerning Canaanite pagan deities is of
particular significance relative to the word sodomite In the King James
Version of the Bible, first published in 1611, the wordodomiteexists in
its singular form only once,and that is in Deuteronomy 23:7; its plural
form, sodomites is found in four additional references, including 1
Kings 14:24, 15:12 and 22:46 as well as 2 Kings 23:7:

There shall be no whore of the daughters of Israel, nor a
sodomiteof the ons of Israel.
Deuteronomy 23:77 KJV

And there were alsosodomitesin the land; and they did
according to all the abominations of the nations which the
L ORD cast out before the children of Israel.

1 Kings 14:24 KJV

And he took away thesodomitesout of the land, and
removed all of the idols that his fathers had made.
1 Kings 15:12 KJV

And the remnant of thesodomites which remained in the
days of his fathe Asa, he took out of the land.
1 Kings 22:46 KJV
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And he [King Josiah] brake down the houses of the
sodomites that were by the house of thé orRD, where the
women wove hangings for the grove |
[brackets mine]
2 Kings 23:7 KJV

The five times that the sngular and plural forms of the word sodomite
are used areparticularly significant, because most people (even most
people who are not Christian) view the wordf©iomosexualand sodomite
as synonymsd which is to say, that they are interchangeable.

In other words, even when most stuents of the Bible read the words

sodomiteand sodomites they automatically assme the meaning of the
wordstobefi h o mo s e x i loods eaxnuda | s . O But , rel at
etymology,sodomiteand homosexualare notinterchangeable. In dher

words, relative to the Hebrew derivation from whichsodomiteand
sodomiteshavebeen translated, a sodomite inot a homosexual.

If we go back to the original Hebrew, we find that the wordsodomite

has beentranslated from the Hebrew word € E {dddsHor gadesh or

what coul d be prdamsdwn cdshéddag wi k ¥wu wi |
notice that there are three different characters relative to this Hebrew

word. In Hebrew, one reads from right to left, so the first character

(called Akdtoyoamht yerreipgesents the
of the English alphabet, the second cl
the Ado sound, and the third charactert
Asho sou,rﬁdqa(dhaesrha‘)oe 9r,ﬁk,\a,yvdevshhural or Aga
of the mascul i nead aoEF@lquﬂ@Amiem,h@))whisch,
cour se, refers to more than one fAsodor
A
f
A

gadeshaho and fAogtahdoa sehnodtihn,gdo htehree Ai ndi c
emi nine plural ©otwr thexdufaliemof as A Asht ar
A's hethod )

fiThere shall be nos . [femlale temple cult prostitute] of

the daughters of Israel, neither shall there be a : [male-
temple cult prostitute] of the sons of Israeb [brackets mine]
Deuteronomy 23:17

Copyright 2000, 2008, 2009y Joseph Adam Pearson, Ph.D.
Page57



Christianity and Homosexuality Reconciled!

Now, the word gadeshitself is not an evil wordd just like the Hebrew

word Baalisnotanii e vi | @ bwutd regresents an evil thing.

Actually, in contexts different from that currently considered, the word

gadeshs i mpl y means fAsaonedcréasetd, apart fib
However, the true Hebrew meaning of :
literary contexts (i.e., the indicated five verses in whicBodomite/sis

found) refers to a male consecrated to idolatrous worship tlnugh

sacrificial prostitution . In StrongG Exhaustive Concordance of the

Bible, we find that fAgadesho or rénkawdash
meani ng fr om Bdsioaltypwhat thelveotdmeans in this

cont ext Hsaxrediparsond utlasig, technically, a male devote

byprostit ut i on t o | i elmthiscase, the matadvateer v . 0
was devoted in idolatrous worship to one ofite Canaanite fertility

deities,including Molech, Baal, and Ashtoreth

So,sodomiteis an unfortunate word choice representinggadeshin the

King James Version of the Bible for two reasons: 1) It does not

represent fAsomeone from Sodom; 0 and,
with modern-day homosexuals. Actually, by extension, it could mean
Asomeone from Sodomo f ntiausidotatyandst andpoi
t he npr i denplé cultprosttatésevho served pagamleities and

who certainly would have been foundn the Canaanite cities of Sodom

and Gomorrah. But, that is not what the overwhelming majority of

people thinkwhen they hearor read the word sodomite they do not
understand that the original Hebrew t
prosti tuteo and not Ahomosexual . o

Most Bible scholars are knowledgeable of whajadeshmeans. Yet,

despite its true meaning, we find that in all five citations in the King

James Version of the Bibl e/, srtathdre trans|
thanfimal e t empl e .caul tSgmeo srigadedhédmeinmg s of
other translations and paaphrases of the Bible are even worse!

In the Modern Language Version of the Bible, we find thagadeshin
Deuteronomy 23:17 is translated as it e
certainly more accurate than Asodomit e

“Strong, James. fAHebrew and C8thideedPi Exhansariyvef t he
Concordance of theBible. World Bible Publishers, 1973, page 13%The original was published in
1890.]
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theotherf our verses is translated only as
unfortunate, since fimale prostituteso
sure, there are male prostitutes who exist in every major city in the

United States, but that does not mean that theyra idolaters to the

extent that they are involved intemplec ul t prosti tuti on. T
prostituteso is closer to the true me:
not accurately represent the meaning intended in the original Hebrew.

Although one might expect the Hebrew translation of the Bible to be

executed more precisely by the Jewish Publication Societyadeshimis

also translatedin its Hebrew-EnglishTanakhas fAmal e prost i t ut
rather than the more accur@ate fimal e t ¢

I f we consider the New I nternational \
prostituteo is used in place of MAsodol
verses that wuse the plural f orm, Amal ¢
pl ace of fAsodomit es . Oacdiilate, the prajehredt hi s r

translation relative to clarity concerning this particular issue (i.e., the

issue of temple cult prostitution versus homosexuality) happens to be in

the Revised Standard Version of the Bible. In the Revised Standard
VersionoftheBi bl e, the majority of the refe
prostitutes. o

Unfortunately, the New King James Version of the Bible does not do a

very good job. im)orasshipeeskriigede ple |
so, if readers are already biased (i.e., beling that homosexuals are

perverted), there would be no reason for them to question the accuracy

of the New King James Version elative to this particular rendering.

The absolutdy worst rendering is in the Living Bible, which is very

popular. Many of you may know, or recall, that theLiving Bible is not

a word-for-word translation of the Bible but, rather, a paraphrase. It is

an attempt to make conceptsnore understandable in terms oimodern

common language.The writers took a fair measure ofliberty from the

original in order to contemporize the language in an attempt to me

easily engage its readersFor example, the phrase in 1 Samuel 25:22

t hat égadcdsei h agai nst JarhesVewsiadid 0 i n t h
r e nd e r wemt tofthee bathroo m0 i n the Living Bible.
Abat hroomso as we know them today did
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the rendering usedby the paraphrasers, since most peopl¢éoday use the
e X pr e sgoio thekmthréomo a n dvenito the bathroomo to
represent elimnation of waste products.

Compare Deuteronomy 23:1718 in the Revised Standard Version with
that in the Living Bible:

There shall be no cult prostitute of the daughters of Israel,
neither shall there be a cult prostitute of the sons of Israel.
You shall not bring the hire of a harlot, or the wages of a
dog, into the house of thé.orD your God in payment for
any vow; for both of these are an abomination to thé& orD
your God.

Deuteronomy 23:1718 RS

No prostitutes are permitted in Israel, either men or

women; you must not bring the earnings of a prostitute or a

homosexual, for both are detestable to #1L orD your God.
Deuteronomy 23:1718 LB

The writers of the Living Bible have promoted the error thatall
homosexuals are prostitutes!it would be just as inaccuratefor us to
concludethat all female heterosexuals are prostitutes, becausee saw

one female heterosexual prostitute on the streetiow unfair would that
be?

Now, compare 1 Kings 14:24 in the Revised Standard Version with that
in the Living Bible:

And there were also male cult prostitutes in the land. They
did according tothe abominations of the nations which the
L ORD drove out before the people of Israel.

1 Kings 14:24 RS

There was homosexuality throughout the land, and the
people of Judah became as depraved as the heathen nations
which the Lord drove out to make room for His people.

1 Kings 14:241LB
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If you are a typical heterosexual Christiand or homosexual Christian,
for that matter & and, if you are studying the Bible, there would be no
reason for you to scrutinize every single word and wonder nthd d
translators, writers or paraphrasersget this particular translation,

wordorparaphr ase right ?0 Or, i f you are n
study, and you come across the rendering in the Living Bible that states,

ATher e was homohsoeuxtu atlhiet yl atnhdr, oou g( | King
are not goi ng Maybethiaisisaecuraten Maylsethgre i

really wasmtih o mos ex ual i t ylohesurettheavelagen d . 0

reader generally gives credence to what he or she is reading, especially
when itis in the Bible! This misunderstanding is especially reinforced if
you regularly listen to a pastor or televangelist who harps on how
immoral and wrong homosexuality is. All of this just ends up further
supporting the average readets idea that the Biblemustbe speaking
about thoseperverted people known as homosexuals and that

A abomi n masiberafarring to the sexual acts in whictthose
peopleengage.

When many heterosexualémagine intimate acts between two
homosexuals, they think of the intimaciesasthei d et est abl e pr act
NRabhopceg, 0O or foavhich md)rds areimprecigely

renderedin various Bible translations from ol Un@@- tMel
plural of U I UnE@al hY 0 AKimgs L4d24: r

And there were also malete\mp\le cult progit,utes, in the land.
They did according to the O | Uﬁ@@-d t Molatries] of

the nations which the LORD drove out before the people of
Israel.

Translating O I Un@@/d ¥las i det e sotrarbel nec easc,tos , 0or

fabomi nationso is Q lllsUn@methgloaorde enoug|
a c t u aoldtrgus practicesp fidolatrous customso fiidolatrous

activities,0 and fiidolatrous things.0 Thus, 1 Kings 14:24 would be more

accurately rendered as:

And there were also malgemple cult prostitutes in the land.
They did according tothe idolatrous customsof the nations
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which the LORD drove out before the people of Israel.

Heterosexualimaginings of intimacies between homosexualprovide no

clue about thecompanionship and sharing that might exist between two

people of the same sex in a committed, monogamous relationship. To be

sure, there is a reason why inti mate
supposed to remain private.Perhaps it should bedisgusting for any of

usto imagine sexual acts between any other peopleecause it is

prurient as well asnot our business.

Perhaps the most damning of alidolatrous practicesadopted by the
children of Israel relative to male temple cult prostitution is hat
indicated in 2 Kings 23:7:

[King Josiah] tore down the houses of the male prostitutes
in the area of the house of thé orD, where the women wove
robes for the shame image.

2 Kings 23:7 ML

[King Josiah] also tore down the quarters of the male shrine
prostitutes, which were in the temple of thd.orD and
where women did weaving for the Asherah.

2 Kings 23:7 NIV

[King Josiah] broke down the houses of the male cult
prostitutes which were in the house of the.orRD, where the
women wove hangings for the Asherah.

2 Kings 23:7 RS

[King Josiah] tore down the ritual booths of the perverted
persons that were in the house of theorD, where the
women wove hangings for the woodeimage.

2 Kings 23:7 NKJV

[King Josiah] also tore down the houses of male prostitution
around the Temple, where the women wove robes for the
Asherah-idol.

2 Kings 23:7 LB
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It is especially clear in the Revised Standard \fsion that the idol, or

Asherah, was f#iLorbd hei heuset boé I badeusal e
built by King Solomon for Yahweh). Thadolatrous image was indeed

detestable, since it was a pole, or totem, carved in the shape of a giant

phallus (i.e., penis)to honor the goddess Ashtoreth! It was this image

for which the women wove fAhangingso ol
been pulled down to represent the foreskin being pulled back during a

penile erection).

Though you may think it absolutelyunbelievable thatthe form of the
penis was worshipped, all you have to do is wander past the display
cases in most museums that house antiquities, and take a look at the
artifacts that have survived from both ancient Greek and Roman
societies, and from manyearlier cultures and civilizations as well and
you will find that, in a majority of these pagan sorties, the penis was
idolized.

| was fortunate to have lived in Chica@ at the time that the Pompeii
Exhibit was broughtto thatcityd s Ar t . |Anlsotkedtatithie e
artifacts from Pompeili, it was absolutely amazing to me that a major
focus was on external genitals, specifically the phallus. For example, an
ashtray or little decorative piece that might have been hanging from
someonés ceiling or wall would have multiple phallic symbols dangling
from it! Truly, it was a decadent, depraved, immoral society that crept
into the consciousness of the children of Israel and encroached upon
their worship of the LorD God Almighty, even going so far as to
introduce phallus worship (vis-a-vis the worship of the Asherahpole)
within the Holy T emple of theLorD God Almighty in Jerusalem! Yes,
such a thing is fAidetestable, 0 fAdisgusHt

In summary, the pagan deities that were worshippedrfcluding Molech,
Baal, and Ashtoreth) hada significant impact not only on the Canaanite
people but also on the children of Israel. Though reforms were
introduced at various times, they did not seem to do a lot of good
relative to keeping the children of Israel fromdeparting often from

their worship of Yahweh. However, it should be notedhat after exile
due to their Babylonian captivity, the remnant of Jews who returned to
the Promised Land never again returned to idolatry. The Book of
Maccabees relates how somiewseven preferred martyrdom rather
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than eating ceremonially unclean foodfood from animals sacrificed to
idols). It is their renewed commitment to Yahweh and resolve to eschew
idolatry that helps us to understand the psychological profile of 1st
century Jews as well as the historical contexts for the Apostle Pdsll
horror and anger concerning sexual idolatryin the worship of fertility
gods and goddessesvhich he witnessed during his own lifetime and
reacted to in his various epistles.

ADogs 0 aCuleProbtituless Not Homosexuals

In 1990, David H. Stern, who is a Messianic Jewtranslated the New

Testament from the original Greek in an attempt to bring out its

Jewishness linguistically, culturally, religiously and theologically. For

the most part, he did an excellent job in producing a work most

valuable for students of the Newl estament who need to better

recognize iIts Jewish roots. | write,
mistrans | ati on of t h dhefwlowrgvdisd:ogs o fr om

Outside are thedogs those who practice magic arts, the
sexually immoral, the murderers, he idolaters and
everyone who loves and practices falsehood.

Revelation 22:15 NIV

Though the original Greek F 9 2 @ikunesd) in Revelation 22:15
clearl yomeas® h drehdegsst asdollo®s: e r n

Outside are thehomosexualsthose who misuse drugs in
connection with the occult, the sexually immoral,
murderers, idol worshippers, and everyone who loves and
practices falsehood.

Revelation 22:15 JNT

\

To be sure, there is a basim the Old Testamentforconned i ng Adogso
to sexual actanvolving male temple cult prostitutes (not
A h o mo s e asuexdrdedin) Deuteronomy, the fifth book of Moses:
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There shall be no cult prostitute [gadeshah] of the
daughters of Israel, neither shall there be a cult prostitute
[gadesh] of the sons of Israel. You shall not bring the hire

of a harlot [zonah] or the wages of a dog U Exx IEIdﬁ)]
into the house of the_orD your God in payment for any
vow; for both of these[practices] are anabomination

[0 | Uo(;ﬁlé—el/—a% @hich meansfiof an idolatrous

natureo] unto the LoRrD your God. [bracketsand
underlining mine]

Deuteronomy 23:1718 RS

Clearly, both of the previouslyquoted verses are referring tanale

temple cultprostitution , not homosexuality The interchangeability of

mal e temple cult prostitutes and fAdog:
Greenberg in his bookThe Construction of Homosexuality

The words zonahand qadeshahwere sometimes used
interchangeably, as inthe story of Judah and Tamar
[Genesis 38:15 &4]. The parallel construction in
Deuteronomy [23:1819] identifies gadeshand kelevas a

male counterpart?®

Further, Greenberg states:

A Phoenician inscription on Cyprus dating from the fourth

century B.C., referring to a category of temple personnel

who played a role in the sacred service of Astarte

[Ashtoreth in the Old Testament] identifies thekelev

[ Aigo] as a reli’§ious functionary.

Revelation 22:15n toto describes pseudeacred cultic behaviors and
delineates who is excluded from the heavincity known as New
Jerusalem. That fidog® are excluded from this holy city is not referring
to either canines or homosexuals but to male temple cult prostitutesd

% Greenberg David F. The Construction of Homosexuality University of Chicago Press, Chicago,
1988, page 965[brackets mine]
% |bid ., page 965 [first set of brackets mine]
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all who prostitute themselves by serving false god¢Remember, God
hates idolatry.)

Il nterestingly, when Jesus spoke of dfd:«
referring to the Gentiles of his day, most ofvhom were idolaters and
pagans. He was not referring tdiomosexuals.

I n closing this section, it is import:
translation of the Greek word fordogsa s A homosexual so il 1l u

cultural and personal biases play an important role when even well

intentioned and smart Christian people translate Scripture from its

original languages. It is difficult for all of us to erase the indelible

Atapeso that are playing in our minds
taught to think by highly-respected role modelsf¢r example parents,
teachers,professors,pastors and rabbis). Most of them have incorrectly

taught us that homosexuals are outside of the Kingdom of God.

Additional Biblical References to Sodom

In order to make our study of the biblical use of the wordSodom
complete, let us turn tothe four additional times that the city of Sodom
is referred to in the Old Testament.

In Isaiah 1:10-11, Israelts degenerate condition is figuratively compared
to Sodom and Gomorrah:

Hear the word of the LoRD, you rulers of Sodom; listen to
the law of our God, you people of Gomorrah!ii Téh
multitude of your sacrificesd what ar e they to me?0

the LORD. Al have more than enough of
rams and the fat of fattened animals; | have no pleaserin
thebloodof bull s and | ambs and goats. 0

|saiah 1:1011 NIV

In Isaiah 3:8-9, the sinful conditions of both Judah and Jerusalem are
compared to Sodom. Thé orD God Almighty compares the sins of
Sodom tothe sins of Jerusalem and Jdah:
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Jerusalem staggers, Judah is falling; their words and deeds
are against theL orD, defying His glorious presence. The
look on their faces testifies against them; they parade their
sin like Sodom; they do not hide it. Woe to them! They
have brought dsaster upon themselves.

Isaiah 3:8-9 NIV

Jeremiah 23:13-14 specifically refers to how the children of Israel were
lead astray by followers of Baal. Keep in mind as you read the word
adultery in the following passage that it is referring o idolatrous
worship practices

Among the prophets of Samaria | saw this repulsive thing:
They prophesied by Baal and led my people Israel astray.
And among the prophets of Jerusalem | have seen
something horrible: They commit adultery and live a lie.
They strengthen the hands of evildoers, so that no one turns
from his wickedness. They are all like Sodom to me; the
people of Jerusalem are like Gomorrah.

Jeremiah 23:1314 NIV

In Ezekiel 16:4750, theL orD specifically identifies the sin 6 Sodom

and her @dau g haddjacens wwbar areaseghat,origodted e r

from the city of Sodom) . The phrase nNndetestabl e t
should not trigger fihomosexual actso \
mind is playing recordings from old mengl tapes. In other words, if

you go to the Bible with the preconceived notion that God is referring to
homosexuals as inhabitants of the city of Sodom, then you would
naturally interpret the fAdetestabl e tI
However, what was déestable were the pagan orgies and ritualistic

Aiconsecr aladsdhat ocwredunihintemples erected to honor

Baal, Ashtoreth, and Molechd which included sexual acts with both

male and female temple prostitutes as well as with animals. (Yes,

bediality occurred within the pagan temples and their related houses of

cult prostitution, too.)
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You not only walked in their ways and copied their,

detestable practiceg EO In tYald Coé brY @i dol atrous

pr act butiral wolr ways you soon became more
depravedt han t hey. AAs surely as

SovereignLorD, Ayour sister Sodom and

never did what you and your daughters have done. Now
this was the sin of your sister Sodom:She and ter

daughters were arrogant, overfed and unconcerned; they
did not help the poor and needy. They were haughty and

Y
her

did detestable thingg U | Wi EeRalh & Gor fi dol atryo]

before me. Therefore | did away with them as you have
seen. o
Ezekiel 16:4750 NIV

Naturally, we have a tendency to interpret things from a modersday
standpoint. Because we do not see such pagan activitiésd becausave
do not havetemples built to Molech, Baal, andAshtoreth, or to any of
the other deitiesthat we find later in ancient Greek and Roman times,
we distance ourselves from the possibilities of sexual acts in the context
of pagan worship. Most people today cannot even imagine it; they do
not really have a good sense of what it meant, or means worship

fertility gods and goddesses, or whdfreligiouso practices were actually
involved in pagan worship.

As stated previously, God is against idolatry, for, in the eyes of the

L ORD, idolatry is spiritual adultery. Another way to put it is that, if
someone is an idolater, he or she is worshipping for God whatngt
God. Now, we understand today that idolatry goes well beyond
worshipping graven images, statues, poles, totems and icons. We
understand that it can also be the worshipof possessionsr practice of
materialism and other such vain philosophies, whichgenerally
speaking, are not identified by particular figurines, statues or pictures.
Yes, God hates idolatry. lalatry was, is, and Wil always be

fiabominableda nd fidet &slt bnktd&-a h Yoi@im:

And God spoke all tdreywaGador ds:
who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery.
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You shall have no other gods before me. You shall not
make for yourself an idol in the form of anything in heaven
above or on the earth beneath or in the waters below. You
shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I, the
L orRD your God, am a jealous God, punishing the children
for the sin of the fathers to the third and fourth generation
of those who hate me. 0

Exodus 20:15 NIV

Idolatry & taken together with the detestable things that people did,

and still do in different parts of the world today (i.e., integrating sexual

activities into the worship of false gods and goddessé&s)is what God

hates.| dol aters are identified in Exodus

As one studies the entirety of Scriptureit becomes increasingly obvious

that Bible verses commonly used téclobberdo homosexuals are not

speaking abouth o mos exual s butoaadmotabobutngades hi n
homosexual ity but fARemembher ,(ifieadedHior
not homosexuals but temp# cult prostitutes. And fitoevaho i s no
something disgusting but something disgustingly idolatrous.

If Martin Luther understood that gadeshims houl d be tdieansl| at e

Tempel hur thenval(ei .teempliie whoreso), then
meaning be@ lost to contemporary society?Why is gadeshimnow
transl ated Ahomosexual s?0 Pl ease tell

sistersd who have been persecuted by bulliedespised by those who
fear what is different, condemned by society, rejected by family
members, excommunicated from churches and even killed by
homophobes because of their homosexualiy why that is.

Interestingly, when we come to passages in the New Tawent in which
Christ Jesus refers to Sodm, we find that he refers to the cityof Sodom
in the context of hospitality to the gospel (i.e., receptivity to the good
news of salvaibn through Jesus Christ). Thisis especially interesting,
since we find thee was also an issue of hospitality in the original story
of Sodom too. The Messiah told his itinerant disciples that, if the ities
they would visit were inhospitable to the message of salvation, then it
would be more barable for Sodom on didgmentDay. In other words,
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Goda wrath will visit the cities that have rejected His gospel tan even
greater extent than the wrathvisited upon Sodom! Christ Jesus said:

| tell you the truth, it will be more bearable for Sodom and
Gomorrah on the day of judgmentthan for that town.
Matthew 10:15 NIV

And you, Capernaum, will you be lifted up to the skies? No,
you will go down to the depths. If the miracles that were
performed in you had been performed in Sodom, it would
have remained to this day.But | tell you that it will be more
bearable for Sodom on the day of judgment than for you.
Matthew 11:23-24 NIV

As part of the Great Commi ssion, Jesus:¢
Apreach, 0 fimake disciples, o0 oiteach, 0 :
(Matthew 28:19) However, He also tells us what to do when we have

done our part and the hearers reject the gospehessage:

And if any place will not welcome you, shake the dust off
your feet when you leave, as a testimony against them.
Mark 6:11 NIV

Those of us who carry a message that God has asked us to deliver
should not take it personally if we are rejected. Rather, we should

rememberwhattheLorDs ai d t o GBhayrhave hot rejefited
thee, but they have rejected méo (1 8B Kiv)e |

The Lord Jesus Christ, when referring to Sodom, did so relative to the
hospitality of cities concerning thepreachedGospel or AeSoangel
basically, our Lord was sayingto evangeiststhat if the inhabitants of a

city are inhospitable to the gospel message, then leave the citydait will

be far worse for its inhabitantsthan it was for the inhabitants of Sodom.

In other words, when the two types of inhospitality are compared, it will

be worse to be judged inhospitable to the evangel rathéhan being

judged inhospitable toan angel
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By the way, Jesus nowhere in the Bible addresses tissue of
homosexuality. Not once He was as silent about homosexuality as he
was about electricity. Indeed, our Lord was, and is, aware of
everything, because He is omniscient. He wagrtainly aware that
electricity (as we know it today)would develop, but He made no
comment about it. And, without a doubt, He was awar¢hat there
would be homosexuality, as we know iibday, but He made no direct
comment about it. (We will see in Chapter Threeof this book how he
may have made anndirect comment about homosexuals when he
referred to fieunuchs. 0)

NSodomitesodo in the New Te

In the King James Version of the Bible, the wordodomiteis not used in
the New Testament. In the New King James Version, however, it is used

to translate the Greek worde 4 b O 2 WF (&/sedoRbifai) regarding
those who willnot inherit the kingdom of God:

Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the
kingdom of God? Do not be deceived. Neither fornicators,
nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor homosexuals, nor
sodomites, nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor
revilers, nor extortioners will inherit the kingdom of God.

1 Corinthians 6:9-10 NKJV

Upon first glance, it would appear that there is some redundancy in the
previously-guot ed passage (i .e., Ahomosexual
translations of the two words here aressomewhat puzzling, especially

when homosexuals and sodomites are suppos&dieone and the samke

Actually, there is no redundancy in the Greek, just inconsistency and

inaccuracy in the English translations of the two wordsnalakoi

(transl ated i n the NKals®hokaisi(trénslatedo s e x u a |
i n the NKJV as fAisodomiteso)

We find that these two importantGreek words used in 1 Corinthians
6:9 are often inaccurately rendered by Bible translators, who really do
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not know exactly what to do with them. This inability to accurately
translate them is underscored by the varietyf ways in which each word
has been rendered (or avoided) in various versions and paraphrases of
the Bible:

Malakoi

For example, in the New International Verson of the Bible, the Greek

words YUY F(ULhE! akoi) is interpreted as #fnm
Modern Language Version, bothmalakoi and arsenokoitai are rendered
together as fpartakers in homosexual it
translatesmalakoia s fnNsexual perverts,ou and the
might guess, combines botimalakoi and arsenokoitaiin the appellation
Ahomosexual s. 0O

In the King James Version of the Biblemalakoi is translated as
Afeffeminate. o As we relate fAeffeminat
extremely easy for many peoplegspecially those who think that the

average profile for homosexual males includesccalled feminine

mannerisms)to assume that the word is referring to gay males. To be

sure, this is stereotypic and not representative of all male homosexuals

(and certainly not the majority of male homosexuals with whom | have

been acquainted over the years)(Please do not misinterpret here that |

think something is wrong with a male being nurturing and/or

flamboyant.)

Since the wordmalakoi & as we relate it to various nedern English

word forms & has a portion in common with the root of the English

word malleable whi ch refers to somethin
translators would prefer to render the wordmalakcias A s @f t o
(which, in fact, is its true and literal meaningin classical GreeR.

However, because the literal meaning ghalakoi does not fit exactly
within the literary context of 1 Corinthians 6:9, it most likely had

another connotation in the colloquial speech of St. Paid day. This is
especially likdy, since the Apostle Paul wrote his epistlesr Koine (i.e.,
common) Greek rather than classical Greek.

g
n

0n N
(7))
(@]

e
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There are those who would argue thainalakoi, by extension, might be
referring to Al azy people, o Adndol ent
which messge would not be so far afield from this statement by Christ

Jesus:

| tell you the truth, it is hard for a rich man to enter the
kingdom of heaven. Again | tell you, it is easier for a camel
to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to
enter the kingdom of God.

Matthew 19:23-24 NIV

However, Amal akoi 06 r ef drlrCorintgiang o t he p:
6:9 is really quite a stretch Since the word is sandwiched between

sexual sins in 1 Corinthians 6:9, it is probably referring to moral

weakness or a particular type of immorality.

In The Zondervan Parallel New Testament in Greek and Englistthe

word malakoi has been translatedag v ol upt uo ”¥sWhoare sons. 0
vol uptuous persons? Vol uptuous persol
hi t h e roowhicloisotksay, those who are trying to sell theisexual

A wa r e f&vorsia the most provocative of ways Consequently, some

scholars mght prefer to translate malakoias fAabusers of them
womeno (i .e., persons deceptively pre:
although they are notwomen), which, in a way, would be most

revealing. To be sure, such a perspective is in agreent with that of

Robin Scroggs?® who argues that, by the time of the Apostl®aul, the

word malakoi had assumed a pejorative slang meaning in reference to

young call boys or youths who actively sought sexual encounters with

men for money, something considereduite distasteful inthe majority

of both Greek and Roman societies.

Personally, | think that a most substantive clue for the meaning of
malakoi can be found in Saint Jeromés Latin Vulgate version of the
Bible, published in 405 AD. In order to translate the Hebrew Old
Testament and Greek New Testament into Latin, Saint Jerome (c. 345

%" The Zondervan Parallel New Testament in Greek and Englisizondervan Bible Publishers,Grand
Rapids, 1975, page 495.
% Scroggs, Robin. The New Testament and Homosexuality. Augsburg Fortress Publications, 1994.
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420 AD) had to be a scholar of Hebrew, Greek and Latin. What he

tried to do was translatethe Old Testament Hebrew and the New

Testament Greek into an overall Latin version that could be used within

the developingRoman Catholic Church. Interestingly, Saint Jerome

chose to translategadeshimin the Old Testament using the Latin word

effeminati. Saint Jerome understood thaeffeminati were notpeople
whowerejustief f emi nat e o o(ri .Aemo,), bui gedpsesdiof i e d o
who donned female clothing in order to serve as male transvestite

temple cult prostitutes 8 who were an integral part ofcult prostitution

in many Canaanite religions as well as many Greek and Roman

religions (some of the latter having beederived from the former).

Further, in place of the Greek wordmalakoi, Saint Jerome used a Latin

synonymof effeminati (singular effeminatus) 8 which is to say,molles

(singular mollis). Thus, |l i ke the fAeffeminati,k
Amal akoi 0 ( Gr ee k) maetemplaculspmstitutesa nsvest it
(This also helps to explain the King Jame¥ersion scholargdchoice of

Aef feetm ; i n 16 1 nalgkoiand mollesare basadror the

same etymologic roo{i.e., base word)

All things taken together, | believe that the most accurate rendering of
malakoii s fimal e transvestite temple cult
Greenberg states:

More plausibly, the term in this context [1 Corinthians 6:9]
referred to € cult prostitutes. Corinth and Ephesus, where
Timothy was stationed, were strongholds of the Mother
Goddes and had longestablished religious prostitution®®

Many fertility M other-Goddess cults existed inrecient Greek and

Roman societies. Those attended by transvestite and/or castrated male

priests who engaged in samsex ritualistic practices includedcults

devoted to Cybele, Aphrodite, Hekate, Artemis, Magna Mter, Ma,
Anaitis, and Astarte® ( Again, fAAstarteodo is essent.i
Kknown as Ashtoretho in the Ol d Test ar

A
Ashriner so we dugingvthe AppstlecPauisrifetime.

29 Greenberg,Op cit., page 213.[brackets mine]
30 Greenberg,Op cit., page 98.
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Arsenokoitai

Though malakoi is only used once in the New Testamerdrsenokoitaiis

used twice. In addition to its use in 1 Corinthians 6:9, it is also used in

1 Timothy 1:10, where it, too, 1is trart
King James Version of the Bible:

é the [Levitical] law is not made for a righteous person,
but for the lawless and insubordinate, for the ungodly and
for sinners, for the unholy and profane, for murderers of
fathers and murderers of mothers, for manslayes, for
fornicators, for sodomites, for kidnappers, for liars, for
perjurers, and if there is any other thing that is contrary to
sound doctrine. [brackets mine]

1 Timothy 1:9-10 NKJV

Becausearsenokoitaiis not a classical Greekvord, it has no clearly
translatable modern-day meaning. Either the Apostle Paul coined the
word himself or it had already been coined by the society of his day.
Simply stated, there is no extant lerature that contains this word
before the Apostle Paub s St s e

Koine Greek was the language of the streets, or conventional
vernacular, that the Apostle Paul used to write andlictate his now
famous letters to the Christian peoples of his dayRather than the
language of the more literate elements @ncient society Koine Greek is
the language that the Apostle Paul used to try to reach the common
person. Unfortunately, little has survived that provides a clear
understanding of the wordarsenokoitai as it was used thenIndeed, the
exact meaning of his word is unknown today. This helps to account for
the wide range of interpretations provided by various Bible scholars.

Arsenokoitai can be divided into two portions: the base wordkoitai,

referring to active sexual partners who provide sexual servicand the

prefix arsene, whi ch si mply means @éargeaol e. O |t
prefix is used here in a qualifying or objective sense (i.e., that those who

31 Boswell, John.Christianity, Social Tolerance, andHomosexuality. The University of Chicago
Press, Chicago, 1980, page 345.
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were providing the sexual service were themselves male or that they
were servicing males). Thisincertainty is especially germane, since in
ancient societies that predate Greece and Rome, there existed male
temple cult prostitutes who sexually serviced both male ahfemale
temple-worshippers that participated in pagan rituals.

Relative to thisissue, John Boswell states:

In no [Greek] words coined and generally written with the
form f-arsenbhe prefix @®emonstrably
[brackets mine]

AAr senokoitai, o then, means mal e se
male prostitutes, who were common thoughout the

Hellenistic world in the time of Paul. That such a

designation existed in the Latin of the time is well known:

[these were] male prostitutes capable of the active role with

either men or women. [brackets mine]

AAr senokoitai O iciwsosd availaldetoPaud t e x p |
for a male prostitute >

Some have argued that the Apostle Paul or the Hellenistic Jewish
society of his day coinedrsenokoitai from the Septuagint Greek
translation of Leviticus 18:22 and 20:13, where the uncompounde

Greekphrasear s /A & o0 i tabdnosé koitun is used to

transl ate the original Hebrew of Al yir
show Pauts intended meaning, sinceal | will demonstrate in Chapter

Three) the historical and literary contexts for Leviticus 18:22 and 20:13

are idolatrous and prostitutional in nature.

For arsenokoitali, St . J e mascnrun corcwbitofes 0

AConcubitoro denotes an active sexual
denotesitsé mal e passive counterpart. Il n t
Aconcubine, o0 the implication is a sex.!

and paid for, either ona onetime basis or for an extendegeriod of

32 Boswell, Op cit., page 344.
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time. Thus, St. Jeromés Latin rendering could betransla ed At he mal e
prostitutor of méerkeemng withthe tgpesiobmaleer t ai n |
male sex with which the Apostle Paul was familiar.

To be sure, he Apostle Paul was not exposed to homosexuals who
pursue commited monogamous relationships. And, &was not writing
about Christian homosexuals. He simply did not know any. In the final
analysis, thearsenokoitai are most probably male temple cult
prostitutes who sexually servicedoth male and femaletemple-
worshippers that participated in pagan fertility rituals.

The types of malemale sexual relationships that were common in
ancient Greece and Romare summarized inFigure Four:

Types of MaleMale Sex Common
In the Apostle Pauts Day

1. Sexual relationships between elite and powerful citizens
and statutory minors (i.e., those who did not have full
legal rights, including slaves and youth).

2. Ambisexual encounters, where participants were
ambivalent or indifferent to the gender of their
individual sex partners for example in orgiastic sex).

3. Male prostitution in male brothels (especially in seaport
cities like Rome and Corinth.

4. Male temple cult prostitution in pagantemples or in
guarters adjacent to them.

Figure Four
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Indeed, there were other Greek words that the Apostle Paul could have

used, whose meanings today would be much clearer thamlakoi and

arsenokoitai. For example philerastesand pederastesconstitute a

Greek word pair that indicated transgenerational males who were
involvedinsames e x sexual activities. , ATrans
for example, to the relationship between an older soldielor mentor and

a younger male in his midteens to early twenties, whose temporary

sexual pairing was really quite common irsome segments djoth

ancient Greek and Roman societies. In ancient Greece, there was even a

god of such unions, madkdiand AEr os. o R ¢
arsenokoitaid 0 not me adta )yl moadmra sne x u aldys . 0 Mo d
homosexuals did not exist at the time that Paul livedQuite

paradoxically, committed monogamous relationships between members

of the same sex, who were of the same social standing and roygthile

same age, were derided in both ancient Greek and R@n societies.

They wereavoided, because they suggested vkeass in those who

might be so paired Although you may have heard or read that the

Greek and Roman empires fell because of homosexualithat simply is

not true. Those empires may have fallen because of pagan idolatry but

not homosexuality Lifelong unions between samsex couples were

virtually nonexistent during those times. Committed monogamous

relationships between people of the sae sex were rare indeed.

With the exception of committedmonogamous unionsthe panoply of
samesex relationshipsin ancient Greek and Roman societies paralleled
the panoply of oppositesex relationships that existed then, just as they
parallel each othertoday. Simply stated, whatever exists in the
homosexual world also rists in the heterosexual world and vice versa.

Is temple cult prostitution fiabominabled and [ d éotthelsorm b |1 e 0
God Almighty? Of course itis! To be sure, in some ways, it is even

worse than simple prostitution, since it was not dongist for money or

to satisfy anunhealthy sexual addiction but wasan attempt to

A wo r spgagap deitiesas part of Satarts overall attempt to rob the

Creator of His glory, honor and praise Chapter One of the Apostle

Paulés Epistle to the Romans helps make this recurring magnetic pull

toward pagan cultism crystal clear, since it speaks of the tendency of
worshippers to turn from God toward idolatry.
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Paulé Letter to the Romans

Let us now consider Romans 1:1-84, paying particular attention to the
words andphrases that | haveunderlined for emphasis:

{18} The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven
against all the godlessnesand wickedness of men who
suppress the truth by their wickedness, {19} since what may
be known about God is plain to them, because God has
made it plain to them. {20} For since the creation of the
world Godés invisible qualitiesd his eternal power and
divine nature d have been clearly seen, being understood
from what has been made, so that men are without excuse.
{21} For although they knew God, they neither glorified
him as God nor gave thanks to him, but their thinking
became futile and their foolish heds were darkened. {22}
Although they claimed to be wise, they became fools {23}
and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images
made to look like mortal man and birds and animals and
reptiles. {24} Therefore Godgave them over in the sinful
desiresof their hearts to sexual impurity for the degrading
of their bodies with one another {25} They exchanged the
truth of God for a lie, and worshipped and served created
things rather than the Creator 8 who is forever praised.
Amen. {26} Because of this, Gd gave them over to
shameful lusts Even their women exchangeadatural
relations for unnatural ones. {27} In the same way the men
also abandonedhatural relations with women andwere
inflamed with lust for one another. Men committed
indecent acts with other men, and received in themselves
the due penalty for their perversion. {28} Furthermore,
since they did not think it worthwhile to retain the
knowledge of God, hegave them over to a depraved [or,
reprobate] mind, to do what ought not to be done. {29} They
have become filled with every kind of wickedness, euvil,
greed and depravity. They are full of envy, murder, strife,
deceit and malice. They are gossips, {30} slanderers, God
haters, insolent, arrogant and boastful; tiey invent ways of
doing evil; they disobey their parents; {31} they are
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senseless, faithless, heartless, ruthless. {32} Although they
know Godas righteous decree that those who do such things
deserve death, they not only continue to do these very things
but also approve of those who practice them[brackets
mine]

Romans 1:1832 NIV

It should be clear from the context that the people in question here are

those who turned from worshipping the one true and only real God,
whomtheyhad al ready come to know i . e., f
they did not think it worthwhile to r
that these same people turned toward worshipping pagan idols (i.e.,

Ai mages made to | ook | i ke modrt al man
reptil eso). That t Masegriad/celdeot r(dNU sV )p e ¢
Ar e pr olkJ®)tmeans that they had failed the test of remaining true

to God. And, it was not that they hadbeen worshipping God only as

ATheUn k n o wn G o dhe dpostiélPauinhad spoken of in his

address to the people of Athens (Acts 17:23JV). No, in Chapter One

of his Epistle to the Romans, the Apostle Paul describes people who had

come to know God but refused tdive their lives in consecration to Him;
asaresult,theywerdii | | egi ti mate children and n
12:8). These people fell to the peer pressure of their day and practiced

sexual activitiesthat were common then

1. Sex for the purpose of Aworshippi:
goddesses.

2. Plural sex in grouporgiastic activites(f or exampl e, fAorg
Bacdanalian-type feasts and in bath houses).

3.Sex for the sake of sex (fAlusto).

In verses 22 through 26&f Romans, Chapter Oneare found at least
three pairs of parallel constructions all referring to people who
exchanged one thing for another: 1) verse 24 describes people who
exchanged the glory of God for graven images2) verse 25 describes
people who exchanged the truth of God for a lieand, 3) verse 26
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descri bes peopl e whoelextdharsg & d rii Mautnunrazs
ones. All three verses are describing the same people. In other words,

the Apostle Paul is not speaking of honmsexuals who soughto live their

lives in consecrated monogamous relationships; rather, he is describing

people whowere involved in sexual activity within the context of pagan

idolatry. Regarding verses 24, 26, and 27, thafe Application Bible

Commentary: Romans(which is verymainstream) helps educate us

relative to the context of the sexual impurity addressed:

Here [in verse 24] Paul introduces the subject afexual
impurity. He returns to it in verses 26 and 27. The context
indicates that he is referring in part to cultic prostitution
and the fertility cults that made use of terple prostitutes in
their rites € Paul, writing from Corinth, the home of the
temple of Aphrodite, was surrounded by evidences of the
horrible evil of such belief (see also 1 Corinthians 6:20; 2
Corinthians 12:21)%

So, the mtthem, o0 and At heir overseksl8 Ro man s ,
through 34, refers to idolatersd specifically, those who reverted back

to idolatry after having known the one true and only real God. Again,

what kind of idolaters, and what kind of idolatry existed during Pauls

time? The same kind that existd during Canaanite times, wherthe

worship of fertility gods and goddesses was the order of the day.

In his History of Orgies, Burgo Partridge details the sademasochistic
orgiastic debaucheries that occurred throughout the Roman empire,
where participants regularly reveled in animal instincts in frenzied
group sexual activities:

The worship of Cybele, besides involving selfastration in a
state of frenzy, and dedication of the severed organs to the
goddess, had also, as an important part ohe ritual, a
baptism by blood which came, appropriately enough, from
a bull or ram. Banquets were given in honour of this
goddess at private houses, but the actual consummation of

% Barton, Bruce B., David R. Veerman and Neil Wilson. Life Application Bible Commentary:
Romans. Tyndale House Publishers, Inc., Wheaton, 1992, page 32.
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her worship appears to have been performed by the priests
alone. Accordingto Apuleius, the priests of Cybele also
indulged in [idolatrous samesex] practices with strong
young peasants’

Partridge gives example after example of this utterly contemptible

society in whichsamesex and oppositesextemple cult and brothel

prostitution abounded and where huge phallic symbols were

worshipped on almost every street corner by emperor angubject alike.

People were indeed Ainflamedo i n unnatt
If you still believe that the Romans passage is unequivocally again
modern-day Christian homosexuals, you need to understand the mind

of God relative to this issue: True science does not contriatitrue

religion nor does true religion contradict true science True science

shows that there are exceptions to the smlled absolute scriptural rule

of Amale and femal eo (Genesisswell: 27)
as in samesex pair bonding throughout much of the animal kingdom

and, true religion shows that there are exceptions to that rule in the
form of eunuchsd of whom, Chri st Jesus said, 0
way. o (Matthew 19:12)

—

In other words, intersexualsand samesex pair bondsthroughout much

of the animal kingdom serve as biological prototypes for modersday
homosexuals and, eunuchs serve as scripturigprototypes for them.

Thus, God accounts for exceptions to the rule both naturally and
scripturally. All you need do is apply these exceptions to the previously
cited passage in Romans, which stresses that the people left what was
Anat ur al nctive, to them for whatiwasfiunn at ur anbn; 6 or
instinctive, to them.

The Apostle Paul himself opened the door for students of the Bible to
see what nature has to teach them, whe
nature itself teach yoThe&Gelowodl Cor i nt |
SShFFXPhusd kenakl ated in Romédns 1:26
alsomeansii nnafie @ soi Aacbe sureehondosexuality is not

% partridge, Burgo. A History of Orgies. Bonanza Books, New York, 1960, page J9rackets mine]
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natural, or instinctive, to heterosexuals. Neither is heterosexuality
natural, or instinctive, to homaosexuals.

From a biological standpoint, the presence or absence of genitals is a

state of nature; and gender is a state of mind, which state is ultimately

responsible for an individualts instincts. If you think that the

homosexual orientation is a perverd instinct, then youhave made

heterosexuality a lawunto-itself (or, universal law), which law is

contradictory to the full spectrum of what occurs in nature. Indeed,

such an absolute fails to take into consideration the myriad departures

in nature that deviate fromthe normpormdef i ned here as 0t
occurs most frequentlyo). It al so f a
spiritual l aw, which states that in C
female 0 ( Gal ati ans 3: 28)

Through science as well as scripte, wenow know that 1) intersexuals,
2) animals that court and mateexclusivelywith other animals of the
same sex” and 3) someeunuchs arefiborn that way.0 Can we deny
their existence? No, just as we cannot deriyll rights and equal
protection under the law to homosexuals.

Given the context of idolatry and pagansexual ritual orgies that

included group sex as well as sex without commitment, Chagat One of

Paul 6s E pRomank isreferriag td what is spiritually

unnatural, which is foreign and repugnant to the children of God.

Why? God requires monogamouscovenant ties between individuals

before they consummate their unios sexually In Romans 1:27, it says

that the men Awere inflamed with | ust
describe unholy thinking, unholy behavior and unholy union? Of

course it does. Lust is sexual obsession. Lust is the reduction of

another individual to an object for oneks own self gratification, which is

always wrong in the eyes of Goé both for heterosexuals as welhs for
homosexuals. That people exchanged committed monogamous

relationships for group sexual activities in the open is indeed depraved,

and appropriately | abeled Aunnatural o

% Oregon Health Science & University (OHSU) News Release, November 4, 200Br ai n Di f f er enc e s
in Sheep Linked to Sexual Partner Preference, 0 Portl e
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It is important for us to come to an understanding thatd if we hold the
whole Bible as we simultaneously attend to its various parts the Bible
addresessamesex behaviors only from the standpoint of: 1) idolatry,
2) prostitution, 3) lust and4) brutal sexual assault (i.e., the intended
rapes recordedin Genesis 19 and Judges 1®r Sodom and Gibeah
which are referred to earlier in this chapter). It never addresses the
iIssue of homosexual relationships from the standpoint of committed
monoganous relationships. It never addresses that. Not once.

The sum of the matter is this: teach homosexuals to be moral, because
you cannot teach them to be heterosexual, for that would be unnatural
to them (i.e., contradictory to what is innate within and instinctive to,
them).

To help understand this, you must either grasp the multivariate nature
of biological life or transcend {.e.,go beyond)using only a physical
referent for meaningful relationships.

Wh at I s ON Nant Rroantaln2g? 1: 2 6

Either the term natural in Romans 1:26and 1:27only refers to what the
Apostle Paul understood of nature (a limited understanding) or it refers
to all of nature, for all time, in all situations and circumstances.

On the one hand, nany (if not most) Bible scholars and theologians

would arguet hat a Bi bl e wordobés meaning iIs |
the word at the time that it was usedi.e., its original meaning at the

time). Therefore, if natural only refers to what the Apostle Paul

understood of natue, was exposed to, and studied personallthen it

cannot be altinclusive and, therefore, must not includecontemporary
homosexualdor whom the homosexual orientation is innate or

instinctual. (For example, Pauldid not study animals who exclusively

court and mate with others of the same sex.)

On the other hand, f natural is all-inclusive (and refers to all of nature,
for all time, in all situations and circumstances), then the inclusivity
itself opens the door for the tradtionally -inferred meaning in Romans
1:26 and 1:27 to be counterbalanced by modern scientific contributions
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to the meaning of sex, gendegnd sexual orientation through
developmental biology and cognitive psychology.

Either way described abovean intelligent understanding ofthe
homosexual orientationwins. To be sureGod does not want us to be
stuck on(i.e., remain in)ignorance or stupidity.

Here,itisimportanttoma ke a di sti nct-seon bet ween i
behaviorso and @ homo seshetwadn pgopleaotat i c e s .
homosexual orientation are different from samesex activities that may

occur between people of unresolved sexual orientation. | write
Aunresolvedo not to describe internal
themselves but, rather, to @scribe that it is indeterminate within

Romans, Chapter Onewhether the behaviorsdescribed andoften used

to condemn homosexuals are really between homosexuals as opposed to

obligate heterosexuals and/or people involved in ambisexual activity
(Aambilstexhwea e referring to a compl ete
and/or sexual identity of a sexual partner).

And, it is also important to note that
lifelong homosexual pair bonding was not an option for anyone. That it
was not an option colored his interpr e

Aunnatural 0O just as otidyofhisday eolored wo men
his interpretation of roles for women in church leadership.

Concerning the reference to the ndepr
Romans 1:28, | hope that life experience has already taught you that

God only gives us over to a rebate mind (Romans 1:28) when we are

indulging that mind to begin with. In other words, the indulgence of

sinful addictive behaviors results in more of the same until, or unless,

we consciously dede to turn, or return, the reins of all aspects of our

life over to God. If you have not yet learned that, and if you belong to

God, then you eventually will learn it. Of this, | am certain. Again, God

does not turn us over to what we are not already indulging.

As you seek to understand Scripture, it is irportant to not only read the
lines (i.e., word meanings, grammar and syntax)but also to read
behind the lines(i.e., historical context, word etymologyand purpose,
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between the lineqi.e., implication and inference)and beyond the lines
(i.e., applicaion as well asmisapplication).

Closing the Chapter on Sodom

The last referen@ to Sodom in the Bibleoften used against homosexuals
Is found in Jude, verse 7:

In a similar way, Sodom and Gomorrah and the
surrounding towns gave themselves up teexual immorality
and perversion. They serve as an example of those who
suffer the punishment of eternal fire.

Jude 7(NIV)

Rather than describing homosexuality, the two Greek words rendered
together as fAperversiondsitmanige KNI ¥s &
the KJV could just as well be describing the bestiality common to many

Canaanite fertility rites as it could be describing the attempt by the

townsmen of Sodom to rape the two angelic visitors, whose flesh was

i ndeed Astramepd, @ orT hfedil faftea er expl ana
plausible in view oftheversés compari son (fAin a si mi/l
fallen angels in the previous verse, \
(Jude, verse 6) to commingle with human beings by having sex with

them (see Genesis @:2):

And the angels who did not keep their positions of authority
but abandoned their own homed these [God]has kept in
darkness, bound with everlasting chains for judgment on
the great Day. [brackets mine]

Jude 6 NIV

whend | Un@n[br,uman beings]began to increase in

number on the earth and daughters were born to them,
a & EUEe A&dr dddor, angels]saw that the
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daughters of men were beautiful, and they married any of
them they chose.[brackets mine]
Genesis 6:12 NIV

l ronically, the two words trafhsl ated :

Jude 7areY 3 K Ub Y dcr Yheteras sarkos}®8 which is to say,

Ahet ero[]sexual] flesh,d and not f@Ahomo:
use of Ahetero[sexual] o6 i andthe previ ol
intentional hyperbole, it takes one no more far afield than requiring

students of the Bible to believehat the perversion written about in

verse 7 of Jude is homosexuality.

The Word Biblical Commentary (alsoverymainstream)on Jude is in
agreement with the latter interpretation just given:

As the angels fell because of their lust for women, so the
Sodonites desired sexual relations with angels. The

reference is to tte incident in Genesis 19:41. b Y dcr Y

YIKYd fistrange flesh,d cannot, as m
and most translations assume, refer to homosexual practice,

I n which the fI e(%:h??ﬂ;sﬁthenefore]itﬁdi fferen
must mean the flesh of angels. The sin of the Sodomites (not

strictly, of the other towns) reached its zenith in this most

extravagant of sexual aberrations, which would have

transgressed the order of creation as shoaigly as the

fallen angels did®’

% have intentionally reversed the order of the words in Greek for the reader to more easily compare
them to their English counterparts.

37 Bauckman, Richard. Word Biblical Commentary: Jude-2 Peter (Volume 50), Word Books, Waco,
1983, page 54.
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Chapter Three:

Levitical Law and Grace

Introduction

In Chapter One, we considered the seeming dilemma that exists

between Christianity and homosexuality. We also considered how it is

so necessary to hold the whole Bible while we simultaneously attend to

its various parts. And, we considered that things ae not often as black

and white as some people might like us to believe relative to interpreting

the Bible. In Chapter Two, we considered the story of Sodom, as well as
extensions of it relative to thegadeshim who were referred to in the
KingJamesVerson of the Bible as fAisodomiteso
should have been referred to as fAmal e
considered the historical role of the worship of fertility gods and

goddesses in pr&Canaanite times, in Canaanite times, and in anent

Greek and Roman times as well. This historical role will be explicated

further within this chapter, too, as we discusd.evitical Law and grace.

The Major Question

The major question that we need to consider relative to this chapter is,
A Why terhimgly Baed-line stance by God concerning samsex
behavior, crossdressing, and eunuch® @ as commonly quoted from
the following verses of the Torah:

Do not lie with a man as one lies with a woman; that is
detestable [i.e., an nimahbhomrorlenceo o
[brackets mine]

Leviticus 18:22 NIV
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If a man lies with a man as one lies with a woman, both of
them have done what is detestable [. e . , ARabhorrent o or
Aabomi nabl eo] . They must be put to
be on their own head. [brackets mine]

Leviticus 20:13 NIV

A woman must not wear meids clothing, nor a man wear
womends clothing, fortheLorRby our God detests [ fAab
or Afi nds ]anyanenvho dodslthesbrackets

mine]

Deuteronomy 22:5 NIV
He that is wounded in the stones [i
privy member |[Apeniso] cut off, sha

congregation of theL OrD. [brackets ming]
Deuteronomy 23:1 KJV

Understanding Why Levitical Law was Originally
Imposed on the Children of Israel

In order to answer the major question just posedn the previous

section |l want to remind the reader th
At he Law. o0 Though many peopl e migh
Commandments (foundin Exodus 20::17 and Deuteronomy 5:622)

when they read or hear of Athe Law, 0 i
Generally speaking, the recorded Law
synonymously with t haibleknowe &asthei ve fibool
Pentateuch: Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers and Deuteronomy.

As such, Athe Lawo includes all of the
commandments, statutes, rules, regulations, and ordinances laid down

by the LorRD God Almighty throughout the Pentateuch and found in

varying degrees in each of those five fib
concerned with narrative than with law).

| have chosen to uséhe title fiLeviticalLawo i n t hi s chapter a
representative of fithe Lawo for the f ¢
Leviticus is themost thoroughly legalistic book of the Pentateutas well
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as the entire Bible;2) because Levitical Lawserves as the embodiment
of the myriad rules, regulations, and ordinances imposed by theoORD
God Almighty on those who werdo inhabit the Promised Land,;

3) because most of the laws found in the largely legalistic section of
Deuteronomy can be viewed as aamplification of Leviticus; 4) because
Leviticus is the location for two of the most often usedgssages against
homosexuality;and, 5) tohelp the reader keep separate religious law
from civil, or governmental, law.

The more than six hundredrules, regulations and ordinances detailed in
Leviticus are quite extensive, covering every major aspect of the human
condition experienced by the chdren of Israel. For example Levitical
prohibitions included dietary restrictions:

The rabbit, though it chews the cud, does not have a split
hoof; it is unclean for you. And the pig, though it has a split
hoof completely divided, does not chew the cudt is unclean
for you. You must not eat their meat or touch their
carcasses [i.e., their dead bodies]; they are unclean for you.
[brackets mine]

Leviticus 11:6-8 NIV

But all creatures in the seas or streams that do not have fins

and scale®® whether among all the swarming things or

among all the other living creatures in the watel® you are

t o det est Anfl sinecbybucare toldetest A ab hor 6]

them, you must noteat their meat and you must detest

[ A a b htbair badchsses. Anything living in the water

that does not have fins and scales is to be detestable

[ Afabomi nabl ed] to®*you. [brackets mi
Leviticus 11:1012 NIV

In other words, Levitical Law required the children of Israel to refrain
from eating rabbit, pork, shrimp, lobster, clams, oysters, and even
catfish!

¥t is important to point out that the Hebrew word tr

is, " shawk at s 6 a d* tb-ev-am Fhe former implies something physically disgusting
and/or filthy and the latter implies something iddatrous and/or ritually unclean.
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Further, Levitical Law also restricted the children of Israel in the
following ways:

Do not mate different kinds of animals. Do not plantyour
field with two kinds of seed. Do not wear clothing woven of
two kinds of material.

Leviticus 19:19 NIV

Thus, allowing a horse to mate with a donkey to produce a jackass
would be againstlLevitical Law. Planting rye and barley in the same
field would be contrary to what is allowed byl evitical Law. And,
wearing garments made of mixed fiber, like cotton and wool, would be
considered byl evitical Law to be unholy as wé.

Levitical Law prohibited the children of Israel from tattooing
themselves and even provided guidelines for méhaircuts:

Do not cut your bodies for the dead or put tattoo marks on
yourselves. | am theL ORD.
Leviticus 19:28 NIV

Do not cut the hair at the sides of your head oclip off the

edges of your beard.
Leviticus 19:27 NIV

Penalties for disobeying_evitical Law were quite severe by todags
democratic standards:

If anyone curses his father or mother, he must be put to
death. He has cursed his father ohis mother, and his
blood will be on his own head. If a man commits adultery
with another mand wifed with the wife of his neighbord
both the adulterer and the adulteress must be put to death.
Leviticus 20:9-10 NIV

If a man lies with a woman duing her monthly period
[during menses]and has sexual relations with her, he has
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exposed the source of her flow, and she has also uncovered
it. Both of them must be cut off from their people.
[brackets mine]

Leviticus 20:18 NIV

I would like you to take the time and read through the whole book of
Leviticus. | know it is rather tedious reading, but | think it will be
challenging for you to find that there were some constraints placed
upon the Israelites that were not only severe but also netd impossible
to observe, including some prohibitions that, from a modersday
standpoint, just do not make sense without a global view of what the
L orRD was trying to instill in the hearts and minds of those He intended
to be His people.

Do the hundreds @ rules, regulations and ordinances detailed by
Levitical Law appertain to Christians? No. Why not? Because the
Nation of Israel and the Church of Christ are two distinctly separate
entities. (To be sure, the.ORD God Almighty is not finished with
nonchristian Jews, but collectively they are not the same as His
Church.) Here, a distinction is made betweenational Israel and
spiritual Israel. National Israel includes nonbelieving Jews, and
spiritual Israel includes all who believe in Christ, includingMessianic
Jews (i.e., those who believe that Jesus is the prophesied Messiahist
as God is not finished with spiritual Israel, God is not yet finished with
national Israel.

So, then, you may ask, why were the rules, regulations, and ordinances
of the Torah laid down? | think that question is best answered through
understanding the following verse:

You shall make a distinction and recognize a difference
between the holy and the common or unholy, and between
the unclean and the clean.

L eviticus 10:10 NIV

Again, we need to keepistorical context in mind. The people whom
the LORD was trying to regulate and draw closeto Him were a
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barbarous and primitive nomadic people. Perhaps you may gain
additional insight through a comment madeby Moses to the children of
Israel just before they were to enter the Promised Land:

AYou have been r dbrobkverisiocals agai nst t
have known you. o0
Deuteronomy 9:24 NIV

Moses didrd s awe beerfiwlith you for 40 years. dre wdked with

you in the wilderness. We have had some good times and some bad

toget her . |l wish you well, and | wil/
have beenstifinecked from the very first day
Indeed, theL orD was dealing with a verydifficult group of people.

Because they were stubborn, and because they had such barbarous

customs, He wanted to instruct them that they had to consecrate even

the smallest details of their lives to Him if they were going to truly be

His children and that such consecration would not be easy. Thus, the

rules, regulations, and ordinances of the Torah were laid down to help

this stiff-necked and rebellious group of primitive people come to

understand that in order to become a holy people, they had to learot

separate themselves from barbarous customs and idolatrous practices,

discipline themselves, and offeeven the minutest otheir daily

activities up to God as proof of their willingness to be His people. To be

sur e, i n addi ti oforahal sid adve mo tt ense fntoea ac h
Ai nstructi on, 0Godwad teathing theechildrenmiisrael

to be holy.

Does this mean that Christians should throw out the Ten
Commandments? No. However,it does mean that we should pay
special attention to what &sus said were the greatest commandments,
or what Asums up the Law and dhe Propl
which is that we should love thd.orRD our God with all of our heart, all
of our soul, and all of our mind (as well as all of our might); and that we
should love our neighbor as much as we individually love ourselves.
(Matthew 22:36-40) That is whatChrist Jesus said summarizes the
Law. To be sure, as Christians, though we worship every seven days,
we do not worship on the Jewish Sabbath, which is frorriday
sundown to Saturday sundown. So, the overwhelming majority of
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Christians do not even keep all of the Ten Commandments.
Interestingly, even when some Christian denominations keep the Jewish
Sabbath as their day of worship, they often end up unnessarily

adhering to many of the other ordinances and restrictions that are
written in Levitical Law as well.

Why should all Christians read, study, and comprehend the Old
Testament, including the Law of Moses?

1. To understand the origin of the universe.
2. To understand the origin of mankind.

3. To learn the history of mankind since Adam and Eve as
well as to learn the origin of iniquity and sin.

4. To understand the promises of God to mankind
concerning the Jewish Messiah, who is the only Savior
of the world.

5. To understand the prophecies of God that have already
been fulfilled, that are being fulfilled, and that will be
fulfilled at a later time.

6. To learn from the journey of the Children of Israel and
how it mirrors the personal journey of individual
Christians.

7. To learn basic spiritual principles and apply them to
daily living today.

8. To better understand Old Testament quotations and
imagery used throughout the New Testament.

Christians should not read, comprehend, and study the Law of Moses in
order for them to follow Levitical Law. Levitical Law was written for a
different group of people at a different time in history, who lived in a
different place!
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Levitical Law required perfection not only in the people who ministered
to the LORD but also in theanimals that were to be sacrificed to Him:

TheLorbs ai d to Mosesd¢@orth&ay to Aaron:
generations to come none of your descendants who has a
defect may come near to offer the food of his God. No man
who has any defect may come near: no man who is blind or
lame, disfigured or deformed; no man with a crippled foot
or hand, or who ishunchbacked or dwarfed, or who has any
eye defect, or who has festering or running sores or
damaged testicles. No descendant of Aaron the priest who
has any defect is to come near to present the offerings made
to the LORD by fire. He has a defect; he musot come near
to offer the food of his God. He may eat the most holy food
of his God, as well as the holy food; yet because of his
defect, he must not go near the curtain or approach the
altar, and so desecrate My sanctuary. | am theoRrD, who
makes them holy @

Leviticus 21:1623 NIV

TheLorbsai d to Moses, fiSpeak to Aaron
to all the Israelites and say to themdf any of you d either
an Israelite or an alien living in Israeld presents a gift for
a burnt offering to the L ORD, either to fulfill a vow or as a
freewill offering, you must present a male without defect
from the cattle, sheep or goats in order that it may be
accepted on your behalf. Do not bring anything with a
defect, because it will not be accepted on yobehalf.@
Leviticus 22:17-20 NIV

Centuries later, Jesus spoke of fulfilling the Law:
ADo not think that | have come to a

Prophets; | have not come to abolis
Matthew 5:17 NIV
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What did Jesus mean by the previoustatement? Specifically, that
Levitical Law required the offering of an unblemished, or perfect, blood
sacrifice as an atonement fomiquity and sin. And, that he himselfwas
to serve as that offering in the
Lamb of Go d o036)@ndarhtmat why, fAIfdl the entirety of
Levitical Law. In his perfect obedience to God, Jesus fulfilled all the
Lawé requirements. To be sure, & ended up canceling the whole
written code (i.e., releasing people from bondage tcevitical Law), as
stated in Colossians 2:14:

[God] forgave us all our sins, havingcanceledthe written
code [the Law], with its regulations, that was against us and
that stood opposed to us; he took it away, nailing it to the
c r o s[lwackets mine]

Colossians 2:1NIV

According to the Bible, theblood sacrifice of Jesus canceled the rules,
regulations and ordinances ot evitical Law, having nailed hem to the
cross!

Understanding Levitical Law in Relationship to Grace

| believe that Christians need tounderstand that Levitical Law is
something that was put in place in order to help people learn that God
requires His people (no matter who they are and no matter in what age)
t o be i sdewhichaissto sdye to be truly consecrated to, and
sanctified unto, Him. Howcan peopé become sanctifiedWVell, the
ancients were challenged by Leviticalaw to live their lives in a way

that approachedrue holiness bytrying to follow all of its rules,
regulations, and ordinances.

Christians should be careful about trying to live in acordance with
Levitical Law or trying to impose on others what they themselves will
not, and camot, fulfill. Concerning hypocritical adherents to Levitical

Law, Christ Jesus said many ti mes

Phari sees, y@Matthdw2p. 138 NIV)tHe called these
legalistsi bl i nd g ujhdseasi!d, PAYhadu st r ain
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swallowa c¢ a riMatthevo23:24NIV) He chi ded them with,
snakes! You brood of vipers!How will you escape being condemned to

hel | ? 0ew28438NIiV)hWho or what is a hypocrite? An

unfaithful servant, or someone who, in the name of God, requires

someone else to do what he or she cannot do.

To be sure, we can come to a better understanding bévitical Law

through understanding New Testanent teachings. In Romans 6:14, we

are taught that we fiare not under | aw,
Christians are liberated from following the rules, regulatons, and

ordinances of LeviticalLaw. The LorRD God Almighty established a

covenant with Abraham, becauseHe considered Abrahama righteous

man. Why was Abraham considered a righteous man? Because he was

a man of faith, and the Bible teaches that righteousness was imputed to

him because of his faith:

[Abraham] did not waver through unbelief regarding the
promise of God, but was strengthened in his faith and gave
glory to God, being fully persuaded that God had power to

do what hehad promised. Thi s i s why Ait was cr e
Al mpuihtedkdV] t o him as righteousness.
Genesis 17:5] Thewordéii t was creditjed [ or, Qi

him were written not for him alone, but also for us, to
whom God will credit righteousnessd for us who believe in
him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead.[brackets
mine]

Romans 4:2025. NIV

So, God recognized that Abraham had faith, and He established a
covenant with Abraham. And it was not until the children of Israel left
Egypt after more than four centuries in bondage that the various rules,
regulations, and ordinances ot evitical Law were put in place. Are we
to believe, then, that there were no people who were righteous in Gisd
sight from the time of Abraham up to the time that the Law was
imposed? Or, that there were no people who had faith in the.orD God
Almighty? Of course not. There were people of faith; some of the
descendants of Abraham were people of faith and were considered by
the LORD to be righteous, just like Abraham, because of their faith.
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The point | am trying to reiterate here is that the Bible teaches,
AWIithoath 1a4a i s I mpossible to please G
other words, what theL orD looks at is whether or not we have faith.
The Bible also teaches that the Lord Jesus Christ himself is the author
and finisher, or perfecter, of that faith. (Hebrews 12:2) Again, itis

faith that is crucial to our right standing with the LorD God Almighty.

It was faith that was crucial for the centuries between the Abrahamic
covenant and the imposition of the rules, regulations and ordinances of
Levitical Law, and it is faith that is still crucial now after the first

Advent of JesusChrist and the time of His atonement for our iniquity
and sin through His crucifixion and death. Even under LeviticalLaw
this wastrue, since the purpose of LeviticaLaw was to teach the
children of Israel to put their faith and hope in the coming Messiah
promised by Moses andlater, the prophets.

If Levitical Law could have made the children of Israel righteousthere
would have been no need for blood sacrifices, and if the sacrifices of
unblemishedanimals had been sufficientthere would have been no
need foran unblemishedSavior. So, LeviticalLaw and its required
sacrifices allpointed to the need for a Rdeemer. Having faith has
always been, and still is, what thé. orRD God Almighty holds to be more
valuable than adhering to LeviticalLaw!

Romans 2:2529 declares that, spiritually speaking, those who are true
descendants of Abraham are those who have hundd themselves
before theLorRD and havetheir faith, and thereby their righteousness,
in Him:

For circumcision is indeed profitable if you keep the Law,
but if you are a breaker of the Law your circumcision has
become uncircumcision. Therefore, if an uneccumcised
man keeps the righteous requirements of the Law will not
his uncircumcision be counted as circumcision? And will
not the physically uncircumcised, if he fulfills the Law,
judge you who even with your written code and
circumcision are a transgressor of the Law? For he is not a
Jew who is one outwardly nor is circumcision that which is
outward in the flesh [this describesational Israel], but he

is a Jew who is one inwardly and circumcision is that of the
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heart in the spirit [of love], not in the letter [of the Law],
whose praise is not from men but from God [this describes
spiritual Israel]. [brackets mine]

Romans 2:2529 NKJV

Romans 2:2529 reminds me of a personal story. One of my good
Christian friends, Steve, who happens to be heterosexual, is someone
with whom | had worked for a long time. He was in a quandary,
because he knew that my life demonstrated the principles offfist and
yet, at the same time, he knew that | was homosexual. No matter how
much we discussed the issue, he could not reconcile my homosexuality
with my Christianity based on his understanding of the Bible. To be
sure, we had discussed this issue oftefAnd | was willing to do that,
because he was Bving person willing to listen as well as to share his
comments in norjudgmental and noncondemning ways.)

Steve and Iwent through all Scriptural aspects even obliquely related to
samesex behaviordn the Bible but to no avail. The breakthrough did
not come for him until (thinking of the previously-quoted Romans 2:25
29) | as k éaidpodsiblenStevé) that, if thee orRD God Almighty
can view uncircumcision as circumcision when the uncircumsed

person has faith, then could He not also view a homosexual who has
faith, and who is righteous in His sight as a result of that faith, to be, in
a sense, equal with heterosexualsl?, as the Bible states, circumcision is
Goddos st andar duncraurdcisiGhoas eqtivalenatd s
circumcision when the person has faith, could He not also treat the
homosexual orientation as equivalent to the heterosexual orientation if
the person has faith®  othen words, althoughGod at one time viewed
circumcision as thesign, token or standardthrough which people
demonstrated that theyhad a corenant with Him (Genesis 17:11), in this
New Covenant dispensation Godiews uncircumcision the same as
circumcision, providing that peopleG heaits are in the right place.
Concomitantly, could He not also end up in this dispensation to view the
homosexual orientation the same as the heterosexual orientation for
those people whose love for Him, faith in Him and hope in Him are not
displaced?
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Though Steve and | had discusskthis issue for many months, these

particular questions and the particular scriptural references just quoted

created the turning pointin understanding for Steve. The Holy Spirit

moved in a special way, and Steve sai
sensé 0O

Sometimes, the Holy Spirit uses different verses, different passages, or

different phrasesfrom the Bible in order to impinge upon our

consciousness theame basidruth. For Steve, it was understanding,

interpreting and applying this Scripture 8 i Ther ef ore, 1 f an
uncircumcised man keeps the righteous requirements of the law will not

his uncircumci sion be counteddtoas cir c
how God might view the homosexual who is righteous (that is, who has

faith in Him).

For Steve,t was as i f the Scripture were r €
a homosexual has faith in thé.orRD God Almighty will not his
homosexual ity be counted as heterosex.!

that heterosexuality is the ideal type or standard. And, @rhaps itwas

relative to reproduction and one of Gods earliest commandments to

Abe fruitful, and multiply, and repl el
but, we also know through Scripture that God has special promises for

those who do not reproduce. (Will address this laterby way of Isaiah

56:35.)

To be sure the Gospel message is a very simple message; but, when

end up reading verses and passages within the Bible like Romans 2:25

29, it is not until the Holy Spirit elucidates and illuminates tlose

passages that we are able to more fully understand their implications

and applications. Indeed, to the human mind, Romans 2:289 is

somewhat obtuse; so, unless the Holy Spirit resides in us and/or

ministers its specific meaning to us, we really canmnainderstand that

passage, because it would just seem like doulilea | k or Adoubl esp
(i.e., convoluted). We must depend upon the Holy Spirit for

interpretation and meaning relative to the Scriptures:

The [person]without the Spirit does not accept the things
that come from the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to
him, and he cannot understand them, because they are
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spiritually discerned. [brackets mine]
1 Corinthians 2:14 NIV

The reason that | am spending considerable time on the particular issue
of Levitical Law versus grace is that, too often, people would have
others live according toLevitical Law, when theLorD God Almighty

has done away with adhering to it as a criteriorfor entering His

Kingdom.

It is not Godés desire for Christiansto live according toLevitical Law.

So, do not quoteLevitical Law to one another as the ideal standard or
measure, since that would be very dangerous. Dangerous? Yes, itis
dangerous to usd_evitical Law in order to evaluate or assess the lives of
other individuals or to impose its restrictions on others. Galatians:30
tells us of that danger, and this 1is
observing the law are under a curse, for it is writterdCursed is everyone
who does not continue to do everything written in the Book of the Law
[i.,e.,the Torah]@ ( NI V, b e)aSo,kf gou thinkrthatother
people should live byLevitical Law, you actually put that measure(or,
standard) upon yourself, and you yourself are then cursedecause you
cannot ever fulfill or live up to the obligations of all of the rules,
regulations and ordinances that are found in Leviticus or, for that
matter, in the rest of the Pentateuch.

The Apostle Paul states:

We who are Jews by birth and nofiGentile sinners know
that a man is not justified by observing the law, but by faith
in Jesus Chist. So we, too, have put our faith in Christ
Jesus that we may be justified by faith in Christ and not by
observing the law, because by observing the law no one will
be justifi e d . 0

Galatians 2:1516 NIV

Those who try to applyLevitical Law to the lives of others shouldlso
seek understanding of the following passages:
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Do not judge, or you too will be judged. For in the same
way you judge others, you will be judged, and with the same
measure you use, it will be measured to you.

Matthew 7:1-2 NIV

You, therefore, have no excuse, you who pass judgment on
someone else, for at whatever point you judge the other, you
are condemning yourself, because you who pass judgment
do the same things.

Romans 2:1 NIV

Scripture shows that Christ Jesus Himself broke_evitical Law,
according to the legalistic views of the people of his day, by working on
the Sabbath in direct violation of Leviticus 23:3:

There are six days when you may work, but the seventh day
Is a Sabbathday of rest, a day of sacred assembly. You are
not to do any work; wherever you live, it is a Sabbath to the
L ORD.

Leviticus 23:3 NIV

How did Jesusfiwork o on the Sabbath day? He healed the sick on the
Sabbath. (John 7:23) AndHe permitted His disciples to pick grain on
the Sabbath:

At that time, Jesus went through the grainfields on the
Sabbath. His disciples were hungry and began to pick some
heads of grain and eat them. When the Pharisees saw this,
t hey sai d kitYourdidcipes aré@ doiagowhat is
unl awful on the Sabbath. oo
Matthew 12:1-2 NIV

Responding to these legalistslesus reminded them that even King
David also brokelevitical Law when he ate bread that had been
consecrated to thd.orD (Matthew 12:3-4; see also 1 Samuel 21:6 and
Leviticus 24:5 and 9).
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Not only did Jesus fail to enforcd_evitical Law when he prevented the
adulteress from being stoned (John 8:3; see also Leviticus 20:10), he
changed or altered the Law by challenging ta crowd to examine
themselves first before they judged her. To be sure, Jesus elevated the
Law to a higher level, or more spiritual plane, when He taught:

AYou have heard that 1t was sai d [
long ago,do not murder, and anyone wio murders will be
subject to judgmentdS[in Exodus 20:13] But I tell you that
anyone who is angry with his brother will be subject to
j ud g méoratketsomine]
Matthew 5:21-22 NIV

AYou have hvassaid[inthehLaw],do rot

commit adultery.6[in Exodus 20:14] But | tell you that

anyone who looks at a woman lustfully has already

commi tted adultery [bvackesmihe¢r i n hi s
Matthew 5:27-28 NIV

AYou have heard that cEyetforaygs sai d [ i
and tooth for tooth.6[in Exodus 21:24; Leviticus 24:20; and
Deuteronomy 19:21] But | tell you, Do not resist an evil
person. If someone strikes you on the right chde turn to
him t he o forlackats mné]s o. O
Matthew 5:38-39 NIV

AYou have heard thatdoveyowas sai d [
neighbor and hate your enemyd[Leviticus 19:18] But | tell
you: Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute
you, that you may be sons of your F
[brackets mine]

Matthew 5:43-44 NIV

Relative to the issue of evitical Law versus faith, the Apostle Paul
wrote:

Where, then, is boasting? It is excluded. On what
principle? On that of observing the law? No, but on that of
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faith. For we maintain that a man is justified [made
righteous] by faith apart from observing the law.[brackets
mine]

Romans 3:2728 NIV

Understanding Biblical Contexts for Laws Regarding
Forbidden Sexual Liaisons, Cros€ressing, and
Eunuchs

So,why the seemingy hard-line stance by God in the Torah concerning
samesex behavior, crosgiressing (transvestitism), and eunuchs
(castrated males)?

As | stated earlier in the case of both male and female cult prostitutes
(the gadashimand gadashoth), Godis against activity that is associated
with idolatrous worship no matter what that activity happens to be.

The Canaanite fertility religions incorporated ceremonial practices that
involved ritualistic sexual immorality between members of the same sex
(aswell as opposite sex)cross dressing, and even castration. L&tnow
consider further the role that these cult pracices had in terms of
shaping Levitical Law.

| indicated in the previous chapter what a substantial role temple cult
prostitution had in terms of worshipping fertility gods and goddesses.
Let us consider 1 Kings 14:24. | think this is an important enough verse
to underline a particular key phrase that helps provide an interpretive

|l ink to one of the two A ohlyubeder 0
against homosexuality and homosexuals:

And there were also sodomites in the land; and they did
according to all the abominations othe nations which the
L orD [had] cast out before the children of Israel [brackets
mine]

1 Kings 14:24 KJV
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é and male prostitutes were found in the land; they
followed all of the abominations ofthe peoples which the
L orRD dispossessed before the Israelites 1 Kings 14:24 ML

é and there were also male cult prostitutes in the land.
They did according to the abominations othe nations
which the L orD drove out before the people of Israel

1 Kings 14:24 RS

There were even male shrine prostitutes in the land; the
people engaged in all the detestable practicestbie nations
the L orD had driven out before the Israelites

1 Kings 14:24 NIV

There was homosexuality throughout the land, and the
people of Judah became as depraved #w heathen nations
which the L orRD drove out to make room for His people

1 Kings 14:24 LB

Regardless of theBible translation or version, we now know from the

groundwork laid down in Chapter Two of this book that 1 Kings 14:24

real ly st at e smaletemdle cultiprosétutesi nwetrlree | and. 0
Any translation otherthanii mal e t empl e cult prostitu
shrine pr ost iadurategeospiecise eendaring of tlen

Hebrew gadashim(the male temple cult prostitutes who were used in

ceremonial sexual rituals for Ashoreth, Baal and Molech andvarious

other fertility gods and goddesses worshipped throughout most of

antiquity).

So, inlookng at 1 Kings 14:24 (KJV),itSays, At here were al s
gadashim|or Amal e t empl dantrelahdwhoglido st i t ut es
according to all the abominationd i . e . , i otoil cagilse®]us pr a
nations which thel orb[had] cast out before the children of Israel 0

[brackets mine]

The part of the sentencéhat | underlined abovei s At he nati ons v
theLorRbhad cast out bef or el GQahset cohuitl,dor en
Adi spossessed, 06 Adrove out, 06 and fAhad
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guoted versions are translated from the past tense of a Hebrew verb. In

other words, there were male temple cult prostitutes in the land who did

according to the abominatiors of the nations which the_.orD God

Almighty had alreadyd t hat i s ,0 c¢a$tgutbeforetheo

childrenof Israel( whi ch i s to say, fdahbd er 06 t he
taken over the Promised Land) You will see howimportant this is as a

link to the interpretatio n of the Levitical referencewhich many think

applies to modernday homosexuals and homosexuality (i.e., Leviticus

18:22).

Before we turn to Leviticus 18:22, let me remind you that, by now, you
should know that holding the whole Bible whilesimultaneously

attending to its various parts is imperative in understanding Scripture.
And, when you interpret the Bible, you need to look at the literary
context in which a particular verse is found (not only the literary

context in terms of surroundingverses but alsarossreferences and

links to it in other placeswithin the Bible as well), and you need to look
at each verse relative to its historical context. Why? Because, as | have
stated before, individual Bible verses when te alone often onlypresent
part of the truth. It is the whole Bible that imparts the whole truth.

(That is why we need to cherish and study therhole book.) To
understand, interpret, and apply Scripture, we need to abide by the
dictum, ATo proof tetxdxtwid hout <cont ex:t

Do | believe that the Bible is the inspired word of God? Yes, | do
believe that the Bible is the inspired word of God, but, also, that we
need to attend toeverything it says: Everything, and not just selectively
take out of context what we wanhto take out. One of the reasons that
Christianity has so many denominations is becaus# selective
interpretation and misinterpretation and selective application and
misapplication.

Let& begin by sharingLeviticus 18:22 in its immediatecontext:

{21} Do not give any of your children to be sacrificed to
Molech, for you must not profane the name of your God. |
am theLorbD. {22} Do not lie with a man as one lies with a
woman; that is detestabldq Ul Ukfalhd bar #

idolatrous practiced J23} Neither shalt thou lie with any
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beast to defile thyself therewith: neither shall any woman
stand before a beast to lielown thereto: it is confusion.{24}
Defile not yourselves in any of these things: fan all these
the nations are defiled which | [am @ing to] cast out before
you. [brackets mine]

Leviticus 18:21-24 KJV

Now that you have read Leviticus 18:224, you see that it starts with,

AYou must not pr obLarmbysatriicmgyola me of t he
children to the fertility god Mol ech. ¢
the Canaanite fertility gods, and that profaning theL orRDG name

includes worshipping false gods through sexual acts committed with

male temple cult prostitutes dedtated to those false godsafldressed in

verse 22) and ritual acts committed with animals in temples dedicated to

them as well (indicated by verse 23).

How do we know that the malemale sex indicated in verse 22 is with
male temple cult prostitutes? Fir st, through the literary shift in verse 21
to the worship of the fertility god Molech. Secaond, because of the

presence of the HebrewwordU | Urik@adnh¥ lin verse 22 tt

marks idolatrous practices {mprecisely translated in the King James

Versionas fiabominationdo and in the New In
Adet est abl e ahrough thdimmgbrtanttink that exists

betweenl Kings 14:24 and Leviticus 1824:Levi t i cus 18: 24 r e:
not defile yourselves with any othese things which defiled the nationsl

am going to cast out before vyosa. 0 Be
that phrasecanalsb e t r ans | a wikahst oufbvehfioache Iyou, 0O
referring to the same natlhogmhad i n 1 Ki 1
cast outbefore the childre n of | srael 0o (partly becau
practices of thegadeshim which He specifically refers to inthe

beginning of1 Kings 12:.24by t he wuse f fAgadashi mo

Again, what important link exists between 1 Kings 14:24 and Leviticus
18:24? In 1 Kings 14:24, theL orD explains what specifically was
included as defiling the nations for which cause in Leviticus 18:24 He
promised He was going to cast thentithe nation) out.
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Then, considering the link that exists between 1 Kings 14:24 and
Leviticus 18:24,as well as the leadn of Leviticus 18:21, what is the
context of Leviticus 18:227

That Athey [the male temple cult prost
abominations[idolatrous practices] of the nations[or, Gentiles] which

the LorD had cast outbeforethechi dr en of | srael o (1 Ki
NKJV) has great significance, because it gives us insight into what type

of male-male sex is signaled in Leviticus 18:22 through its cross

reference to Leviticus 18: 24 i

are defiled which lam goingto castoub ef or e youo) .

Had homosexuality been the reason that theorD had cast out the
nations before the children of Israel, He would not have referred
specifically to male temple cult prostitution in 1 Kings 14:24.Thus are
we provided in 1 Kings 14:24 with the important link to Leviticus 18:22
that God is referring to male-male sex in the context of temple cult
prostitution.

Further, in Leviticus 18:21-24, all four versesmust be taken together.

The A . by all.thedetbimgs. : .0 in Leviticus 18: 2
mine] includes the idolatrous worship to Molech explicitly stated in

verse 21 and the pagan practices incorporated into such worship, which

practices included the murderous sacrifices of chilgn (verse 21) as

well as sexual relations between male idol worshippers and male temple

cult prostitutes (verse 22) as well as between both male and female idol
worshippers and animals (verse 23).

So, in reading Leviticus 18:23124, we hae gone back tan earlier time

(relative to 1 Kings 14:29, andtheLorDi s saying At hese ido
people are doing abominable thingsgi.e., involving themselves in

idolatrous practices) and, for the things that they are doing, | am going

to castthemout beforeyoms you enter and take t hei
literary and historical contexts provide this most important biblical link

to help us understand Gods seeminty hard-line stance against same

sex activities in Leviticus. Whaés the context for the malemale sex

that& mentioned in verse 22? An idolatrous one! Versd is an

introductory sentence. Athough those verses do not form what we

think of as a paragraph in modernday terms, Verse 21 is a literary shift
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away from the forbidden sexual liaisons with ear-relatives and
neighborsreferred to in the earlier verses(6 through 20)of Chapter
Eighteen. Verse 21 is an introductory sentence to a discussion of
fertility god worship to the same degree that verse 6 is an introductory
sentence to a discussion dbrbidden sexual liaisons with neasrelatives.

Although the Bible was not written in paragraph form, verse 21 is an

introduction to this whole subsectionand it mentions the fertility god

Molech. How was Molech worshipped? Molech was worshipped in all

sorts of unseemly waysFor example sometimes worshippers went so

far as to actually sacrifice their chi
through the fireo (i .e., burning them
which verses 22 through 24 have been writtein Leviticus, Chapter 18.

To be sure, bestiality and male cult prostitution were common within

houses of worship dedicated to Molech as well as in the houses of

worship dedicated to other pagan fertity gods and goddesses

Many Bible scholars understand what | have just statedHere is just
one example, using Volume Two of he Expositors Bible(purposely
quoted from its 1900 editionto show you that this is not a recently
contrived view), which was a 25volume set providedas a study tool and
reference aid in many Bible collegesschoolsand institutes. (Certainly,
it is found as a reference tool in the library at Christ Evangelical Bible
Institute.) Volume Two covers Leviticus and Numbers.Let me share
with you what it says concerning the Levitical referenceto

Aabomi nabl ed0 sex

The inconceivably unnatural crimes prohibited in verses 22,
23 [meaning, the specified makenale sex and bestiality]
were in like manner[like verse 21]essentially connected
with idolatrous worship; the former [the male-male aspect]
with the worship of Astarte or Ashtoreth [remember that it
was the high priests and priestesses of Ashtoreth that
actually ended up worshipping the Asherah, which was a
pole or totem shaped like a phallus or penidyy offering up
sexual sacrifices as temple cult prostitutes] and the latter [in
reference to bestiality] with the worship of the hegoat at
Mendes in Egypt as the symbol of thgenerative power in
nature. What a hideous perversion of the moral sense was
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involved in these crimes, as thus connected with idolatrous

worship, is illustrated strikingly by the fact that men and

women, thus prostituted to the service of false gods, were
designated by the termgladeshgadeshalh fAsacredodo or
A h o | Nolwonder thatthe sacred writer brands these

horrible crimes, as in a peculiar and almost solitary sense,
fabominati ond qnd Aconfusion. o

Regarding these and other unlawful sexual relations, at the beginning of
the 18th Chapter of Leviticus it is recorded that theL orD said the
following to Moses:

ASpeak to the | sr adamth¢eleosdD and say to
your God. You must not do as they do in Egypt, where you
used to live, and you must not do as they do in the land of
Canaan, where | am bringing you. Do not follow their
[idolatrous] practices.@ [brackets mine]
Leviticus 18:1-3 NIV

My discourse on the samesex question in Leviticus is summarized on
the next page in Figure Fivewhich is intentionally on one page so that it
might be used as a handout for discussion purposes

% Nicoll, Reverend W. Robertson (editor)T h e E x p 0 s i, Volumed2s Furikiartsl Wagnalls,
New York, 1900, pages 38388.
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The Pearson Amplification & Paraphrase of Leviticus
18:3 & 21-24 with Cross Reference to 1 Kings 14:24

Leviticus 18

{3} You must not do as they do in Egypt, where you used to live, and youl
must not do as they do in the land of Canaan, where | am bringing you.
Do not follow any of their [pagan, barbaric andidolatrous] practices.

{21} You should not dedicate your seed [neither sperm nor children] to
the fertility god Molech. This profanes the Name of your God. | MAKE
THIS PRONOUNCEMENT, MY NAME IS YAHWEH. {22} You men
should not dedicate your seed to anfertility god by sowing seed with a
male temple cult prostitute as you would sow seed with a woman. This
idolatrous practice causes you to be unclean. {23} And both men and
women will be ritually unclean if they cross the species barrier and have
sacred sex with temple animals. {24} Do not make yourselves unclean by
any of these practices; for in all these pagan, barbaric and idolatrous
practices the nationsare defiled, which lam going to cast out from before

you.

Who were the overseers of all ttee of the activities in Leviticus 18:2123?
The answer comes from 1 Kings 14:24: The individuals in question were

the qadeshim,thesec al | ed fAsacred oneso or |[fipagan
religions, more accurately referred to agemple cult prostiites It was
because of the idolatrous practices of thesesoa |l | ed fAholy Joneso

L ORD cast the nations out of Isragls promised land:
1 Kings 14
{24} And there were also temple cult prostitutes in the land: and they

involved themselves in allthe pagan, barbaric and idolatrouspracticesof
the nationswhich the LORD had cast out before the children of Israel

Figure Five
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| think the most disturbing thing, dear reader, is that interpretations

such as the one just given have been around for decades as well as

centuries (for example in the 1900 editionofT he Ex posi),fbwr 6s Bi |
they are just pushed to the side in order to permit the promulgation of a

particular agenda against homosexualsyhich, to be surejs a political

agenda born out of religious legalisnand personal distaste

Yes some people are ignorant of what it means to be homosexual. And
because they are ignorant of what it means to be homosexual, they
assume that, becausthey are not homosexual, it must be unnatural.

And, they assume that others who are homosexual must be depraved,
because thoughts and ideas of companionship with someone of the same
sex are abhorrent and foreign to them. Of course they are abhorrent

and foreign to them, but that doesiit necessarily mean that they are

wrong for other individuals. Nor does it mean that the Bible condemns
modern-day homosexuals.

Regarding promulgation of such a onesided perspective, | fault less the
people who attend chuch in ignorance of the Bible and who are being
fed from the pulpit one perspective and one perspective alone regarding
homosexuality. On whose shoulders | think the responsibility rests are
the pastors and the teachers and the Bible scholars who allowcartain
viewpoint to be presented relative to this particular issuavithout ever
presenting the alternate hypothesis or view This does a great disservice
to the gospel of Christ. Do you know why it does a disservice? Because
many homosexuals (as wellasome of those sympathetic to their plight)
are kept from the cross of Christ. Many are kept from the blood of the
Lamb. They are hindered, because they end up believing either that
God doesrit love them or that God cannot be an honorable God if
ministers of His gospel foster hatred and condemnation.

Do you know what it means to be a homosexual and sit in a church only

to hear a pastor or a preacher say that you areapraved and are bound

for hell? Indeed, you would not sit in that church for very lorg. And, if

you are not saved, you may exit that church before you ever really hear

(i.e., understand)the gospel message. As a result of that, you might

decide (and | have known peopl e who h:
going to hell, then I am goingo hell real goodo And, they do that

exactly! This is not to negate that homosexuals have individual
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responsibility; it is to remind Christians that they have the

responsibility to reach out to each and every other person in order to
bring them to the cross of Christ by demonstrating Christ in their lives
through loving others in addition to sharing the gospel message, which
Is the good news that atonement has been given for us all through the
substitutionary offering of the perfect and blameless onhpegotten Son
of God, Jesus Christ.If you are a heterosexual Christian, you will not
be able to effectively minister to homosexuals if you condemn, judge or
disparage them.

Those of you who know the Bible
why the doublereference to malemale sex in both Leviticus 18:21 and
Leviticus 20: 13?0

Leviticus 20:13 states:

If a man lies with a man as one lies with a woman, both of,
them have done what is detestaprU | UiEsalh & lor

Ai dol atThey mnsstdé put todeath; their blood will
be on their own heads. [brackets mine]
Leviticus 20:13 NIV

Simply stated, Chapter 18 of Leviticus identifies théicrimeo of
committing the idolatrous offenseand Chapter 20 prescribes the

A puni s Homeomriting it. In other words, the ancient Jews read
the nature of the crimesin Chapter 18 and, then, looked up the type of
puni shment (the APenal Codeo) 1in
written by the Holy Spirit, the chapters of the Bible areman-made and,
thus, artificial.)

If you read or reread Chapters 18 and 19 in Leviticus, you will find that,
basically, they contain a listing of various crimes against God. Chapter
20 is the secalled penal code in Leviticus; and, so, it restates most the
crimes in Chapters 18 and 19 and, then, lists the punishment for each
particular crime. Itis as if you went to court and the judge opeed up

coul d

Chapt

one bookandsaidiWel | , | see that y@audsdhave Vi

of a parti cul ahengheuidga wonldtake autaa n d
different book containing the penal code (i.e., a list of punishments) and
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say, AnSinc | adnéksh, t he | aw
her e t h or that parti

you have vio
IS f

e
e puni shment
That is why there is a dolle reference to malemale sex in Chapters 18

and 20 of Leviticus. The Chapter 18 reference states the-salled

crime, and the Chapter 20 reference then indicates the punishment for

that particular crime. | recommend that you reador reread Chapters

18 and 19 (Athe crimeso) and Chapter
confirm for yourself the written division between the identified crimes

and their prescribed punishments. As you are reading, remind yourself

that Leviticus is a compilation of separ#&e writings and was not meant

to be read as continuously running prose. (This last statement is not

meantto take away from the continuity of Leviticus nor from itsdivine

authority and authorship.)

Crossdressing

Why did God take such a hardline stance against coss dressing or
transvestitism? Surely, God is omniscient; He knows that various
cultures and traditions have different forms of dress. And, certainly,
since civilization and culture have evolved to the way that they are
today, we find therereally is less and less of a distinction concerning
different kinds of apparel for males and females (except, peripes, in
some Islamic countries).

Is God really unwavering relative to dresses for women and pants for

men? Deut er onomy 2 2: Bshaledwdear,anyffiifg thato ma
pertains to a man nor shall a man put on a womais garments, for all

who do so are an abomination to thtorby our God. 0 ( KJ V)
verse was taken alone and out of literary and historical context, students

of the Bible might easily fall to condemn transgenders, which

condemnation is certainly evident today. (Keep in mind that the word
transgenderismhas become an umbrella term that often includes both

pre- and postoperative transsexuals as well as heterosexual cress
dressersand certain performance artists.

Now, | am not transgendered, but | do know that it is very unfair to use
Deuteronomy 22:5 against transgenderism. Let me explain why this
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verse was written. This verse was written partly because idolatrous

temple practices involved in the cult worship ofertility goddesses

included young male prostitutes dressed up as women to emulate the
feminine form of their fAidol o as well
procurers of their sexual service® A pr ocurer so here refer
heterosexual maleswhavoul d purchase their Asacri
sexud activity. So, transvestitism initself is not bad; it was the context

that was evil; it was the intent that was bad.

Remember in Chapter Oneof this book when | stated that A
at the heart andnot at the outerappearanc®? (See 1 Samuel 16)7If

we took a decontextualized view of Deuteronomy 22:5 and compared it

to 1 Samuel 16:7, it would seem, then, that God is schizophrenic,

because on one hand He says, ooialo, I |
your outer appearance, 0 and then, on t
take Deuteronomy 22:5 out ohistorical context,it seemsthat God is

sayi ng, n care more about your outer

y our hWalrbelieve me, God is noschizophrenic. God is much
brighter, healthier, and more knowledgeable than we think that He is!
In fact, considering the limitations that we have as human beings and
the very limited understanding that we have of the universe, we have
little concept of G 0 d @miscience, complete health and perfect
knowledge to be able to come to a basic understanding of the
magnificence and the wonder of Hs selfexistent intelligence. God
understands all things,including intents as well as outcomes. Simply
stated, ancient temple cult practices involved transvestitism. That ione
of the reasons why God was against croskessing.

Rabbi Jon-Jay Tilsen provides us with this view:

The Torah& concern in this verse [Deuteronomy 22:5],
then, is not with creating or reinforcing gender differences
per se, but in preventing gender associations of clothing
from being used to deceive others for purposes leading to
sexual immorality. The key hereseems to be deception for
illicit purposes. Indeed this law appears in Deuteronomy in
the context of laws against deceit.
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While the legal interpretations of this verse from

Deuteronomy have been diverse, most of Jewish legal

discussion has not taken thgerse to suggest a blanket ban

or condemnation of what foday we ca

Indeed, Rabbi Tilsen acknowledges, if Jews believed in the universal

applicability of Deuteronomy 22:5, they would not be permitted to

crossdress on the festivaloP ur i m. Rabbi Ti &ghen furt
history of legal interpretation in Jewish law is not unlike that of other

legal systems in that judges ultimately must apply the laws to redife

situations and are thus forced to define the terms in a way thatill

make sense within the framework of their codes, case law and social

real ity. o Yes, the rabbis, priests al
the relevancy and contexts of situations before they decided the

applicability of the written Law of Moses Such examination

demonstrates the significant intelligence and wisdom that can only be

provided through the self-existentLorD God Almighty. Indeed, any

true intelligence or wisdom that we have is derived from our Creator.

If we consider the Apostle Pauds stance relative to this issue of

appropriate gender-related appearance, we find that in 1 Corinthians

11: 2, he states, Al praise you for rert
holding to the teachingsjus as | passed them on to vy

He continues:

{6} If a woman does not cover her head, she should have her
hair cut off; and if it is a disgrace for a woman to have her
hair cut or shaved off, she should cover her head.

{13} Judge for yourselves: Is it proper for a woman to pray
to God with her head uncwered? {14} Does not the very
nature of things teach you that if a man has long hair, it is a
disgrace to him, {15} but that if a woman has long hair, it is
her glory? For long hair is given to her as a covering.

1 Corinthians 11:6,1315 NIV

“0 Tilsen, Rabbi Jon-Jay. URL in 2000 http://www.uscj.org/ctvalley/beki/crossdress.html
URL in 2009: http://www.beki.org/crossdress.html
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Now, | find it really curious that many people might refer to what they
think are biblical injunctions against homosexuality and pay no
attention to the idea of womeis head coverings in church. An
advocating that womencover their heads when they pray? Naye just
need to understand the literary and historical contexd of the Apostle
PaulG position just aswe need to understand that many people apply
principles for biblical interpretation arbitrarily or, at least, selectively.

In order to understand the werses just quoted from 1 Corinthians, we
need to go back to verse 2: Al ©pra
everything and for holding to th

rendered Ateachingso i n the New n
transl|l atedons oadn the Modern Langu
Versions of the Bi btiaditions thdt mvedéeh er w
given to you.o ATeachingso and it

the Greek wordp a r a d @psrddasis), which is defined irStrongés
Concordanceas fit he Jewish traditionary |

We know that traditions and customs change. TheorD God Almighty
understands that traditions and customs change. Ask yourself (and |
am not going to answethese questions for you. | will let yo answer
them for yourself): Do youreally think that the Lorp God Almighty
cares whether a woman has short hair or a man has long hair? Do you
really think that He cares if we wear unisex clothing? | trust you can
answer these questions for yourself.

Whenever we are tempted to judge another on the basis of his or her
apparel, we need to remind ourselve
i nto Christ have clothed yourselves
In other words, in the reality of God, whenwe accept the Lord Jesus

Christ as personal Savior, we arelressedn Him. We also need to

remember that in heaven we will be clothed in His glory! Truly, He

cares not one whit about how we are dresseah earth other than that

we are dressed appropriatly for inclement weather. (Our Lord is like

that, you know.)
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Eunuchs

Finally, let us now consider another verse that, if taken out of context,
would pose quite a dilemma for males who have had a bilateral
orchiectomy (both testicles removed):

No one who has been emasculated by crushing or cutting
may enter the assembly of th& oRD.
Deuteronomy 23:1 NIV

To be sure, some ancient cult practices involved castration. Why would
pagan devotees castrate themselves? To emulate the fegtifjoddesses
they idolized, including Ashtoreth, Cybele, Aphrodite, Astarte, Magna
Mater, Ma, and countless other®d who were all catered to by
transvestite priests wanting to devote themselves in IHeng

commitment to, and worship of, thesandividual f ertility goddesses. In
order to do that, they wanted to make their bodies resemble, as closely
as possible, the bodies of the individual goddesses they served.

For these transvestite male temple cult prostitutes, there were two
common castration optios or practices: One practice was to break a
clay pot and, from the shattered pieces, to take a shard and cut the
testicles off (and sometimes the penis as well) in honor of the fertility
goddess. Another way was to take the testicles and crush them in
between two stones or rocks in order to render oneself a physiologic
and, to a certain extent, an anatomi® eunuch.

In the King James Verson, Deuteronomy 23:1istranslated f He who
wounded in the smeané¢esfhifestooceéeso i

English] or has his privy member <cut
to Aprivate membero or fipeniso] shal

the LORD. 0 akenTout ofhistorical context, that is mighty strong
language, as well as very puzzling languagelagive to modern-day
applicability. For example, there have been football accidents where a
player has actually had to have both testicles removed because of
damage sustained during the accident. Does that mean, based on the
Law, that he should not be gart of the congregation of theLorD? No,
again | say, the Law needs to be considaten the contextin which it
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waswritten. The reason that God did not want a male who had his
penis cut off, or testes crushed or removed, to enter into His
congregationat that time was becase such mutilation was
characteristically done in honorof pagan fertility goddesses. Of course,
they were rather extreme tokens of personal commitment and covenant
vows made by pagan people to their idols. Hse actionslisgusted God,
0 as theyshoulddisgust God! They were, and still aredetestable (i.e.,
abominable) to Him, because of their association with idolatryand,

t hus, fdet est.aGndcpuldispbw peapte out hesaose of
this brand of selfmutilation, becatse, though unknown to most of its
practitioners, it sought to bring honor to Satan himself.

Concerning the damaged testicles referred to in Deutenomy 23:1,
there is adifferent reference relative to blemishes in gneral in Leviticus
21:16-20(NIV):

{16} The LoRD said to Moses{17}i Say t odohthea o n:
generations to come none of your descendants who has a
defect may come near to offer the food of his God18} No

man who has any defect may come near: no man who is

blind or lame, disfigured or deformed; {19} no man with a
crippled foot or hand, {20} or who is hunchbacked or

dwarfed, or who has any eye defect, or who has festering or
running sores or damaged testiles@®

Doesrid that sound somewhat strange to you? In terms of
contemporary society and the understanding the Lord Jesus has
brought through His Holy Spirit, you know that the LorD God
Almighty would not prevent a dwarf from approaching Him in prayer
or keep him from salvation. Why did it matter in ancient times?
Because thd.oRD God Almighty was trying to convey to quite
unsophisticated people that He is worthy of unblemished indiduals
and perfect sacrifices. He did not mean that He was rejecting these
people forever, just that they were not to serve in priestly roles if they
were disabled or disfigured. So, even though Leviticus 21:20 and
Deuteronomy 23:1 both include eunuchsDeuteronomy 23:1 is really
speaking of those who have sethutilated in order to honor fertility
goddesses and Leviticus 21:20 is speaking about those of His
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congregation (i.e., the children of I ¢
accidentally or congenitally. To be sure, at that time theL orRD was

trying to convey that He is worthy of perfect sacrifices,lte embodiment

of which would later be found in the sacrifice of Christ Jesus on the

cross as the pure and perfect ALamb of

No, a blanket statementthat eunuchs cannot enter into the congregation
of the LORD is definitely not true. It is definitely not true that that
commandment has universal application and/or that it is relevant to
todayG dispensation. We do know that, if God wereeally against
eunuchs, He would not have consoled them as he does in Isaiah 5&:3

{3} Let no foreigner who has bound himself to thé.orRD
say, TheLorbp will surely exclude me from his people. And

|l et not any eunuch compl ai n, Il am o
treed connoti ng tdhce]l.{4}Roathidid i ty t o r ef
whattheLorRbs ays: ATo the eunuchs who ke

Sabbaths, who choose what pleases me and hold fast to my
covenantd {5} to them I will give within my temple and its
walls a memorial and a name beér than sons and
daughters [Asons and daughterso ref
reproduce]; | will give them an everlasting name [and, then,
here isevidence ofGod& sense of humdrthat will not be
c ut [brackets mine]
Isaiah 56:35 NIV

Previously, in the Deuteronomy reference, th& orD stated that He

didn@ want eunuchs to be a part of His congregation and, yet, later on,

i n the 56th chapter of I saiah, He c¢omf
that you are not able to reproduce, becausd,you keep My judgments

and My precepts and if you honor My laws, | am going to give you a

better name,d an everlasting name, a name better than those who do
reproduceeone t hat wil |l not be cut off!l o

Whatds in a name, you ask? Biblicallspeaking, a name embodies the

character and identity of an individual. Consider the many Biblical

names that -ehoof(menat aegfia hioGodoe)f earr ifing
AYahweNaomes | idé on BnelioD @amida hido an d
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AJerieanh . O Such names oOsgswalhksiderftityidedi cat
and through 8 the LorD God Almighty. We know that when we are in
heaven, we will have such a name given to us:

He [or she] who has an ear, let him [or her] hear what té
Spirit says to the churches. To [the one] who overcomes, |
will give some of the hidden mana. | will also give [that
person a white stone with a new name written on it, known
only to [the ond who receives it. [brackets mine]

Revelation 2:17 NIV

AsiLordo and ASavior, o0 Jesus has the b
peoplewho have better names than others in heaven will be those who
stayed faithful to the Lord despite trials, tribulations, persecutions, and
spiritual, emotional and/or physical assassination attempts. Maybe a
Black, blind, quadriplegic Christian lesbian will have a better name in
heaven than someone who enjoyed a more privileged and carefree
existence. | do not know. But, based on Scripture, I think it possible.
Espedally since we know that everything is revered in the Kingdom of
God: the first here are last there; the last here are first there; those who
are humble here are great there; those who are arrogant and proud
here are humbled there; those who are poor herare rich there; and,
those who are rich and selfish here are poor there. (Matthew 19:30)

In terms of the nomenclature of God, our names really have great

significance. Not the earthly or human appellations that wese today.

Rather, when we get to heaven, we are going to have names that are

representative of who we aren God and/or what we did for Him on

earth to further His gospel and, by so doing, bring more honor and

glory and praise to His Holy Name. Why should someonehs has had

an extra burden in |life receive a fbet
been less burdenedSimply stated, because they have clung to God

despite the difficulties they experienced.

To be sure, some people on this planet lead more privilegedds than

others. And, although God loves all of us the same, and although when

we are made righteous in His sight we & all madethe same (that is,
Ajustifiedo), God also recognizes that
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great adversity (and, perhaps, becase of it), and in spite of people
telling us that we have no right to cling. Our Lord is both touched as
well as honored by that. And, because He is honored by it, He clzas
to honor us. (John 12:26) Alhough the wages are the same for every
believer (.e., salvatian), rewards for individuals are different based on
their works of faith.

Sometimes, | am asked questions by homosexuals who are struggling
with the issue ofChristianity and homosexuality relative to the idea that
we should reproduce and bédruitful and stock the earth with others like
ourselves. Well, the earth is already fully stocked, but, in addition to
making that point, | instruct them that in the Bible there are eunuchs
(i.e., nonreproducing individuals) whom thel orD specifically blessedn
Isaiah 56:35.

In addition to those eunuchsblessed by thd_oRD in Isaiah 56:3-5, the
L oRD also blessed a eunuch in the New Testament by granting him
repentance through the knowledge of salvation:

Now an angel ofthdorbs ai d t o Philip, AGo sout
road 0 the desert roadd that goes down from Jerusalem
to Gaza. o So he started out, and o

Ethiopian eunuch, an important official in charge of all the
treasury of Candace, queen of the Ethiopians. Thiman

had gone to Jerusalem to worship, and on his way home was
sitting in his chariot reading the book of Isaiah the prophet.

The Spirit told Philip, AGo to that
Then Philip ran up to the chariot and heard the man

readinglsaish t he prophet. ADo you under
are reading?0 Philip asked. AHow ¢
someone explains it to me?o0 So he

and sit with him. The eunuch was reading this passage of

Scripture [from Isaiah 57:3-8]: d&Hi@ was led like a sheep to

the slaughter, and as a lamb before the shearer is silent, so

he did not open his mouth. In his humiliation he was

deprived of justice. Who can speak of his descendants? For

his life was taken from the earth@ The eunuch aslked

Phil i p, ATel | me , pl ease, who i1 s th
hi mself or someone el se?0 Then Phi
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passage of Scripture and told him the good news about
Jesus. As they traveled along the road, they came to some
water and the eunuchs a i d, ALook, here 1 s wat el
shouldn@ | be baptized?o0 And he gave
chariot. Then both Philip and the eunuch went down into
the water and Philip baptized him. When they came up out
of the water, the Spirit of theL ORD suddenly tok Philip
away, and the eunuch did not see him agaibut went on his
way rejoicing. [brackets mine]
Acts 8:26:39 NIV

Do you see anmportant point? If we were very strictly interpreting an
Isolated scriptural passageliterally as opposed to considering its
context, we would be faced wittsomeenormous contradictions: In
Deuteronomy 23:1, we are told that eunuchs should not enter into the
congregation of theL orD; and, then, in Isaiah 56:35, the eunuchs
themselves ae comforted; and, later, in the New Testament, a eunuch is
actually invited by the Holy Spirit to receive the Lord Jesus Christ as
his personal Savior. Quite a dramatic turn around by God if we were
just interpreting scripture in isolation! But, again, | emphasize that
context is just as important to this issue as well as it is to the issues of
modern-day homosexuality and transvestitism.

So, what is the context of Deuteronomy 23:1? The context is that some
forms of ancient idolatrous worship involvedcastration in addition to
transvestitism and sexual prostitution. That is why God took such a
hard-line stance against some eunuchs as well as some cidressers
and all temple cult prostitutes The LorD God Almighty is against
everything and anything associated with idolatry. The eunuchs who are
comforted in Isaiah 56 are those whare part of the congregation of the
L orD and who could not reproduce either because they were born that
way or because they were accident victims. The eunuch called to
salvation in Acts 8 was seeking to understand prophetic scripture,
indicating that the intent of his heart was directed toward righteousness
and that his gaze was fixed on the orD; hence, he was called by the

L ORD to receive salvation.
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