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Dedication

This work is dedicated to theuntold number of GLBT people who have
beenrejected, abusedtormented and murdered in the name of the
L ORD and to those who have injuredthemselvesor taken their own
lives because othe pain from their victimization. The message of this
work is simple for those who are still alive: Take back your lives

through Jesus Christand be victorious. Today, in Christ, you canhave

new hopé
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Foreword

What a privilege it is for me to have the opportunity towrite, revise and
editt he book version of AChristianity an
New ThinkingforaNe w Mi | | elmtineiearlyn2990s | began
teaching a seminar and workshop on this topichrough Christ
Evangelical Bible Insttute (CEBI) in Phoenix, Arizona. The seminar
and workshop eventually became so popular that Ireceived invitations
from churches throughout the USA and Canada to present it to their
congregations in order that they midnt better understand the scriptural
basis for the affirmation that God loves and accepts both hetesexuals
and homosexuals alike (that iswithout viewing one as better than the
other).

In order to help meet the demand) ended up professionally videe

taping the seminar and workshop and offered the resulting threand-

onehal f hour series through CEBI as bot
Homosexual ity oecaurse as el pscom alseaatbne basis

for those who were not interested in pursuingourse completion or

program certificates. Overall, the videotape series didquite well, not

only having sold throughout most of the United States butlso as far

away as Vancouver (British Colombia), London (England) and Harare

(Zimbabwe).

Though the video tapes were designed so that theypuld be used

without ancillary materials, | also developed an accompanying
workbook and manual that provided pre-viewing activities, biblical
citations, and postviewing questions for each segment as well as
transcripts of the video tapes, edited to enhance comprehension, so that
students mightmore effectivelystudy and better reflect onthe lessons
contained therein. To date, the complete packagé consisting of video
tapes, workbook and manual, and transcript®d has been used by many
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students of the Bible in individual, small group, andwhole group
congregational study.

Recognizing that it wastime for new thinking and new ideas on the
issue of Christianity and homosexuality to be presented to a
significantly greater number of people for his new millennium, in the
late 19904 took all of my previous writings and additional notes and
committed them to book form in order to meet the evetincreasing
demandfor information on this topic. It is important for more people

to be exposed to this information in order to better facilitate discussion,
Christian dialogue anddebate, and eventualinderstanding and
acceptance that Christianity and homosexuality are, indeed,
reconcilableto one another

In 2010, | recorded an audio series based on this worlo facilitate easy
listening and convenient learning. Currently, my seven onehour mp3
broadcasts maybe found at:

http://www.christiangays.com/articles/joe pearson audio.shtml

You may download the mp3 files and send or broadcast them to anyone
provided that each one hourbroadcast is not partitioned or segmented
in any way. Each audio file must be sent and broadcast in its entirety.

There are three reasons thatmy materials on this topicare free:

1. | have taken to heart Proverbs 23:23, which states that we should
be willing to buy the truth but not to sell it.

2. | have alsotaken to heart Matthew 10:8(NIV), which states,
AFreely you have receiAned, therefor

3. | have made my materials free and on the internet so that they
might more easily be accessed hanally as well as
internationally.
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| have written this book: 1) to help resolve conflict within peoplés
minds concerning the reconcilability ofChristianity and homosexuality;
2) to better equip both heterosexuals and homosexuals to combat
tyranny fro m those who would try to rob homosexuals of what is
rightfully theirs through Christ Jesus (i.e., salvation, spiritual power,
peace, joy, faith, hope and love); and, 3) to bring more honor and glory
and praise to our Creator, Savior and Sovereign King, Jas Christ, by
drawing more people closer to His crosand, thereby, closer to each
other.

There are many homosexuals whose guilt has been etched deeply by the
official positions of various Christian denominations. And, there are
many homosexualghroughout the world whose pain has been
exacerbated by the unkindness shown to them through the actioasid
reactions of churchgoers. Theyinclude family-of-origin members, co
workers and longtime friends. It is my hope and prayer that the

seeming dilemma between homosexuality and Christianity be resolved
and that a higher spiritual understanding of sexuality be settled within
their minds, once and for all, both now and throughout the rest of their
earthly days.

This book alsoattempts to provide arationale for traditional churches
to become open, affirming and reconciling There are at least seven
reasons for denominations and local churches to become open,
affirming and reconciling:

1. First, churches need tdoecome open, affirming and reconcilingo
more effectively reach homosexual Christians as well as their
loved ones who may have erroneously concluded that God does
not desire to have a relationship with them.

Many homosexuals and their loved ones havseen driven out of
local churches by hateful sermon messages and some have even
been politely asked to leave by church leadership. This is not
Christian, at all.

2. Second, churches need to become open, affirming and reconciling
to more effectively reach nachristians whomay believe that
accepting Christ is not an option for them.
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Recently, | conducted my seminar and workshop in San

Francisca California. At the end of the session, someone came up
to me and expressed gratitude. Although he was not Chrisin, he
attended the seminar to find out if Christianity could be an option
for him. He was grateful for the seminar, because he learned
through it that Christianity is, indeed, an option for nonchristian
homosexuals.

. Third, churches need to becora open, affirming and reconciling
to better minister to homosexual people already in their
congregations.

Recently, when presenting my seminar and workshop at a nen

affirming church in Lake Forest, California, | was told by church

| eader shi p dwhwbatte do withWWemodexuals who no

longer wish to be homosexual, but we do not know what to do

with those who do not desire to cha
born of ignorance by those who think that, in order to not be

homosexual, all that s required is to not haveintimacy with

someone of the same sex. Such people equate homosexuality with

a sexual act and not with a psychosocial orientation.

It was very telling when the same church leadership told me that

t hey haay 91.ex To |t h@ewo hmevenwtert o r ef
from romantic expression. The leadership acknowledged that the

soc a | | egda yigidrad desires for people of the same sgx

they just did not act on those desires. In the final analysis, there is

nNo such t-h avogtrulg somdasexwal people. Perhaps

there is such a thing only for bisexual people or for others on a

broad gay-straight sexualorientation continuum, who choose

someone of the opposite sex as their lifelong covenant spousal

partner.

. Fourth, churchesneed to become open, affirming and reconciling
to more effectively demonstrate Christian love and inculcate
morality throughout the whole population.

It is no wonder that many homosexuals have decided that, if they
are going to hellbecause they are hmosexual(an erroneous
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assumption, of course), then they might as well do whatever they
like. Ironically, churches unwelcoming to homosexuals actually
promote promiscuity within the homosexual communityand
within society as a whole

5. Fifth, churches needto become open, affirming and reconciling to
help activate and better utilize the spiritual gifts God has given to
homosexual people.

Homosexual people have substantial Gediven gifts and talents
that need to be used for the greater good of the Body Gtrist o
which is, of course, the ChurcHJniversal.

6. Sixth, churches need to become open, affirming and reconciling to
continue to meet the needs of the changing landscape of the local
church.

Today, there are more divorced people than ever attending
churches. If church leadership continued to harp on the
sinfulness of divorce, divorced people would be driven out of the
church in droves in the same way that homosexuals have been
driven out. Let it be known that God requires mercy from local
church congegations and their leadership, not condemnation!

7. And, seventh, churches need to be open, affirming and reconciling
to help heal and unite the Body of Christ.

From beginning to end, thisbook is meant to present a body of

evidence to Christian fijurors, o0 so
onl vy, heard the prosecuti omwdalk si de
as a body of evidence in defense of reconciliatiod, not
Areconcil i ati oandGod (hecausedhe blaodof ner
Jesus Christ does that), but Arecon

incongruity of Christianity and homosexuality that still exists
today because of unchallenged &ditional thinking. This book is
intended to challenge such thking.

TobesurefiComi ng out o about onebds Christi e
orientation, or gender identity, definitely includes reconciliation.
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Reconciliation alsomeansbeing reconciledto yourself and others as the
gay, lesbian, bisexual or transgendér(GLBT) personthat you are.

Bef ore you can ficome outo to your

must first Acome outo to yourself.

things: 1) acknowledgingwho you are as a GLBT person2) under-
standing who Godmadeyou to be as a GLBT person3) acceptng who
you are as a GLBT personand, 4) loving and celebrating who and what
you areas a GLBT person

Education is really the key here.You must learn about yourself. You
must learn about others who are like youself. You must learn about

the history of those who have had a faith walk as well as those who have
an active prayer life at the same time that they were coming to
acknowledge, understand, accept, and celebrate who God dethem to
be as a GLBT person.And, you must learn that the Holy Bible does not
condemn who and what you are.

AComing outo not only requires you

are but also to grow in understanding that God accepts you and loves
you just as you a&e. According to Scripture, God knew you before you
were born. It says in Psalm 139 that you are fearfully and wonderfully
made and that God foreknew everything about you even when you were

still taking shape in your motheros

139 that all d the days that God has ordained for you were writtenn
God o6 s B dedbkforenohe of.them ever came to be. It also says in
verse 4of that Psalmthat God knows what we are going to say even
before we say it.

You do not need t oGodialready&nowsievekythingo
about vyou. However, you do need
be a whole persorat the same time that you seek God to lead, guide and
direct you; and, you need to come out to your loved ones and friends so
they canbegn to see you as a whole person.

! Transgenderis a word whose meaning is still in flux and currently used as an umbrella term

applied to a variety of individuals, behaviors, and groupsnvolving tendencies to vary from
traditional and customary gender roles.
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Just as your faith walk after your salvation is a personal journey, so is
Acoming outo to yourself Ilfygoudredt her s a
loved one andfriend to a GLBT person, your personal acceptance and
understanding of what you cannot control is also a personal journey.

We human beings understand incrementally. Understanding takes

time. Be patient with yourself and be patient with others.

Readers of this bookmight include a GLBT senior adult who is married
to someone of the opposite sexs well as a GLBT secondargchool
student If, by chance, youhave already comeout, what | have written
may be useful to you as yowounsel and advise others who are new to
Acoming out. o

First and foremost, God does not w&nt GLBT people to put themselves

in an unsafe place. God does not want you to be reckless with your life

or someone el sebs I|ife. And, as state
wantyoutoncast your peaNK®/')Ple¢ase dondt
misunderstandme. Swinehere do not represent your lovednes or

friends; swineinclude those who are pigheaded and have their minds in

mental swill. God does not want you to put yourself in jeopardy where

someone is going to physically, emotionally, mentally, or sgually

abuse you or victimize you. And, God does not want you in a church

where the leadership butchersGLBT lambs or other innocent people

Concerning disclosure, as described within the Holy Bible, at times
Jesus himself purposely did not disclos@ho he wasfor three different
reasons:1) because the timing was not right2) because the people with
whom he was surrounded were not in the right frame of mind; or,

3) becausethe people were not sufficiently prepared to receive that
information. Similarly, God wants you to be circumspect and judicious
I n 0 c o nd (Beng areumspect and judicious includes being
aware of the right time, the right set of circumstances, and preparing
both yourself as well asothers.)

God does notwantyoutdoe r eckl ess .OiThatiBwhgyoii ng out
shoul d f i r dotyouilevedrores and ftiedds.Yes, you need to

be aware of possible ranifications. If you are in secondaryschool and

your loved ones are going to throw yowut of their home, then maybe

the timing is not right and their frame of mind is not right for you to
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come out to themwithout substantial and significant practical
preparation on your part. If there is a strong possibility that your
friends are going tobetray your confidence at work to your employer, at
school to a teacher or other students, or at church to a church leader or
other congregational members, then maybe the timing is not right and
maybe your friends are not in the right frame of mind for youto

disclose to them who you arevithout significant and substantial

practical preparation on your part.

—

Again,let me emphasi ze the phrase fisigni
practical preparation. o You were mad
God. BecauseGods i ntelligence i s part of t
wants you to act intelligently. God is smart. Therefore, God wastyou

to be smart. God does not want you to deny who you are. However,

God wants you to proceed methodically, with due diligence, erstep at

a time.

5 @D
fal}

God does not want you to put yourself in an unsafe place. God does not
want you to place yourself in, or remain in, an abusive or dangerous
situation. God does not want you to put your welbeing in jeopardy.

If you are being bullied, or if your GLBT child is being bullied, then you
must act swiftly to protect yourself or to protect your child. If

authorities at schoolare notinstantly responsive, and you are being
harassed and threatened on a daily basis, @ryour child is being
harassed and threatened on a daily basis, then you must remove
yourself or your child immediately from that dangeroussituation.

As recorded in Matthew 5:39, ChristJesusteachesus to turn the other
cheek. Howeverehe did notteach us to run up and get our faces
slapped (or even worse). Fortunatelytoday, there are alternatives to
dangerous schooknvironments in home schooling or education in
parochial and charter school settings or even athe local community
college, whichmight better meet the specific needs of GLBT young
people today.

It would be irresponsible if anyone encouraged you to put yourself in

har mds way. IEmeanthareas bnat Wwhami ng out . C
need to protect yourself as well as protect youioled ones and friends if

they are not emotionally or mentally stable enough to receive the

Copyright 2000, 2008, 2010y Rev. Joseph Adam Pearson, Ph.D.
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I nformation wit houswaparthdgnselwes ny ohua rimimbé sh ar
way. If youare married to someone of the opposite sex, and your

husband or wife is emotionally or mentally unstable, then you must not

disclose who you are until you have madgignificant and substantial

practical preparation for them to understand without blaming

themselves

God would have me writeto you about truth, courage, and fear. Why
does God want you to disclose who you atey fi ¢ o mitalayedo ut 0
ones and friends? Our God is a God dfuth and not a god of lies. God
does not want you to be less than whaleBeing less than whole includes
pretending that you are someone you are not, denying who you are, and
not standing up for others who are less able to protect themselve#s
recorded in John 8:44 Christ Jesus teaches us that it is Satan who is the
father of lies and that lying isfihis native languageo (NIV) We need to
speak the truth about ourselves without shame or embarrassment. Itis
unhealthy for us to live our lives in secret or for us to lie to those who
are our loved ones and friends.

In our faith walk, we each should have a prayer lifeln our prayer life,
we shouldask the Lord for direction and guidance relative to
preparation, timing, and educating others concerning who we are. Of
course, educating others requires that we first educate oselves before
we fAcome out. o

| remember vividly the first time that | jumped off the high platform at

our newly built Olympic-type local swimming poolwhen | was twelve
years of age | had to walk up each level of stairs. | had to walk the
platform. | had to listen to the lifeguard tell me to point my toes. And,
after surveying the swimming pool and whether or not someone was in
my diving and landing path, | then closed my eyes and jumped. Yes, my
heart raced before that jump. And, it raced in followup jumps, but

each time my heart raced a little less until the jumping became natural
and matter-of-fact. To be sure, | never learned how to dive gracefully

or elegantly like the Olympic championGreg Louganis. But, it felt good

tomethatl metmyfearsand was able to |jJump. So,
outo for the first time |ike jumping I
platform. With each disclosure,however,it gets a little easier until you

are able to say wh confidence and trust in God:ii | a m orgialayn, 0
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-S

| esbian, 6 or Al am tranergenyderaagdaneri
i's Il esbian, 0 or Aimy child is transgendo

The first few times| jumped from that high tower, | forgot the advice of
the lifeguard to point my toesand | paid the price for not being

sufficiently prepared to enter the water. So, too, must you listen to the
good advice from others before yo
My prayer for you, rightnow,i n Jesusd Name, truss t
in the Lord to lead, guide and direct you as well as to sufficiently
strengthen you. When the Prxishet Dani
courage was not his own. Daniel had courage because he trusted in the

Lord. The point that is being made here is that our strength and

courage really comes from God. Like Daniel, then, you need to turn to

the Lord concer i ng éfddhainthé dogd widl u t

turn to you and grant you sufficient <
as the person you were created to be.

u t
hat

For a Christian GLBT person, reconciliation requires understanding
that the Holy Bible does not condemn homosexuals or trsgenders.
That is what this book is all about.

2 Youmayreadmoreabout Daniel in the |ionsé6 den in Chapter ¢
Testament.
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Introduction

Historically Controversial Human Rights Issues

in the Christian Church

Over the centuries, there have been at least five major controversial
human rights issues that have develogkin the Christian Church,
including:

1) Judaization and the rights of Gentiles;

2) Anti-Semitism and the rights of Jews;

3) Slavery and the rights of racial and ethnic minorities
4) Female clergyand the rights of women; and,

5) Homosexuality and the rights ofgays and lesbians.

Unfortunately, at different times in history, what many people have

done relative to these issues is to select out particular verses and

passages from the Bible to support less than whole and less than
circumspectviews on Gentiles, Jas, racial and ethnic minorities

women, and homosexualddave all such pegle been malicious and

stupid? Unfortunately, no. Many were weltintentioned and earnest in

trying to apply what they thought the L orRD God Almighty wanted them

to believe and howHe wantedthem to practice their faith. | wrote,

Aunf ortunately, 06 because 1t would be
homosexual attitudes and biases to malice and stupidity.
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To be sure, some readings of Scripture can result in two different
conclusionseven among intelligent people of good will. However, it is
Important to also remember that, although Christians of good will can
disagree on an ingrpretation of Scripture relative to a serious issue,
they should still remain in fellowship as they await a more perfect and
complete understanding from their Lord.

Judaization and the rights of Gentiles

Because the earliest converts to Christianity were Jews, many of them

struggled with the role of Gentiles in the church and the degree to which

they would be permitted to retain their nonJewish cultures, mores, and

customs. When the twelve Apostles were sent out to preach, Jesus

himself gave them these instructionsii Do n ot gthe Geatites or

enter any town of the SamaritansGo r at her to the | ost s
(Matthew 10:5-6 NIV)

BecauseJesual so taught that ASalvation i s ¢
KJV) many early Jewish converts to Christianity believed that in order

for Gentiles to bereceived into the body of Christ (i.e., the Church)

they would have to first convert to Judaism.

The Apostles hadalsoheard Jesusef er t o Gentil es as dd:
lawless pagans, barbarians, and idolaters). Consider what Jessaid

when the woman of Canaan had sought a healing frorhim for her

daughter. At first, Jesusignored her. However, after his disciples

asked him to make her stofbothering them by sending her away

(Matt hew 15:23), Jesusold her that he had been sent téhe house of

| srael (Matthew 1dogs@desasdsaptd to hee:
not fair to take the childrené bread andthrow it t o (Matthew dogs . O
15:26, RS)

Students of the Bible know that after the Canaanite womais response

to the Christ was most worshipful i
dogs eat the crumbs that (Masthew fr om t h
15:27) Jesus marveled at the faith behind her answer and, in response

he healed the daughter based on henotherés faith. So, too, today,

Christians who happen to be gay, lesbian, bigeal or transgenderare

Y
€
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being healed by Christ Jesus, not of their sexual orientation or gender
identification, but of the pain of rejection from their fellow Christians,
whothink of t hem as maé dvhichis todayyejedied loyg s O
God, incapable of receiving salvation, and unable to take a place among
Godés elect. This thinking, of course, is erroneous and incompatible

with the entirety of Holy Scripture.

Early in Church history, the Apostle Peteralsobelieved that Gentiles
were unclean and impure. However, the Apostle Petavas thentaught
directly by God not to demean the people God dwoses to save. The

Apostle Peterwas told,in Do not <cal |l anyodhasng | mpur e
made cl ean. o (Acts 10:15b NI V) Later
revelation to Cornelius, a Gentile at whose house Peter had been invited
to stay:
AYou are well aware that 1 s against
associatewith a Gentile or visit him. But God has shown
me that | should not call any man I

Acts 10:28 NIV

Even though our Lord had ministered to the Apostle Petepersonally

and directly when Peteriiff e | | I nt o ctalOiOrNdViplee , 0 ( A
eventually succumbed to his old way of thinking as well as to the peer

pressurefrom the legalists of his day.To be sure, without guidance

from Goddéds Holy Spirit, the human minogo
and assimilating legalism. It is impossible.Legalism, generaly, is the

brai nds nat ordeafbrit{the bran) to nora easily

interpret its environment. Religious legalism however,is worse

because the people who entertain it erroneously think that God is on

their side.

The Apostle Peter himself could not resist the thinking that Christian
Gentiles needed to be fixed.To be sure many other early Christians
tri ed to impose Jewish traditionsand customary laws on Gentile
converts to Christianity, even going so far as to convince theof the
necesdy for all believers to follow Jewishpractices, including
circumcision:
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Some men came down from Judea to Antioch and were
teachingt he br ot her s: AUnl ess you are ¢
according to the custom taught by Moses, you cannot be
saved. 0
Acts 15:1 NIV

This is just like the men and women who currently teach the
church that, AUnl ess you are heter osex
custom taught by Moses, you cannot be

Further, in Acts 15:5 (NIV), it is recorded:

Then some ofthe believers who belonged to theanty of the

Pharisees [who were thextreme legalistsof that day] stood

up and said, AThe Gentiles must be
required to obey[brackesmingw of Moses. O

This is just like the men and womerwho currently teach the
church that, AHomosexuals must be [ mac
required to obey the | aws of Moses. T

The Apostle Petets entrenchment inlegalism, nationalism, racism and
elitism eventually became so detrimentato the early Christian

movementt hat t he Apostl e Paul Aopposed hi
was clearly in the wrong.o (Galatians

Today, Christians who happen to be gay, kbian, bisexual or
transgenderneed to oppose those who are clearly in therong about
who they are and what they can do, or cannot do, in thedaly of Christ.

| believe that, just asthe Apostle Paul had to admonish the Apostle

Peteralmost 2,000 years agtor his unwillingness to fellowship with

Gentile Christians by telingPet er t hat fAhe was cl early
(Galatians 2:11) so, tooshould enlightened Christiansrebuke the

preachers, pastors, teachers, evangelists asd-called prophets of today

for their unwillingness to allow full participation and involvement by

Christian GLBT people in the modern Church.
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When the Apostle Paul described his evangelistic team as-kaborers

with mainstream leadership in the Lordds everso-great harvest field, he
acknowledged that the hardships they endured included being regarded
by the Church asfimpostersd even though they werdigenuineo  ( 2
Corinthians 6:8 NIV)

Although Paul was personally called byour Lord to be an Apostle, he

was regarded as suspect because he had not been discipled by Jesus

Christ when he was in the flesh.He was also suspect because he was

called to minister to Gentiles,whoweret he fidogsoThef hi s da)
Apostle Paul was part of Gods elite and, yet, he was often viewed by his

fellow church leaders, at best, as a second class citizen of the Kingdom

of God a, at worst, asno citizen at all.

Today, Christians who happen to be gay, kbian, bisexual or
transgendercan relate to how the Apostle Paul and his evangelistic
team members wereviewed two thousand years agoToday, theyare:
1) rejected outright as imposters, even though thegre genuine;

or, 2) they are assigned to second class citizenship within the local
church, permitted to sit in pews and donateour financial resources, but
not permitted to minister to others with their God-given, and unique,
talents and spiritual gifts.

Do you see how Judaization and the rights dbentiles in the early

church are applicable to the plight of modern day Christian

homosexuals? This issuas every bit as relevant to Christianity and

homosexuality as the very Bible passages that are used against
homosexual s. Dondét run to the verses
homosexuals without first running to the rest of the Bible.In order to

be a good student of the Bible, we must hold the whole Bible while we
simultaneously attend to its various parts.

Anti-Semitism and the rights of Jews

Later in church history, as Hellenist Christians gradually overtook
Hebraist Christians in number, there was a shift from the Judaization
of Christianity to de-Judaization. In Qur Father Abraham: Jewish
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Roots of the Christian Faith Marvin R. Wilson notes:

Although a few Jewish Christians apparently still attended

synagogue in [St.] Jeromés day (ca.A.D. 400), the parting of

the way seems to have been largely finalized by around the

middle of the second century. By the time of Justin Martyr

(ca. A.D. 160) a new attitude prevailed in the Church,

evidenced by i1its appr opgelf. &uth ng t he
this time, the Church had defined itself more in terms of

continuity with the Jewish people; that is, it was an extension

of Israel

Wilson traces how deJudaization gradually gave way to anti-Judaism
and even antiSemitism

In the fourth century, when Constantine made Christianity the
official religion of the Roman empire, Jews experienced a
further wave of discrimination and persecution. They lost

many of their legal rights; they were not permitted to dwell in
Jerusalem orto seek converts. In 339 [A.D.] it was considered
a criminal offense to convert to Judaism. Several decades later
the Synod of Laodicea ruled against Christians feasting with
Jews, classifyinghose that did so as hereticsAround 380

[A.D.], Ambrose, bishop of Milan, praised the burning of a
synagogue as an act pleasing to Gdd.

To be sure, Jesus addressed the Jews a@$ lday as illegitimate heirs to
the promise given to Abraham:

Al f you we@GecAbtdhaem, 06 said Jesus,
would do thethings Abraham did. As itis, you are determined
to kill me, a man who has told you the truth that | heard from
God. Abraham did not do such things. You are doing the
things your own father does. 0
John 8:3941 NIV

% Wilson, Marvin R. Our Father Abraham: Jewish Roots of the Christian Faith William B.
Eerdmans Publishing Company, Grand Rapids, 1989, page 83. [brackets mine]
* |bid. page 95. [brackets mine]
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AYou bel ongr thedeylaodryoufwant thhaarry
outyour fathers desire. o
John 8:44 NIV

ARThe reason you do not hear 1 s that
John 8:47 NIV

Yes, there is a rather sharp and bitter polemic against unbelieving Jews
in the Bible, but, when found, it is spoken or written by other Jews

(that, those who believed in Christ). As such, it was a family fight.
Consequently, Gentiles should not take those passages and others like
them out of their historic context and use thento justify their own anti -
Semitism. They need to remember that in Romans, Chapter Eleven, the
Apostle Paul teaches that God has not rejected the Jews (verse 1) and
that all Israel will eventually be saved (verses 236).

It is recorded in Scripture that the chief priests and Jewish elders
persuaded the crowd in Pontius Pilatés presence to ask for the prisoner
Barabbas to be released instd of Jesus and to demand Jesas

execution. (Matthew 27:20) Finally, when Pilate washed his hands
concerning Jesuéfate, theJewishcrowd who condemned Jesus then
responded, ALet his Dbl ooldrimaotheron us
words, on us and on our descendants]o ( Mat t hlbracke®s7 : 2 4)
mine]

ano

Unfortunately, some noninal Christians havedistilled from the Bible

the idea thatJews are Jesukillers and used it as thei foundation for

anti-Semitism. Howevertrue Christians should be strongly opposed to
anti-Semitism, sincethe family of Jehovah (Yahweh) includes our

brothers and sisters who happen to be JewgBy extensiond so, too,

must seemingly antigay passages be interpreted in their historic context

and never used to bash gay people by straight peopleBe reminded

that At herewimsomebGreek [JGeallmlmtebnem] € f or
Chri st Gakatsans8:280NIV] [brackets mine]

God is not done with the Jewish people or the nation of Israel. They are
still amo n g J@bad Ghsistian inamesexuals number
among Goddos chosen.
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Do you see how antSemitism and therights of Jews in the church are

applicable to the plight of modern day Christianhomosexuals? This

Issueis every bit as relevant to Christianity and homosexuality as the

very Bible passages that are used agali
verses inthe Bible that are used against homosexuals without first

running to the rest of the Bible. In order to be good students of the

Bible, we must hold the whole Bible while we simultaneously attend to

its various parts.

Slavery and the rights of racial ashethnic minorities

Concerning slavery and human rights, students of the Bible could look
at different passages in Scripture, especially withithe fir st five books
of the Bible (Torah or the Pentaeuch’), to find verses that support
slavery. For example:

Your male and female slaves are to come from the nations
around you; from them you may buy slaves. You may also buy
some of the temporary residents living among you and
members of their clans born in your ountry, and they will
become your property. You can will them to your children as
inherited property and can make them slaves for life, but you
must not rule over you fellow Israelites ruthlessly.

Leviticus 25:44-46 NIV

If a man beats his maleor female slave with a rod and the slave
dies as a direct result, he must be punished, but he is not to be
punished if the slave gets up after a day or two, since the slave
IS his property.

Exodus 21:2021 NIV

If a man hits his manservant © maidservant in the eye and
destroys it, he must let the servant go free to compensate for
the eye. And if he knocks out the tooth of a manservant or

SThe first five books of the Bible are called fATor ah
Gentiles.
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maidservant, he must let the servant go free to compensate for
the tooth.
Exodus 21:2627 NIV

It is absolutely phenomenal thabn the floor of the United States
Congress in he 1830s, 1840s and 1856sny congressmen weren
support of slavery. For example, on February 1, 1836, United States
Senator James Henry Hammond said the following on the ¢lse floor
concerning Black Americans

The doom of Ham has been branded on the form and
features of his African descendants.The hand of fate has
united his color and destiny. Man cannot separate what
God hath joined?

In order to bolster their case that slavery should be the law of the land,
many electa representativesheld up passages like those previously
quoted from Leviticus and Exodus as well as those wtten by the
Apostle Paul thatexpress higacit approval (or, seeming endorsement)
of slavery. For example the Apostle Paul stated:

Slaves, obey your earthly masters in everything; and do it,

not only when their eye § on you and to win their favor, but

with sincerity of heart and reverence for the Lord.
Colossians 3:22 NIV

The burden of my argument is not to point out how horible or immoral
slavery is. Civilized and cultured peoplealready know that. Rather, it
IS to point out that, for the majority of time that Christianity has been
on the earth, there also has been slavery and that many Christians
either owned slaves themselves @mondoned slaveryand even been a
part of slave trading), and that nowhere in Scripture are Christians
specifically forbidden from owning slaves.

5 Miller, William Lee. Arguing About Slavery: The Great Battle in the United States Congress
Alfred A. Knopf, New York, 1996, page 139.
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This illustrates that a majority of Christians can bewrong a majority of
the time, just as they have beemvrong about GLBT people

Nonetheless, as the children of Goohature in Christ, each and every
Christian can come to a more enlightened moral understanding relative
to specific human rights issuegvolving racial and ethnic minorities as
well as G_BT people.

Why should slavery not be the law of our land? Becauseis
Il nconsistent with the entirety of Godo¢g
preferred socioeconomic status athGod makes no social distinction:

There is neither Jew nor Greek,slave nor free male nor
female,for you are all one in Christ Jesus.[emphasismine]
Galatians 3:28 NIV

Likewise, why should antthomosexual feelings not prevail within the
Christian church? Because they are inconsistent with the entirety of
Godds written word.

Do you see how slavery and the rights of racial and letic minorities in

the church areapplicable to the plight of moden day Christian

homosexuals? This issuis every bit as relevant to Christianity and

homosexuality as the very Bible passages that are used against
homosexual s. D o nndhe Biblautimat areaused dyanstv er s e s
homosexuals without first running to the rest of the Bible.In order to

be a good student of the Bible, we must hold the whole Bible while we
simultaneously attend to its various parts.

Female clergyand the rights of wanen

Concerning female clergy, even in this day and age there are some
individuals who will not enter into a church where a woman is
preaching, because they feel that it is against Gaswritten Word and
codified Will. Often, to justify their misogynistic position, they quote
Bible passages such as the following:

Women shouldremain silent in the churches. They are not
allowed to speak, but must be in submission, as the Law
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says. If they want to inquire about something, they should
ask their husbands at lome, for it is disgraceful for a
woman to speak in the church.

1 Corinthians 14:34-35 NIV

A woman should learn in quietness and full submission. |
do not permit a woman to teach or to have authority over a
man; she must be silent.

1 Timothy 2:11-12 NIV

Those who would quote such passages to support an afgiminist
viewpoint fail to realize that the distinct separation of the sexes in the
Apostle Pauls day not only determined where women sat within the
synagogue but also cugiled their opportunities for education and
leadershipas well. All ociety was distinctly different then. It was still a
mostly patriarchal, male-dominated and maledependent society tiat
had been born out of hunterwarrior days, when brute strength alone
provided the survival advantage and edgeHowever, things are much
different now, at least in some parts of the world.

When | went to Brazil to do my seminar and workshop, a newspaper
reporter asked me what | thought the future held for homosexual
pegple in Brazil. | answered that not until women had equal rights and
parity within the country could | hope for much progress to be made in
the area of Godgiven human rights for homosexuals. When | go on
missions trips to Tanzania in East Africa and to hdia, | note that men
and women still sit inseparate groups.To be sure, different cultures
and societies throughout the world are at different stages in their
development concerning these issues.

Perhaps the unique cultural situation regarding women hat Paul was
addressing in the previously quoted passages is no longer fully
understandable to us (many Bible references to situations and cultural
practices are no longer fully understandable). But, whatever he meant,
because Scripture cannot contradicScripture, these difficult passages
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must be interpreted in the light of other Bible passages, which indicate
parity of the sexes in Gods e/es (such parity discussethter in Chapter
One).

To be sure, the Apostle Pads actual practice, which ircluded an
extensive use of femaleo-workers in the gospel, as well as thevhole
Bible& understanding ofhuman, as both male and female made in
Godé image must be factored in:

So God created marjnot one male, but humanity]in his
own image, in the image of GodHe created him; nale and
female He created them]Jbrackets mine]

Genesis 1:27 NIV

An enlightened view of gender includes an understanding of the
following Bible verse

[Christ Jesus said]iiWhen the dead rise they will neither
marry nor be given in marriage; they will be like the angels
in heaveno

Mark 12:25 (NIV)

During the 1950s and 1960s, | regularhattended the services of théhen
well-known Evangelist Kathryn Kuhlman . She would cone tothe
McCormick Place Caonvention Centerin Chicagoa few times each year
Every time that | saw her, she was flankd on the stage platform byas
many as onehundred seatedmen from the Full Gospel Businessmeis

Associati on. She would say ta the auc

are wondering why | am standing
(She knew that there would be some in the audience who would object
to having a female insuch a prominent Christianleadership role) She

her e i

would then say, Al f Gked, thenaHe ceggnly a k t hr ¢

canspeak throughKa hr y n Ku h | masmefering to(N8nhbers
22:28-30, where it recountsthat the Angel of the L orD spoke through
Balaamé& donkey)

God is not a sexist. God has no gender preference. Consider Dkl
Testament roles of Miriam, Debord, and Huldah and the New
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Testament role of Annaas well asother female prophets referred to in
the Holy Bible. Indeed, iithere isneither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free,
male nor female for [we] are all one in Christ Jesusd Gdlatians 3:28
NIV) [brackets andemphasis ming

Once, when | was doing my seminar and workshop, a male attendee

responded when | reached this point, 7
Scriptures about Deborah because shesan excepti on. 0 My r
t o hi m an dAs tvebuil ounown ersond theology based on

Scripture, we must remember tofactorinal | excepti ons. 0

Do you see how female clergy and the rights of women in the churahe

applicable to the plight d modern day Christian homosexuals?This

Issueis every bit as relevant to Christianity and homosexuality ashie

very Bible passagesi s ed agai nst homosexual s. Do
in the Bible that are used against homosexuals without first running to

the rest of the Bible. If we are going to be good students of the Bible, we

must hold the whole Bible while we simultaneously attend to its various

parts.

Homosexuality and the rights of gays and lesbians

To be sure individual Bible verses have beemsed to foster
ethnocentrism, racism, and sexism.However, it should be clear that
only half-truths are presented when the Bible is not taken in its entirety.
That is why, rather than building church doctrine upon only a few
selected verses, Christianaeed to hold the whole Bible while they
simultaneously attend to its various parts They must do thisas they
seekto understand the fundamentals of their faith. They must
understand that the Bible is a divinely inspired book, and that there is a
continuity in it unequaled and unparalleled by any other book,
especially when one considers the numbers of individuals who ke
involved in its production. It is only when Scripture is taken in its
entirety that one comes to a more perfect and complete understding

of the whole truth on any particular topic or issue.

OneGs approach to Bible study, interpretation, and application needs to
be hermeneuticallysound if one is to derive and practice the truer, or
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higher, meaning of Scripture. For the sake of clafication,

hermeneuticsi s her ewi th defined as 0Nt he scie
interpretat i o n, especi dlnlother wofds, students Bfithe | e . o
Bible must resist usirg only a few words or verses abcripture to

represent the entirety of Gods Word, just as theyshould resist only

using a halftruth to represent the wholetruth : ARStudy to show
approved unto God, a workman that needsot to be ashamed, rightly
dividingthewordoft r ut h. 6 (2 Ti mot hydy2: 15 KJYV)
involves time, effort and energy and a consistent interpretation based on

the entirety of God& written Word.

If we selectively pull out a verse here or there, and build a theology
around it, we really are not bringing honor and glory and praise to the
LorD God Almighty. What we aredoing is furthering a personal,
political and/or social agenda that camot be pleasing to thd.oRD. Such
has been the case with Bible passages that have been used to support
Judaization, anti-Semitism, opposition to female clegy, slavery and the
general idea that one group of humareings is superior to another.
Though | believe that the writings of the Bible were under holy
guidance (meaning, theywere authored by the Holy Spirit), selective
dependence orsingle verses or pssages will lead to error in overall
interpretation and generalapplication. While individual Bible verses
express absolute truthsometimes they damot have universal
application.

For example the Bible verses that are commonly used against
homosexuals tdell them that their sexual orientation is an abonmation
to God have been intepreted out of context. Their historical and
literary contexts are ignored. In other words, they have been
interpreted wit hout holding the whole Bible whilesimultaneously
attending to its various parts. This, of course, | will attempt to prove
through careful analysis and synthesis of those passages against their
historical and literary backdrops (that is, in their historical and literary
contexts). includes understandingpassages immediately adjacent to
them as well as those located in other parts of the Bible that provide
insights to their intended, as well as actual, meanirgg). This will
require an understanding of passages immediatelgdjacent as well as
thoselocated in other parts of the Bibke, which provide insights to

"Websteros 11 New ,Riversila Publishing Companty,il384, pagey577.
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intended meaning. Sometimes, when there are not adjacent verses or
verses elsewhere in the Bible that will help with meaning, we must turn
to historical context in order to elucidate the trueg meaning.

Thus far, we have gone througlludaization and the rights of Gentiles,
anti-Semitism and the rights ofJews, slavery and the rights of racial
and ethnic minorities, and female clergy and the rights of women.

Discussing these issues and relatgassages in the Bible is just as

important as explaining the secalled clobber passages that are used

against homosexuals, against homosexuality and against the homosexual
orientation. Sometimes, thosevho use Christian apologetics to defend

the doctrine of reconciliation between Christianity and homosexuality

are accused of having theiown secalledigay t heol ogy. o Thi
true. We have theology and our understanding of it. Rather, it is those

who accuse us of having gaytheology that are the oes who have a gay

theology, because of the importance they place on convincirgghers

that what they believe about homosexuality is true.

If you are a Gentile Christian and a Jewish Christian came up to you
and began to focus on passages in the Bible thaut Gentilesin second
class status, you would know immediately that the person had his or her
own personal, political and/or agenda.

If you are Jewish and a Gentile Christian came up to you and began to
focus on passages in the Bible that put Jews in adbéight, perhaps
relative to their disobedience to Yahwehor relative to the crucifixion of
Jesus Christ, you would know immediately that the person had his or
her own personal, political and/or socialagenda.

If you are a racial and/or ethnic minority and someone from the racial

or ethnic majority came up to you and began to focus on passages in the
Bible that directly or indirectly support a caste system or slavery, you
would know immediately that the person had his or her owipersonal,
political and/or socialagenda.

If you are a female and a male came up to you and began to focus on
passages in the Bible that directly or indirectly support women as
second class citizens or, even worse, as the property of males, you would
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know immediately that the personhad his or her ownpersonal, political
and/or socialagenda.

Likewise, if you are gay, lesbian, bisexual or transgendeand a
heterosexual comes up to you and begins to focus passages in the
Bible that are interpret ed to beagainst homosexual, bisexual or
transgender people, yowould know immediately that the person ha
his or her ownpersonal political and/or socialagenda.

Do | have an agendan writing this book? Yes, of course This work is
dedicated to the untold number of gay, lesbian, bisexual and
transgender people who have been rejected, abused, tormented and
murdered in the name of the LORD and to those who have injured
themselves or taken their owrlives because of the pain from their
rejection and victimization. The message of this work is simple for
those who are still alive: Take back your lives through Jesus Christ and
be triumphant. Today, in Jesus Christ, yolcan have new hope!

Sometimes, when | share my seminar and workshop with groups who
believe they already know all there is to know about the topic of
Christianity and homosexualty, attendees want to get immediately to
the half dozen or so passages in the Bible that seem to be anti
homosexual. In their zeal, they often fail to gain insights from oter
passages in the Bible that are EQUALLY IMPORTANT to this issue.
For example, 1 Corinthians 1:2729 states:

{27} But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame
the wise; God chose the weak things of the world to shame
the strong.{28} God chase the lowly things of this world

and the despised thing® and the things that are notd to
nullify the things that are, {29} so that no one may boast
before the Lord.

According to God, no flesh should boasteither heterosexual flesh nor
homosexual flesh. Boasting is an outward manifestation of pridefulness.
And, God hates pridefulness.

What do the Anti-Gentile Church, the Anti-Semitic Church, the Racist
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Church, the Misogynist and Anti-Female ClergyChurch, and the
Homophobic Churchall have in common? Thg have in common the
sin of arrogance. Arrogance isa manifestation of pridefulness. God
hates all forms of pridefulness. And, God hates all forms of arrogance,
including doctrinal arrogance. We areto love and respect our Roman
Catholic brothers and sisters. We are to love and respect our Baptist
brothers and sisters. We are to love and respect odtpostolic brothers
and sisters. And, every other Christian denomination and grouphat
have not be@ named here we are to love and respect.
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Chapter One: The Seeming Dilemma

The God of the Bible is No Respecter of Persons

One of the thingsthatwe ar e t aught t hrough
Godi s fino respecter of per s on-gsedo
phrase in the King James Version of the Bible(See Acts 10:34;

2 Samuel 14:14; 2 Chronicles 19:7; Romans 2:11; Ephesians 6:9; and
1 Peter 1:17.) Other translations rendert hat phr ase as
show favoritismo or that He has
Godhead is not impressed by our outer human appearancgReally, the
Creator is not even impressed by our individual human personalitie}.

As a trained bidogist.? | can attest that much of hurman personality is
biochemically-inclined, physiologically-predisposed, and
endocrinologically-predetermined. Indeed, geneticallydetermined
hormone levels impinge upon our brain and cause it tact and react the
way it does. That is one of the reasonsghat children are so very much
like their parents relative to personality and temperament. More often
than not, adult children display virtually the same animated behavioral
profile, or lack thereof (whichistosay f h at aab thed pareats.
Regardless, in the final analysis, there should be no value judgment
associated with whether someone

Godos

A

h

personality. God really does not care. He understands that much of the

human personalty is predisposedand not chosen.

Instead, what God cares most about is what is within our individual
hearts. We find this as a good object lesson in 1 Samuel 161B. As

8 B.S. and M.S. in Biology from Loyola University (Chicago), one year in a doctoral program in
Anatomy at the University of lllinois Medical Center, and one year in a doctoral program in
Biology and Biochemistry at the University of Chicago. My earned doctorate is a Ph.D. from
Arizona State University and is in Education with specialization in Language, Literacy, and
Linguistics.
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recorded thee, the prophet Samuel evaluatedhe sonsof Jesse relative

to whom Gad was going to choose athe second king of the natiorof

Israel. As the first son, Eliab, passed by, Samuel looked at him and

said, A Mg is antintpiessive individual. Surely, this is the one whom
the LORDis goingtochoose! i s must KleSamueld6:60 n e !
[paraphrase] However, theL ORD respondedto Samuel by instructing

him that He is fino respecter of persons and that He does not evaluate
outward expression as human beings evaluate it:

TheLorbs ai d to Samuel, fDoneot <co

or his height, for | have rejected him. Thel orRD does not

look at the things man looks at.Man looks at the outward

appearance, buttheLorDl ooks at the heart.
1 Samuel 16:7 NIV

In other words, the LORD looks at the inner core of an individual and

the intent of his or her heart. According to God, the true statured or,
measured of a person is determined by how much love is in his or her
heart. It is very important for us to understand that our human person

Is merely an outward expression that mayr may not reflect our inner
core, attitude, or intent accurately. That is why God is not impressed by
our outward expression, and that is why He Isows no favoritism based
on it.

Indeed, our physical appearace is not impressive to God. Our
personality is not impressive to Him. Additionally, He is not impressed
by our sexual orientation He does not really care about any of these
things, unless, of course, we aneot acting in agodly manner in relation
to them, or we are not acting in keeping with what it is that He would
have us to do relative to them. To be sure, abuses related to our
physicality 8 such as vanity selfloathing, deception (that is presenting
ourselves as other than who or what we aregnd sexual addictionsd
are repugnant to theL ORD.

Human personhood includes outward expression, physical appearance,
genetic makeup personality, and sexuality (that is sexual identity,
sexual orientation and, in the case of bisexuals, sexual preference)
Spiritually speaking, true manis really the expression, or person, of
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God, since, collectively, we constitutéhe body of His Christ. What |
mean by the last statement is that, though we are n@od and can never
be God when we invite Him into our lives, and when He lives within us
and we do His Will, then He really is our true self.In other words, our
true beingand only real identity come from God As the Apostle Paul

clearly stated, it 1s in God that dnwe
(Acts 17:28 NIV) And, as John the Baptist declared when he saw Jesus,
AHe must incseéasecrikbasel omgJohn 3: 30

Paradoxically, it is in losing ourselves to Godhat we end upfinding
ourselves.

An Enlightened View of Gender

We need to come to a better understanding or, an enlightened view
0 of gender, which includes understanding these two verses from the
Bible:

There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor freemale nor
female for you are all one in Christ Jesus. [underlinirg
mine]

Galatians 3:28 NIV

When the dead rise, they will neither marry nor be given in
marriage; they will be like the angels in heaven.
Mark 12:25 NIV °

Ultimately, God does not evaluate us in terms of oyphysical reality.

To be sure, He is aware of who and what we are, but He does not
evaluate us on the basis of features or characteristics that have neutral
value. He doesvaluate us in terms of our reactions to our environment
and earthly circumstances. More importantly, however, as Christians
the LORD looks at the righteousness that has been imparted to us
through the blood of Hisonly-begottenSon, our Lord and Savior, Jesus
Christ.

9 See alsdVlatthew 22:30 and Luke 20:3536
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As attestd to inthe previously-quoted Mark 12:25, when we go to

heaven, we are not going to be gendered males or females. Rather, we

wi | | be Al i keea vtehre. 0a n g&fltse nmmdshhi s bogagl
becauseas human beingsve have a tendencyto think only in terms of

iImages and allusions that relatéo human referentsd or, in other

words, in terms that relate to what we now see and with which we are

currently familiar. Of course, such thinking is understandable, but we

really do need to elevate our thinking by focusing on things supernal:

Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your
hearts on things above, where Christ is seated at the right
hand of God. Set your minds on things above, not on
earthly things. For you died, and your life is now hidden
with Christ in God. When Christ, who is your life, appears,
then you also will appear with him in glory.

Colossians 3:34 NIV

Let me ask this of you:In the reality of God, are we spiritual beings or
physical beingsor both? In 1 Corinthians 15:4950KJV, we read:

And as we have born the image of the earthy, we shall also
bear the image of the heavenly. Now, this | say, [brothers
and sisters], that flesh and blood cannot inherit the
kingdom of God; neither doth corruption inherit
incorruption. [brackets mine]

To be sure, the testimony of the whole Bible is that human beings are
both spiritual and physical. However,what we now wear isa
corruptible body, & a body that perishes. But, one day we will have a
new body,d a body that is incorruptible and that does not perish.

And, that body will be glorious, for we shall be wearing the giry, or
brightness, of God (that is we will be reflecting His glory)!

| believe very strongly in the triune nature of God: God the Father, God
the Son, and God the Holy Spirit As | have searched the Scriptures, |
find everything that points to that particular doctrine being sound as
well as providing a solid foundation for understanding the one
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Godhead. Some people misinterprethe phrasesi God t he Fat her ,
AGod the Son, 0 and AGod the Holy Ghost
polytheistic, because they worship three gods. That could not be farther

from the truth. All authentic Christians, independent of what they call
themselvespelieve inone God regardless of semanticer how they

express their beliefs.

| also believe that there is a triune nature to His created (wear A Hi s
createdo col | endividuaiyg bng tha the tnueel nhturea s

for each individualcons st s iof, ispuk, and body, 0 ac
1 Thessalonians 5:23N1V).

Thomas L. Constable, Professor of Bible Exposition at Dallas
Theological Seminary, defines this threefold nature as follows:

The spirit is the highest and most unique part of [a human
being] that enables [the human beingfo communicate with
God. Thesoulis the part of [the human being] that makes
[the human being]conscious of himselfor herself]; it is the
seat of [the]personality. Thebody of course, is the physical
part through which the inner person expresses himselor
herself] and by which he[or she]is immediately
recognized®®

So, the body is the form in which the individual takes shapé that is,

t he p eappeavamae.s We know whashape we are in right now
(that is, how we presently appear), but we do not yet know vet we will
look like in heaven. In response to the question of our heavenly
appearance, the Apostle John wrote:

Dear friends, now we are the children ofod, and whatwe
will be [what we will look like] has not yet been made
known. But we know that when he neaning, Christ Jesus]
appears, we shall bdike him, for we shall see himas he is.
[brackets mine]

1 John 3:2 NIV

“Constabl e, Thomas L .TheBible Khbwdedge Edmmentargby 3ohndF. | n
Walvoord and Roy B. Zuck (eds.), Victor Books, USA, page 710.
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In other words, one day we will have a glorious body andcheavenly form
just as our Lord and Savior now has a gloriousbody and heavenly form
In this way, we await the redemption of our bodies:

The creation waits in eager expectation for the [children] of
God to be revealed. For the creation was subjected to
frustration, not by its own choice,but by the will of the one
[that is, God] who subjected it, in hope that the creation
itself will be liberated from its bondage to decay and
brought into the glorious freedom of the children of God.
We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in
the pains of childbirth right up to the present time. Not
only so, but we ourselves, who have the fitfsuits of the
[Holy] Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for our
adoption as [children], the redemption of our bodies.
[brackets mine]

Romans 8:2024 NIV

A few verses farther, Scripture states that Gods servants are

Apredeost beedonf ormed to the | ikeness ¢
That is exciting! Praise the Lord! Praise God that we have this to look

forward to!

God relates to His people in terms they can understand. The invisible
God does not have a penis and testedn all probability, God presented
Himself to primitive people in masculine terms so that they (wheasily
understoodthe concept ofstrength as in brute strength might better
relate to His power and might. My point in this sectionis that God is
not asgenderfocused as we happen to be.

Organized Religion

To date, organized religion has really served as a stumbling block,
hindering many homosexuals from coming to terms with the Creator as
well as coming to an understanding of who the Creatas asour Father
through His only-begotten Son, ourLord and Savior Jesus Christ. This
stumbling block exists in contemporary Christianity, in particular, but
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also in Judaism as well, though it has been less difficult for many Jews

to reconcile their religion with homosexuality. For example, in the

December, 1993 issue d@ible Review Rabbi Jacob Milgrom provides

us with one Judaic perspective of the prohibition of sameex activity, as

recorded in Leviticus 18:22, in his articleent t | e d , Adlecoes t he Bi
Prohibt Homosexuality?o

From the Bible we can infer the following: Lesbians,
presumably half of the worldé homosexual population, are
not mentioned [inLeviticus 18:22]. More than ninety-nine
percent of the gays, namely noidews, are not addressed.
This leaves the small number of male Jewish gays subject to
this prohibition. If they are biologically or psychologically
incapable of procreation, adoption provides a solution [to
compensate for any loss of their seed.

Many rabbis would tell Gentiles that the God of the Bible only requires

Gentiles to obey the rules, regulations and commandmenis what

Christians call the Old Testament and Jews call the Tanakhyp through

the time of Noah. Noah is considered a Gentile by Jews, because the

Semitic people technically originated
Therefore, Noah is a Gentile and not &
laws in the Bible up through the time of Noah.

For this reason, Rabbi Milgrom addedthis footnote to his work:

It is true that some rabbis would include homosexuality

under the Noachide Laws, binding on all humanity, but this

IS a later interpretation, not the plain meaning of the

biblicaltext.' [ AiNoachi de Lawso®o are | aws in
through the time of Noah.]

To be sure, Rabbi Milgrom does not take into consideratiothe Christian
per spect i v eacefhfdlsas &b as Supersgdes theaw of

“'Milgrom, Jacob. fADoes t he BBibelReview Deoembebi933, Homos e x ual
page 11. [brackets mine]
Ibid, page 11. [brackets mine]
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Moses, nor does he take into account the role that male temple cult
prostitution played in causing theL orRD God Almighty to originally
institute the Levitical prohibition against samesex behavior. (Male temp
cult prostitution, Levitical Law a n d G oadedwdl begtreated in
Chapters Two and Three.) Additionally, keep in mind that in Judaism
there are Orthodox andConservative perspectives as well as Reform
perspectives, and that | do not mean to sugpst that all three are capslized
by Rabbi Milgrom & comments.

Here, | would like to point out that there is a difference betveen the
phr aseol esgxpehdvier@aanmed homesexial orientationo
People who are uneducated, undeeducated or miseducated about the
homosexual orientation often conclude that sexual activity itself
determines whether someone shdd be called homosexual or
heterosexial. They fail to realize that same sex activity does not
determine the homosexual orientation. Behavior does not determine
who is homosexual or heterosexual. Not all people who have had an
oppositesex experience are éterosexual Not all people who have had a
samesex eyerience arehomosexual Not all people who are
heterosexual have had an oppositeex experience. Andgertainly, not
all people who are homosexual have had a sarsex experience.
Behavior does not determine who is homosexuat heterosexua) nor
for that matter, who is supposedly exjay or supposedly esstraight.

Concerning Christian perspectives, the Roman Catholic Church has

historically taken the hard-line stance that sexuality is for procreation and

procreation alone. Thus, the Roman Catholic Church is opposed to

masturbation, birth control, and homosexual acts, because they do not

serve a reproductive purpose oOor process
Pastor al Care of Homosexual Persons, 0 t
Doctrine of the Faithstda es t hat t he homosexual Ai ncl
seen as an o0 bjwhichtof cowrse,in cmtradistnction to

the prevailing psydiatric and psychologic view). This document was

prepared by Joseph Cardinal Ratzinger, who was then Prefe®f the

Sacred Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith. Of course, some of

you may recognize the name of Joseph Cardinal Ratzinger as the

Cardinal who would becomePope Benedict XVI.

In a 1975 document, entitled fADecl aratic
Concerni ng Se xSaaddCoRdrelgadtianfor,thie Ddacthire of
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the Faith earlier put forth the idea that, for some individuals,

homosexual ity is an Ai nmaeugteatthoseswoi nct . o
words, fii nnat areusedsntthatmacument, and that, despite their
use, homosexuaty is still condemned. f one takes #fAinnate in

logical conclusion, one should recognize that God woultbt condemn
people for acondition with which they have been born. Indeed, such a
position isnot only contradictory, it is illogical as well

In many ways Roman Catholicism has distanced itself from homosexuals,
and many homosexuals have felt unwelcome Roman Catholic churahes,
However, Roman Catholicismreally has not been responsible for the
extreme activism against homosexuality that has been demonsteat by
many Protestant sectsgenominationsand local churches especially
through so-called evangelical fundamentalists.

Now, | consider myself a fundamentalist in many ways. And, | consider
myself an evangelical. However, the worfundamentalism has taken on
such a negative connotation relative to the Religious Right, and its
Insistence on certain exclusionary views, #t | often prefer the word
foundationalism over fundamentalism. To me, a Christian
fifoundationalisto is someone who has the fouradion for his or her belief-
system in the Bible, not only believing the Bibléo be the inspiredwritten
word of God (and acting as such, but also holdingthe whole Bible and its
entire message while simultaneously attending to its various parts. To be
sure, this holistic approach must be taken to discern the truths necessary
for building sound and solidpersonal theologiesas well aschurch
doctrines.

Although Roman Catholicism may view homosexuals as incurably
disordered, many fundamentalists would view homosexuals as depraved
heterosexualgthat is, perverted versions of Gods standard) They think
of us as peoplavho can and should becured. Since they do not
understand us as homosexus] they end up thinking that the basic nature
of all humankind is heterosexual and, for that reasorjomosexuality
needing to be cured. Wheryou think about the secalled ex-gay
movemaent, it really was not born out of Judaism or Roman Catholicism
but, rather, out of evangelicalProtestantism. Those who have bought into
the notion of our heterosexual conversion think that they can fix us or
make us fAwhol ed t hr oungherapy,lharrhondg hi ngs as
therapy, prayer, and reeducation as well as special opportunities for
parental figure nurturing and bonding.
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When | was in Uganda imnyad003 to do my
Homosexuality Reconciled seminar, | had to conduct it within a fenced

compound into which attendees were admitted only if someone on the

premises knew then personally. The climate in Ugandaas well as in

many other countries of the world is stillhostile to homosexuad and

certainly to the idea of human rights for homosexua,

In fact, many economically emerging nations are hostile to human
rights and civil rights for homosexuals. There continues to be a wave of
propaganda in a fewemerging nations that is similar to the propaganda
of the Nazi war machine against Jews. i@zens of economically
emerging nations are being miseducated to believe that the homosexual
agenda is in place in their countries in order to recruit their children

into homosexuality and that homosexualare typically involved in such
depraved acts agating feces. Such vulgar psychopathologic behaviors
are erroneouslytouted as uniquely representative of homosexuals and
homosexuality.

The Protestant ministers who promulgate this disinformation fail to
mention that all vulgar psychopathologic behaviors such as child
molestation and child pornography as well as bizarre and extreme adult
paraphilial sexual practices are found in both heterosexual and
homosexual subpopulations.Examples of such vulgar and extreme
sexual behaviors can be found on pornography web sites that appeal to
both psychopathologic heterosexuals as well as psychopathologic
homosexuals.

People who export homophobia to economicalgmerging nations do

not realize that there areinsufficiently organized human rights and civil
rights initiatives in such countries to protect homosexuals from being
disemboweled raped, hanged, mutilated decapitatedand burned alive
People who export their own homophobia t@conomically-emerging
nations are, at best, unwitting tools and, at worst, willing accomplices, of
demonic forces. Unfortunately, the systematic extermination of
homosexualgs desired insomeeconomicallyemerging nationseven
today.

Obviously, heterogxuals who view homosexualas perverted versions of
Godé standard have not walked in our shoes. The overwhelming majority
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of homosexuals would tell them (if they would only ask us) that as we were
devel oping, maturing, and vdhgnythingtong wup, O
be like them. Why? Because no one would actually choose to be despised
or looked at as depraved and perverted. Nobody wants to be rejected by
the majority of society. And, even though other people have been
oppressed and rejected, | beétve that there is an extra burden for
homosexuals, because, for example, though ethnic and racial minorities
often experience rejection from a prejudiced majoritygroup, they can
generally turn to their own families for nurture and support. For many
homaosexuals, sucmurture and support are simply not available. To be
sure, manyd if not mostd homosexualghroughout the world have been
rejected even by their omm family members. My own parentsrejected me,
and | certainly am not an exception.

And, sq the advice | share with thosef you who may have homosexual
family members is that you need t@ccept them for who and what they
are, continue to love them, and serve as a support system for them.
Without the support of family-of-origin members, many lomosexuals have
taken their own lives, because they could not bear the emotional and
mental pain from the rejection of those they loved as well as those whose
love they desired and neededHomosexualdearn to deal with the
rejection at the same time thait leaves a hole in our hearts.
Fortunately, Christ Jesus fills the gap throughHis love andacceptance.
It states in Scripture, fAdWhwethe your f at
Lord will t(Resdne27340 u up. o0

| am sixty-two years of age aithe time of this writing (2010), and | have

been socialized by gay and lesbiazulture lamnots ayi ng dl i festyl €
A ¢ u |l a)dhawe known gay and lesbian people fomearly half a century.
Unfortunately, | have known several people who haveommitted suicide

including those who found the rejection bytheir family members to be

much too greatan emotional painto endure andburden to bear.

Certainly, | believe that there is individual responsibility for such acts of

desperation, but | also believe there isogietal and familial responsibility

as well. And, | believe that many people will be asked by our Lord and

Savior, AWhy did you Kk&bhygdidyohlkmsler peopl e
them from approaching My cross? Why did you not shae the Gospel with

them in nonjudgmental, noncondemning, and loving was? 0 |l think it
be very difficult for those who hear such questions at Gad judgment seat
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(or, AGreat $oansverimfahvayowithendnich they
themselves will be pleased, let alone olORD.

Previously, Christian gays and lesbians who wanted to attend church had
only two options: Either they could go to a church that accepted them
because it watered down Scripture due to theological liberalism; or, they
could go to a church which threatened xpulsion if they were honest about
who they really are. Today, Christian gays and lesbians need to attend
churches whosespiritual culture and climate are conducive to personal
growth without compromising the gospel messagd.am hopeful that such
communities of faith will continue todevelop during this third millennium
after the birth of Jesus Christ.

The Need for Healing Homophobia

Homophobia is the fear and/or hatred of homosexuals. Sometimes
homophobia is based on ignorance. Sometimesstlhased on malice.
And sometimes it is based on inner fears of being gay and not being
willing to be identified as such.What follows is a short quiz for
homaosexuals that might help thenmdetermine if they themselves are
homophobic (Figure One).

Quiz for Homosexuals

1. Do you think that it is better when gays and lesbians are
mor e fistr ai gbhetc aaucstei nigne n s
Awomen should be women?o

2. Do you cringe when a gay or lesbian character is shown «
TV or in a movie?

3. Do you wish you werenot gay or lesbian?
4. Do you pretend that you are straight?

5. Do you only desire to have shared sexual experiences wi
others of the same sex and not shared companionship?

13 Revelation 20:11, King James Version.
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6. Are you afraid that others will reject you if they find out
that you are gay @ lesbian?

7. Do you purposely refrain from speaking with a gay or
lesbian person in a work setting or public jace, because
others might concludethat you are gay?

8. Do you have indiscriminate sex with others?

A @ g omotethan two of the aboveeight questions
shouldindicate to a homosexual that he or she may be
harboring homophobic attitudes or exhibiting signs and
symptoms of homophobia.

Figure One

It is no wonder that homosexuals become sdlbathing due tosocial
pressurefrom homophobia. To ke sure, it is all right to not want to
suffer emotional pain from rejection, victimization, harassment and
persecution because of orie sexual orientation. However, it is not all
right 8 from the standpoint of onégs own personal emabnal health

and well-beingd to wish not to be homosexual when one is3/Ve should
not desire to change a trait that should be viewed as blameless as skin
color or as neutral asbeingright-handed or left-handed In fact,
homosexuals should celebrate thaheir sexual orientation contributes
to their uniqueness, since God foreknew what they would be:

For you created my inmost being, you knit me together in my
motherd womb. | praise you because | am fearfully and
wonderfully made; your works are wonderful, | know that full
well. My frame was not hidden from you when | was made in the
secret place. When | was woven together in the depths of the
earth, your eyes saw my unformed body. All the days ordained

for me were written in your book before one of them came to be.
Psalm 139:1316 NIV
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With regard to additional possible causes, homophobia is sometimes
manufactured as a means for going along with the crowd, ay in the
case of certain televangelts and politiciansd as a rationale for asking
for money from the crowd. Yes, homophobia has become a political
agenda, because it is a monayaker. From World War Il up through
most of the 1980s, two of the biggest monagyaking issues that drew
huge financial support, especially for the ministries of many
televangelists, werel) communism and2) homosexuality.

As communism fell, televangelists lost one way to pull in money from
viewing audiences, who were made to fear communigmpotential
encroachment,terror, and threat looming on the horizon. However,
after the fall of communism, the issue of homose@ality still remained.
The existence of homosexualithecame a convenient agenda for many
public figures who wanted to enlarge their power base and inease
their financial resources. | would submit to you that some people
understand and even accept homosexuality and, yet, would speak out
against it pretentiously, because speaking out furthers their own
personal political agendas and increases their puicl support.

People who fear and/or hate homosexuals need to undéand that
sexual behavior (meaningthe sexual act) does not determine who is
straight or gay. As mentioned earlier, lehavior does not make a person
gay, just as it does not make a persostraight. Just as one carbe a
heterosexual am remain celibate, so also can one remai homosexual
and never act on his or her sexual orientation. Indeed, one could even
be involved in samesex behaviors and still be heterosexual. For
example, some idividuals in prison are involved in samesex behaviors
although their sexual orientation isdefinitely not homasexual. Also,
many homosexuals gemarried in order to help avoid the emotional
pain from the social stigmatization of being homosexual. Evemough
they lived as heterosexuals, they certainly were not heterosexuals.
Vaginal intercourse does not make someone heterosexual.

It is my hope that, eventually, society comes to understand that

homosexuald o es not mean Aones&kobemgaigenss i
To be sure, the perspective | share is in agreement with that expressed

by the American Psychol ogical Associ at
orientation is different from sexual behavior because it refes to feelings
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and seltconcept. Persons may or may not express their sexual
orientation in theirbehav i o¥'s . o

Overall, Asexual orientationo
homosexud i ty t han fiseXdSaeakuptepeeércenceod
choice and, br most homosexuals, there is no choice concergrheir

particular orientation. The only time a samesex relationship is a choice
Is when a bisexual decides to actively, and exclusively, seek a companion

of the

same sex. For people who are gay, and rimsexual, the only

choice involved in their sexual orientation is whether or not to act on
their natural desires. And, seeking samsex companionshipand
intimacy for gay people is just @ natural as seeking oppositesex
companionshipand intimacy is for straight people.

In a publication from the Oregon Psychological Association (also
published and distributed by the Arizona Psychological Association),
the following statement i s made i n res
homosexual orientation a choice?o0
Research indicates that sexual orientation is not a choice and
cannot be changed for mospeople. Sexual orientation
involves much more than performing sexual actslt involves
powerful inner feelings, selfconcept and social identity.
Psychologists gemally agree that people who accept and
integrate their sexual orientation (accept and act in accord
with their inner feelings) are psychologically better adjusted
then those who do@. Thus, homosexuallyoriented people
can refrain from acting upon their feelings and from letting
others know of their sexual orientation, but only at a
substantial cost to their personal well being?
I will now also include an eight question quiz for heterosexuals.
Although | personally authored the previous one on homophah, the
“HAnswers to YouBeRQualtOonehbauton and Homosexuality
Psychological Association, 750 First Street NE, Washington, DC 2008242.
*fAAnswers About Homosexuality,o prepared by the Oreg

distributed by the Arizona Psychological Assoiation, 202 East McDowell Road, Suite 170,
Phoenix, Arizona, 85004.
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following eight questions are adopted fromatwendguest i on A Qui z
Het erosexuals, o0 authored by Dr. Mar tir
Is designed to help heterosexuals think outside of their own sexual

orientation as well as challenge themas to what degree their own sexual

orientation was, or is, a choice.

Quiz for Heterosexuals

1. What do you think caused your heterosexuality?

2. When, and how, did you first decide you were a
heterosexual?

3. Is it possible that your heterosexuality is just gphase that
you will grow out of?

4. To whom have you disclosed your heterosexual tendencies
and how did they react?

5. Why do so many heterosexuals feel compelled to seduce
others into their sexual orientation?

6. Because a disproportionate number of child molders are
heterosexual, do you really want to expose your children to
heterosexual teachers?

7. Why do heterosexuals place so much emphasis on sex?

8. Why are there so few stable spousal relationships within the
heterosexual community?

Figure Two

True heterosexuals would not think of changing their sexual orientation,
because they cannot. So, too, true homosexuals should not think of
changing their sexual orientation. Unfortunately, however, because of
the prejudices and biases of a society whose mdjy is heterosexual,
many homosexuals end up closeting themselves and pretending (and
even longing) to be heterosexual.
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It is unfortunate that many homosexuals have accepted the shame and
guilt assigned to them by society. This shame and guilt causesriné
feel less than whole and often act in terms of a spittonsciousness.

Homosexual people need to have more positive gay role models after

whom they might pattern their thinking, feeling, and behavior. As lmg

as society enforcei d @ ask, domi tell, dond-beey our sel f 0 pol i ci
people will continue to suffer, and even die, needlessly.

Unfortunately, the victims of homophobia are not only gay people.
They also include homophobes Hate is an insidious thing thatd
regardless of the outwarddamage it may do to other®d helps to kill the
inner self of those who permit it access to their hearts, minds and souls.
In the final analysis, it is somewhat queer to me that so many have
abandoned the foundational Christian principle of love in order b

judge and condemn others based on traits and characteristics about
which they know so little. Perhaps one way that homophobia proes
that some people are noteally born of God is through the hate and fear
from homophobia itself Unfortunately, homophobia often reproduces
itself. Fortunately, there is a cure for homophobia

Deviations from the Norm

On a number of occasions, | have heard the following statement uttered

by so-called Christian fundamentalists to combat the possible social

acceptat e of homosexuality: fAiGod made

and Steve. o0 The ignorance of that ste
Christian and as a biologist. Because it is simplistic and reductionist,

the statement fails to take into consideration the multivarige nature of

this world. It fails to take into consideration that there might be a third

ki nd or gender, not neuter but Agay. o

There is a whole category of Christians who not only want nothing to do
with science but who would like to discredit all sciene that does not fit
into their own personal world-view, which world-view is based on their
own interpretations of the Bible. It is important to remember that
Galileo was convicted of heresy by the church in 1633 for following the
teachings of Nicolaus Cpernicus that the earth revolved around the sun
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and that our solar system is not the center of the physical universe.
Af ter his conviction, Galil eo nwas pl &
of hi'8 1ife.o

Many unusual phenomena related to sexual iddity occur within the

natural world. For example: 1) Certain avians and fish undergo

spontaneous sex reversals and are even capable of reproduction in their

newfound gender. 2) Various unfertilized insect eggs develop into

males. 3) The femalesofspecf i ¢ fl ying iIinsects posse
chromosomes and t he mal-fesaleppeges@d@ss i XX.
fish has been discovered, the Amazon molly, whose eggs develop

through parthenogenesis (stimulation of ova without the customary

fusion of male and fenale cells). And, most importantly, 5) a wide

range of human intersexuality exists that fits on a continuum betwen

nor ma l ma | e a n dderftiteesn &he eordarmah used dere

i n the sensenwofmdpo@uhati whi ch occurs
frequentl yo).

The issue of human sex identity is a complex one. There are many
legitimate questions regarding the genetic (or, chromosome) status,
phenotypic (or, anatomic) status, psychological (or, gender
identification) status, and sociological (or, sciety-assigned) status of sex
identity. In humans, sex identity may be determined by chromosome
composition (generally, XX for female and XY for male). However,
genetic testing is not always the best indicator of sex. Why? There are
a fair number of individuals who fall into intersex categories. For
instance: 1) those with abnormal chromosome composition or genetic
code variances; 2) genetic males who differentiate into anatomic females
due to androgen inaction or insensitivity; and, 3) genetic femasewho
differentiate into anatomic males because of exposure to abnormally
high amounts of androgens eithem utero from their motherso
hyperactive adrenal glands orpost partumfrom their own hyperactive
adrenal glands. (See Appendix A for a more detagd classification of
Intersexuality.)

Perhaps you have heard or read that the basic human form is female.
That is not entirely true or accurate. What is true is that it is virtually
impossible to determine the sex of a developing human embryo five

% http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nicolaus Copernicus (as it appeared in 2010)
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weeksafter conception. At that stage, external genitals include an
undifferentiated glans area that will eventually become the penis in a
male or the clitoris in a female. Undifferentiated labioscrotal swellings
on either side of a general openingknown asa urethral groove, will

either eventually fuse on the midline to form the scrotum in a male or
remain separate as they develop i
female.

At five weeks afte conception, internal genitalsinclude undifferentiated
sex glands &lso known asgonads) that will develop into testes in a male
or ovaries in a female. In the case of an anatomic male, the testes
usually make their descent into the scrotal sac from one to three months
before birth. Internal genitals in the five-weekold developing XX or

XY embryo also include two sets of tubes: 1) the paramesonephric or

M Ullerian ducts and 2) the mesonephric or Wolffian ducts. In the case
of most developing males, the paramesonephric ducts degenerand

the mesonephric ducts devep into the vasa deferentia (singularvas
deferens) or ducti deferentia gingular: ductus deferens), the major
sperm-carrying tubes that connect the testicles to the urethra. In the
case of most developing females, theamonephric ducts degenerate and
the paramesonephric ducts develop into the Fallopian tubes (oviducts or
uterine tubes) as well as the uterus.

The external and internal changes described in the previous paragraphs
are all mediated by various genes which trigger the release and/or
inhibition of various sex steroid hormones and enzymes that convert
inactive sex steroid hormone forms into active fans. In developing
males, one of the most important regulating genes in the processes
described is known as the SRY gené, the scecalled Sexdetermining
Region of the Y chromosomé! In developing males, this gene triggers a
cascade of events between thieurth and seventh weeks after

conception that results in the production of testosterone by the sex
glands as they begi to differentiate into testes. Without the production

of testosterone, or its conversion into a special active form known as
dihydrotestosterone, internal and external genitals simply would not
virilize & which is to say, they would remain somewhat ambiguous,

" Haggetal. A Mol ecul ar B a sxua Detefmindilenrivctavdtion af M lliBren
I nhi biting Substance &eneVollmeR66eDecember?, 1894, pagdsyY . 0
14941500.
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resulting in indeterminate primary and secondary sexuatharacteris-
tics. (Primary sexual characteristics are those with which yoware born,
and secondary sexual characteristics are those that you begin
developing at the onset of puberty

Generally, the SRY gene is found on the short arm of the Y
chromosome in a developing Y sperm(By Y sperm, | mean a sperm
that contains a Y chromosome.)However, sometimes it translocates
(fragments and moves) and ends up splicadto an X chromosome in a
developing X sperm. (By X sperm, | mean a sperm that contains an X
chromosome.) When the SR geneis missing from the Y chromosome
of a sperm that has fertilized an egg, the resulting XY individual
generally develops a feminine anatomic form. When it has translocated
and is on the X chromosome of a sperm that has fertilized an egg, the
resulting XX individual usually develops a male anatomic form
(provided succeeding events, which the SRY gene initiates, proceed as
they normally would). Hence, intersexuality includes XY females and
XX males as well as individuals with ambiguous external and/or
internal genitalia.

Since as many as 0.1% of the population fall intjtersex status

categories® there may be more than six million people on earth whose

sexual identities are in question using one basis for classification or

another. Since thesepeogl ar e not AdAreal 0o Adams or
definition of Areal 0 here |l eft in ques
individuals were not created by Gal? No, we should never use: 1) the

presence, absence, or size of external genitalia; 2) numbers andds of
chromosomes; 3) sex hormone blood levels; or, gkeletomuscular

di mensions to classify Areal 6 men and

Though sex identity is not equivocal to sexual preference (however,
from a statistical standpoint, the two are positively correlatd), the point

| am trying to make is that not all things are as black and white as some
Christian fundamentalists would like them to be. Today, within the
biological community there is legitimate debate about the biological
basis of homosexuality in theight of recent scientific work: 1) that

¥Wilson, Jean D., M. D. fiSex Joarsatoftheqdmérican Meditae r nat i on al
Association Vol. 267, No. 6, 1992, page 853.
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correlates sexual orientation in maleso a locus on the X chromosomé?

2) that links brain morphology and sexual orientation® and, 3) that

demonstrates statistical significance in favor of a genetic contributiorot

sexual orientation usingidentical and fraternal twins.?* Thus, it is more

than likely that some seemingly unnatural and sinful behaviors
(Aunnatural 0o and Asinfulo from the staeé
Fundamentalism) are actually part of nature. Can we assue that God

made only some people and not others?
made Adam and Eve but not Adam and Stevfor Ada and Evg? ONo,

simply stated, God created all of humanity.God created each one of us.

In our discussion of what is natural(that is, what occurs in nature), |
will digress a little and share this anecdote with you:

My grandmother had a chicken farm and, on that farm, as a child, |
noted that once in a while there was a rooster who warddo be a
brooding hen. What he would do was bother the hens, trying to steal
their eggs so he could sit on them. Because the hens usually would not
allow that to happen, he would end up finding a nice smooth stone
somewhere to sit on. Also, | noted within the coop that, once in a great
while, there would be a hen that was transformed into a rooster. Later,
in my biological studies | came to understand that, thoug every hen

has two gonads (meaningthe two sex glands that are specialized as
ovaries in most female animals), only the right goad in the hen is
differentiated into an ovary while the left gonad remains undifferen
tiated, or unspecialized Later on in the herts life, if the right gonad is
destroyed by a disease process, then the left gonad can either develop
into an ovary or a testis. If it develops into a testis, the hen becomes
transformed into a fully-functioning rooster, which is even @apable of
fertilizing eggs produced by the other chickens thatvere born hens.

In order to be a hermaphrodite from a human standpoint, one mat
have at least some functioning testicular tissue as well as some

¥ Hu, Stellagtal. fiLi nkage between sexual orientation and chr
f e ma INetwe Genetics11, November 1995, pages 24656.

X LaVay, Simon. ABrain StHeutceruase xDualf ea rech Nédo nBoest eweuean!
England Journal of Medicine, Vol. 162, Issue 9, 1995, pages 1467.

Z'Whitam, Frederick L, Milton Diamond, and James Mart
Report on 61 Pairs Archidesd SexunldBehdviolVpll28,No. et s. 0O
November 3, 1993, pages 1806.
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functioning ovarian tissue. It does not matter what other body parts the
individual has, or does not have. Along as these two criteria are met,
then the person is considered a true henaphrodite. Additionally, there
are individuals who might appear to be hermaphrodites but are actually
pseudohermaphrodites

Interestingly, there is one group of pseudohermaphrodites (known as
guevodocesn Spanish), who, because they are born appeagras if they
are anatomic females are raised and socialized females; however, at
the onsetof puberty, testosterone surges within them, eventuall
transforming them into anatomic males. Perhaps the most curious
thing is that, although thesendividuals have been socialized as females,
many of them end up functioning as males within society anelven
fathering children. Again, the point | am trying to make is that sexual
identity is not as simple as many people would have us believalso, it
Is important to note that, in this case, nature takes precedence over
nurture.

There really is no good legal definition ofgender. Certainly, one cannot
define a male as someone having two testes. Does that person stop being
a male if he must have a itateral orchiectomy (both testes removed)
because of cancer? Should that person no longer be considered a male?
No, | think you see how ridiculous that would be. Does a woman who

has had a total hysterectomy stop being female? No, from a biological
standpoint, maleness or femaleness is first and foremost a state of mind.

So much of who we are, and what we are, is provided to us by the brain.
Indeed, this particular organ is actually the primary sexual organ.
Naturally, sexual differences exist withn the brain as a result of varying
hormone levels. And hormones impinge upon both the structural and
functional development of the brain. For example, it is well known
within the scientific world that a high concentration of androgens
(which category ofhormones includes both testosterone and
dihydrotestosterone) tends to suppress the development of the left
cortex of the brain during embryonic and fetal development in males,
contributing to population differences between males and females in
languaging abilities and spatial conceptualization??

2 Kimura, Doreen. fSex Sciettfic Amegicar 8epteniber 1992hmageB24a i n. O
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It may come as a surprise to you, bueventhesec al | ed fAmal ed anc
Af emal ed0 hormone categories are misnon
females produce both androgens and estrogens. It is the relative

proportions of these two categories of hormones that differ and not so

much the hormone categories themselves. Generally speaking, in the

adult human population, 90% of the sex steroids in males are androgens

and 10% are estrogens; concomitantly, 90% of the sex steds in

females are estrogens and 10% are androgen§.J ust as MfHandr oge
category of sex steroid hor mofsexs, so,
steroid hormones i n c |-astchdiah gstrdme, and estriol.)

Substantial scientific investigation ha been conducted to elucidate the
complex differences between males and females relative to hormones
and brain functioning. Yes, hormones act upon our development.
Beginning the fourth week after conception and continuing through the
seventh week, a cascle of hormones kicks in, causing a rather unisex
looking little embryo to begin manifestly changing from the fifth
through eighth weeks either into the male anatomic form or continuing
on (in what might appear to some as the female anatomic form.
Howeva, not only is the appearance of external genitals determined
hormonally, brain morphology (or, brain structure) is also determined
by the presence or absence of the same sex steroids and their varying
levels as well as relative proportions. And, becausbese hormones
greatly impact on our mental and emotional development, they
influence the development of gender identity and sexual orientation
during embryonic and fetal life. The evidence leads one to conclude
that how we view ourselves and how we evalte others as potential
sexual patners and spousal companions aréiologically predetermined
through hormones.

In a 1995issue ofDevelopment Psychologwne article states that for
some women who took diethylstilbistrol (DES), a synthetic form of
estrogen that was once used to help stabilize pregnancy, there is a
greater incidence of lesbianism within their daughter$® That is not to
say that all lesbianism is the result of DES. Rather, there may be some
contributing factors to genderidentity and sexual orientation relative to

% Meyer-Bahlburg, Heinoetal. A Prenat al Estrogens and the Devel opme
Orien t at Developmental Psychology31, 1995, pages 121.
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even maternal hormones that are being produced or artificially
administered during pregnancy. The authors emphasize:

Many investigators see the sex hormones as the likely major
biological factor in the development of sexuaorientation
because sex hormone action underlies [early] sexual
differentiation and the development of the secondary sex
characteristics. As studies of the association of systemic sex
hormone levels during adolescence and adulthood with sexual
orientation have yielded largely negative results, especially in
men, most of the psychoendocrine research on homosexuality
is currently focused on prenatal hormones$?

Despite some recent scientific breakthroughsn many wayswe sill live
in a medieval world. Thus, scientific explanations for the causes of
genderidentity and sexual orientation will not be worked out easily or
quickly. Personally, | believe that what happened in my own
development is that certain hormones kicked in during embryonic and
fetal life, which hormones contributed not only to my outward
appearance but also to the anatomy and physiology of my braih
which, in turn, contributed to the formation of my own neural grids for
personal genderidentity and sexual orientationwithin my fetal brain .
(Such neuranatomicgrids, or brain fabrics, determine how we view
others as well as ourselves.Lonsequently, | am homosexual.
Interestingly, though | did not have the terminology to describe my
innermost feelings then, | viewednyself as homosexual as a
prepubescent child, even as early as six or seven.

What makes you personally heterosexual or homosexual, | do not know.
| think it is possible that the cause may vary for different individuals.
Perhaps there are some cases thate environmentally-caused, some
psychologicallycaused, others geneticallyand/or hormonally-caused.
However, with some psychotherapeutic exceptions, | do not think that
the cause should really matter. Rather, what | do think should matter

Is that noone become enslaved to sexuality or to fears concerning it.

% |bid ., page 12. [brackets mine]
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So, there still remains a dilemma, then, for many people who are
Christian, who would like to be Christian, or who would like to continue
in their Christianity, relative to the issue of homogxuality. To them,
our anomalous condition (that is our homosexuality) is considered
sinful, perverted, and disgusting. Additionally, they believe that our
condition is considered an abomination by thé. orRD God Almighty.

To help understand anomalous onditions in general, from the
biological standpoint | think that we can look to intersexuality to serve,
by extension, as a neutral model (or prototype) for homosexuality. Did
God not create inters&uals (that is, people for whom biologic sexual
identity is somewhat hazy)? Of courseHe created them! Do others
have the right to determine for individual intersexuals which sexual
intimacies are normal for them or to whom they should look for a
normal sexud partner or spousal companion? Indeed not! They
neither have the right nor the knowledge to do so.

Though some peopl e might mesulyoftheil nt er s e

Adamic Fall (meaning iniquity and sin), and that is why intersexuals
exist,o | woul d ponthetBible Whermthd Apostlies e
turned to Jesus and askedi (Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his

parents, that he was born blindd06 (John 9:2 NIV) You see, in the
Apostlesdminds, only a direct link with intergenerational iniquity or
personalsin could explain the mand blind condition. Our Lord clearly
answered them by saying, ANeither

other words, Jesus was saying that there are anomalous abtons that
are neither intergenerational nor personal in origin.

To be sure, there are those who would argue that because Jesus went on
to heal the blind man so, too, will he heal honsexuals of their
homosexuality. The answer to the question of whetheor not

homosexuals need to be healed of their homosexuality will be carefully
considered based on Scripture in the chapters to follow.

In bringing this chapter to a close, | would like to add that just as most
people consider vision the ideal conditioin contrast to blindness, sp
too, do most consider heterosexuality the ideal condition in contrast to
homosexuality. However, some blind people actually consider their
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blindness a gift from God. Likewise, so do some homosexuals consider
their sexual orientation a gift from Him as well.

As we prepare for studyin the following chapters of this book

concerning Bible passages that haveaditionally been used against
homosexuals, homosexuality and the homosexual orientation as well as
transgenderism | would like to add the following:

When studying the Holy Bible, we need to hold the whole Bible while
simultaneously attending to its various parts. We should never
translate, interpret or apply individual Bible verses in isolation! |
emphasized this aleady, and | will continue to emphasize this in the
chapters to follow.

When studying the Holy Bible, we need
religiono does not contradict true sci
contradict pure religion. For the sake of clariication, scienceis not a

bad word. Sciencesimply meansii o b | ekcrt o wlee d gfactuala nd A
under standing. 0 Al s o rEligionistndt@bad ake of
word. Religionis fithe practice of our faith.0 1 like the way the New

American Standard Bible renders James 1:27, which states:

Pure and undefiled religion in the sight ofour God and
Father is this: to visit orphans and widows in their
distress,andto keep oneself unstained by the world.

In other words, we are to share our resources wh those who are the
most vulnerable, and we are to resist demonic and fleshly temptations.
We are to learn as much as we can about ourselves through scierna
that we can correctly applyreligion in principle, ethically and morally,
with analysis through deductive and inductive reasoning, as well as in
good conscience.

When studying the Holy Bible, we need to understand context, because
0 as every Bible school student has beentaughtit o pr oof t ext

without context is pretext. o Not only
nl ocati on, | ocati on, | ocati ono are t he
considerations, so too i1 s it true I n E
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contexto are t he considem@Bonsmbhe tariousmpor t ant
segments of the Holy Bible are framed by the contexts in which they

were written, including: historical context, social context, cultural

context, political context, literary context and linguistic context.

The following questons need to be answered for kilepth Bible study:

1. To whom was a passage written?

2.  What kind of people were the original intended
recipients?

3.  What was their society like and how was it
stratified?

4.  What were the daily activities and practices of
the people?

5.  What type of civil and/or religious government
did they have?

6. Why was a passage written?
7.  What was theintended meaning?

8. How do cross references within the Bible help to
elucidate the truer meaning of a passage?

9.  What is the etymology or origin, of each Hebrew,
Aramaic and Greek word used in the Bible
passag®@

10. What did the word(s) mean when written?

11. Dothe words have application to contemporary
situations and settings?

12. How does the immediate cotext help us to
uncover word meaning or multiple meanings.
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Taking the answers taall twelve of these questionsnto consideration
will help us to understand the meaning of various Bible versegshen

they were written as well as correctly apply themor not apply them, to
contemporary circumstances andsituations.
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Chapter Two:

Sodomand SodomitesRkevisited

Introduction

In this chapter, the story of Sodom is recounted in order for us to come
to a better understanding of what is represented by it as well as by other
Biblical references to it and tothe ill-chosen wordsodomite

Abraham Pleads for Sodom

Many of you are already familiar with the story of Sodom. Ideally, it
would be helpful if you took a few minutes to reread the introduction to
it in Genesis 18:2633 before you continuereading this chapter. There,
you will find that Abraham pleaded with the LorD God Jehovah
(Yahweh) to spare Sodom on behalf of his nephew Lot. He asked the
L ORD to sparethe city if fifty righteous people could be found in it.

In Hebrew, Genesis 18:24 look§ke this:

UET,A@éEEéwélEEidaﬁ?ﬂﬁééﬁ'ae(;B Ea
5 EecC@ &8 EE B QR G E

| n Genes |Tm-da3k8em‘284 Ei fafid rEegTﬂa da-keemo

aE| eEgeﬂthnrlghteous [ people] 6 and

respectively. Tzada-keem and HaTza-da-keem can alsoranslated as
Ai nnocent [people], 0 and Athe innocent
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TheLorbs ai d t o Abr aham, nAl Il right, I f ot
the city, then | will spare the city. o
and quickly moved to ask the lORD to consider forty-f i v e : AW I I yo
spare the city of Sodom if there are only fortyf i ve ri ght eous?0 A
LorDS ai d, AYes. O So, Abraham continued
forty -five to forty to thirty to twenty and, finally, to ten. Although the

LoroOpati ence may have been tried, He u
sake of ten, I wi || not destroy Sodom.

worked out with the LORD was that the LORD would spare the city if ten
righteous could be found within its walls.

At the time of Abraham@ conversation with theL ORD, righteousness
was not yet contingent on adherence to the rules, regulations, and
ordinances ofLevitical Law found in the Pentateuch or Torah (that is
the first five books of the Bible), becauséevitical Law had not yet been
given by God to the children of Israel To be sure Levitical Law was
not put into effect until the time of Moses, more than four centuries
after Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob:

The law [of Moses] introduced 430 years later [meaning
after the length of time the Israelite people lived in Egypt],
does not set aside the covenant previously established by
God [with Abraham] and thus do away with the promise
[God madeto Abraham]. [brackets mine]

Galatians 3:17 NIV?

Instead of adherence td_evitical Law, righteousness from the time of

Abraham until the time of Moses was baseéntirely on faith in the

LORD, as it isbased in these New Testament times. For the sake of
clarity, faith is hertelrorRDBNddcangi ned as
unwaveringly 6ram Sciptre, wé lendw tlaf faitlvis a

gift from God (Ephesians 2:8); that faith comes from hearing (or,

reading) the good news of salvation through Jesus Christ (Romans

10:17); that without faith it is impossible to please thé orRD (Hebrews

11:6); and, that Jesus Christ i1is fnAthe
of o ur [bfagkeétsnting dHebrews 12:2 KJV)

% See also Genesis 1521 and Exodus 12:4&41.
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Scripture clearly teaches that Abraham had faith and that righteous
ness was imputed tdim because of his faith. (Romans 4:2@2 and
James 2:23) From our knowléelge of what happened to Sodom, it
should be clear that the city did not even have ten peop¥eho had faith
d and, thereby, possessedghteousnessd in the LoRD God Almighty,
Yahweh. The people of Sodom were considered wickeat guilty by the
LorD God Almighty. They were considered wickedr guilty, because
they worshiped false gods.

The Biblical Story of Sodom

Upon reading Genesis 1915, we learn that two angelic visitorsame

to Sodom and that Lot saw the visitors and beckoned them into his

home, cautioning them not to spend the night in the town square. Why?

Town squares then were much likeolder downtown areas of manycities

today. They were sometimes dangerous and $tde, especially to

identifiable strangers. Once the angels were inside L@ home, it is

recorded that the peopleof the city gathered together and called out,

ASend the two vi sknowd rhe mo wt (tGleaite swe rMma®y

Let 6s theddebkew afthe Masoretic text(or, the traditional text)
for Genesis 19:4:

Interestingly, the King James Versiornof the Bible doesa very good job
In its rendering of Genesis 19:4 It translates 19:4asfollows:

But before they lay down, the merjtranslated from the
Hebrew word (above) Enosh  Ej@f Aeé:i@leven the
men [again, from the Hebrew word Enosh  E]@f Sadoni)
compassed the house round, both old and young, all the
people[translated from the Hebrew word Am a J frém
every quarter.
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If only the Hebrew word Enosh E\Qasauéa& Genesis 19:4, then |

might concede that it was only the males who gathered together outside

of Lotds house. But i1t would only b
word Enosh Ee @ hean either fimaleso or i
since the Hebrev word Am a lis@lso used later in the same verse in

the phraseology, 1 apebplet hem every quarter, o it
interpreted that both adult males and female® young adults and older

adultsd came from al |l parts of the city toc¢

e
P €

Let 6 s n otiae Heboew bf tha Masoretic text(again, the
traditional text) for Genesis 19:5:

Even though you may not have been able to identify the second to the

last word in the preceding Hebrew version of Genesis 19(t red

above) itis a verb form of the wordya-d awdé t hat haslinbeen tr
the King James as Athat we might Kknow.

Letds have a si mpl e rdlegantdodhis discassidna ng u a g e
before | discuss the Hebrew word/adaw.

I f || asked you to pronouncei®©he Engl i s
W, 0 you mi g h tiboworwihradongnio er fibowo with a

diphthong Tow. You would not know how to pronounce it unless you

saw the word in context. If you pronounced the wordibowo with a long

10, you would still not know the meaning of the word unless, again, you

took context into consideration.Bowc oul d mean At he ri bbor

someoneds hairo or it could be referri
arrow. o | f y oword fibowo nvitha dighthahg t olwv,e/ou
would still not know the meaning of the word unless, again, you took
context into consideration.Bowc oul d mean Athe front,
part, ofashipo or it coul d mean Ifiamayndi ng at |

Bi O1 W in English is representative of all Hebrew words. You really
donét know how to pronounce a written
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I n context and you really dondt know t
unless, again, you read it in context.

In Genesis 1%, the secondto-last Hebrew word from which the word
Aknowo i s yacdeawiéd & deading the characters from left to

right as yod 1, dalet! , and ayin , all three of which together can be
translitereated as yad a ywa-d u hodya-d a h 6

Most words in English are multinyms, which means that almost every

word in English has multiple meanings and nuances, which can only be
determined when the word is studied in context. What is true for

English isalsotrue for Hebrew. For example, in English,the word

Acl eaa@eromean At o | dcanalsbroegar hfetrq 0 but

separate. o Il n Hebrew, theor,word figades
depending on context,itcara| s o mean, fisomet hing prei
oreveniunhol y. o T h e -ddwdb ri esw swamredvhyaa | i ke

Englishworddate, whi ch can mean fAday of the vy
prearranged soci mmdreceonl d aoggeumean tl ,yg ar ,ise
encounter between a prostitute and hi s

Ya-d a w8 1 has multiple meanings, too!Ya-da w 8! 1 has at least
three possible meanings: 1) to know cognitively or intellectually; 2) to
experience intimately in consensual sex; and, 3) to rape. What
determines the exact meaning of this woréd and the overwhelming
majority of Hebrew words, for that matter d is the context in which the
word is found.

Forexamplewhenyad awd1i s used in Genesis 3:22
and evil o), Its meaning I s Ato know ccC

vadawd1is used in Genesiveod:;1litmAdamnkr

Ato experience intimately-dianwjft'lonsensua
I's used in Genesis 19:5 and Judges 19:
Is translated as such in the American Standard and New International

Version translationsofJ udges 19: 25 but not Genesi s
that we mayknowt hemo ( Genesi s 19:5 KJV) realll
carnallyby brut@ oformeoe specifically in t
we mightrapet he m. 0
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Anyone who tries to make the story of Sodom just story about getting
to know someone intellectually is doing the written word of God an
Injustice. The story of Sodom is not about getting to know people
intellectually. The story of Sodom is nokevenabout consensual sex
between two adults. The storyf Sodom is about intended rape, which
Is always violent and brutal. And, the story of Sodom is not about rape
just between males but thentended rape of two angelic visitors by all of
the adult townspeople. Even if | conceded that it may only be refering
to the males of the city, it is still referring to rape. How can anyone
confuse consensual sex with rape?

Naturally, Lot was horrified by this for a number of reasons, but
especially because these visitors were guests within his own home.
Peopleat that time respected and honored the Law of Hammurabi,
which dictated that, when you extended hospitality to visitors, you
agreed to provide them protection even at the cost of your own life as
well as the lives of your immediate household. As a resulipt offered
his daughters to the townspeople, but the townspeople refused them.
Anyone who tries to make the story of Sodom solely an issue of
hospitality is doing the written word of God an injustice. The story of
Sodom is not just about hospitality.

After Lot offered his daughters to the men of the citywhat happened
next is that the angelic visitors struck the men blind, and Lot and his
family immediately left the city. The city was then destroyed.
Unfortunately, the story of Sodom is often linke erroneouslyto
modern-day homosexuality.

In order to better understand the events just described, we need to
recognizethat what was intended by the townspeoplef Sodom was not
consensual intimacy but, rather,brutal group rape. Fortunately, we are
living in a time when we undersand that rape is not so mucha sexual
act as it is a psychpathologic action meant to demean and victimize
others by overpowering them Rape is based on the desire to dominate
or domineer as well as to demonstrate orge seeming superiority over
otherswho are, often physically weaker and, therefore,especially
vulnerable. Rape is intended by thgxsychologically sick andcrimin al
mind to draw attention to the victimG supposed grossulnerabilities,
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infirmities or defects at the same time that it draws attention away from
the perpetratoré& own feelings of inadequacy, feriority, and lack of
control. Rape is an act of wlence, domination and ragemeant to
victimize othersin order to humiliate and control them. Again, the

Issue in the story of Sodom is not an isgewf consensual sexual activity
or intimacy between two peopléut an issue of violence and
victimization through group rape.

If there is anyone reading this book who habkeen the victim of rape, |
pray, right now, in the Name of Jesus Christ, that our Lord take away
any guilt or shame that you may have unwittingly accepted and that our
Lord imbue you with the perfect love that will enable you to forgive the
perpetrator of this horrible and heinous crime against you. Please know
that your forgiveness of the perpetrator is a process and will take time.
Dondét be hard on yourself i f you
heart toward the perpetrator of this crime. This perpetrator committed

a crime against you as well as the loved ones who grieve for you. |
encourage you to talk not only with your pastor and your loved ones but
also a trained psychotherapist to help sort through your traumatized
emotions.

In addition to what | have just described relative to a contemporary
understanding of rape, it is also essential for us tknow that warring
peoples (in this casebarbarians) throughout most of ancient history
commonly raped conquered peoples, both womersavell asmen. They
did this in order to indicate that they (the conquerors) had complete
statutory control over those vanquished as well a® warn other
potential aggressors of their ferocity.

Many insights to the Genesis 19 account of Sodom are provided by a
very similar set of circumstances within the Bible that begins in Judges
19:1 and ends at Judges 20:5. Although | will now share some of the
parallels between the two accountand draw some analogies, |
encourage you to read the two account®r yourself, now, before you
continue to the next paragraph

In the Judges 19 account, we find a Levite (a male of the tribe of Lgvi
traveling with his concubine. In today language, and in this context,
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concubinemight be considered a married mais fimistres or sexual
partner, who has noprimary spousal legal rights orentitlements; or,
concubinecould also be referring to a member of a harem of women as
well.

As the twoare traveling, they happen upon thecity of Gibeah, where

they were cautionednot to stay in the town squarelike the angels who

visited Sodom. They were cautionetly an older resident of Gibeah,

who said A No, pl ease do not stay in this
to my home, where | wil/| prtei de for vy
Levite and his concubine endd up going home with the man of Gibeah.

Then, as in Sodom, Scripture reports that the people of Gibeah
describedinJudges1&%ss t he fAof f s p mHebgw, benteeBe |l i al

belai-ayeel L . _ .18 gathered’around the residene; where the
Levite and his concubinewere staying, and demanded that the host send

out the Levite in order that they mightknowhim & I (ya-d a whiene

againd or, as indicated previously, that they mightrape him. In

response, the old man of Gibeah repl i e
take, instead, his concubine and my daughter and use them accordingly,

but do not do so to the male visitor.c
Leviteds concub bfthecityeamcup rapingendpeopl e
ravaging her until sheswaggers tahe doorstep of the home of the old

man from Gibeah, where she falls down dead.

To be hermeneutically sound, an accurate interpretation of Genesis

Chapter 19 must consider Judges 19:20:5. For the sake of

clarification, hermeneuticsis definedbyWe b st er 6 s | I  New Ri v
Dictionaryas At he science and methodol ogy o
of the*Bible.o

The parallels that exist between Genesis 1915 and Judges 19:20:5
are summarized in Figure Three, on the following page.

®Websteros |1 New ,Riversele Publishing Cormpanty,il384, pagey577.
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Parallels between Genesis 19 and Judges 19

Sodom Account Gibeah Account

two angels a Levite and his concubine

by an old man of Gibeah

Lotdéds two vir the ol d man
daughter
and the Levi't

0T
Genesis 19:5 Judges 19:25
Aknowo (KJ Arapedo (N
Figure Three
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A very important principle in understanding difficult passages in the

Bi ble i s expressed by the statement, 0
In other words, as we read and study a difficult passage in the Bible, we

will eventually discover that there arehelpful explanations as well as

keys to unlock its truer meaning provided in other passages located

elsewhere in the Bible. Consequently, it is very important that we all

read and study thewritten Word of God completely or we may fall into

the same trapthat many people fall into by stopping short of a full

understanding and, then, sharing thatimperfect knowledge of truth, or

i ncompl ete understanding, with others.
entire written Word, the Holy Spirit will guide us to the wholetruth

that is to be found in Scripture. Remember, there is great continuity in

the Bible from beginning to end and we must hold the whole Bibje

while we simultaneously attend to its various partsin order to

understand and apply the truth contained theein.

To be sure, itis in Judges 20:5 that we are provided tremendous insight
relative to the intentions of the men of Gibeah and, also, transferably so,
to the intended rape of the two angelic visitors in Sodom. In retelling
the story when he returnedhome, the Levite states:

During the night the men of Gibeah came after me and
surrounded the house, intending to kill me. They raped my
concubine, and she died.

Judges 20:5 NIV

Historians would consider the Levite a primary source: Sirply stated,

he was there when it happenedWhen the Levite himself describes

what woul d have happemerndofthecityhi m, he se&
surrounded trdsidence,ntendimyaorkih me. 0 The Levite
statement tells us that the men of Gibeahad fully intended to kill him

by brutally raping him. T hat they had succeeded in doing this to his

concubine is proof of their evil intention. Also, we need to understand

that this intended raping of a mand especially in the case of Judges,

Chapters 191-20:50 was not by homosexuals:As a homosexual male,

let me assure you that there are no homosexual males that | know of

who are capable draping a female. That the peoplef Gibeah would

have stepped out of t(thais,theirhnstinctualo s e x u a |
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predisposition or heterosexual orientation}o victimize the Levite
should be clear, much like modernday prisoners step outside of their
heterosexual nature to rape fellownmates. Additionally, what is also
provided by the story of Gibeah is that the intended malenale group
rape recounted in Genesis 19 was not an isolated actwspecific to
Sodom, but, instead, more widespread throughoute land at that time.

Relative to the depiction of women in the Sodom and Gibeah stories, |
think it important to emphasize that most ancient societies subscribed to
the notion of female inferiority and subordinancy. Indeed, women were
regarded no better thanproperty or chattel (asthey still are in many
places throughout the world today). That the Bible recounts these
stories does not mean thaGod condones or that Scripture endorseghe
poor treatment of women Rather, the Bibleis retelling events that
occurred and how they ocarred.

Rememberalsoto consider these stories in their historical and literary
contexts and not in the context ofthe desperately neededurrent
movements toward equality and fairness for women. Also, remember
that most of the great strides that womerhave made in modernday
societies were really not made until the 20th centurgnd that women
are still treated as property in manyeconomicallyemerging nations and
unenlightenedsocietiesthroughout the world today.

In comparison to murder, whether rape is theultimate or penultimate
act of contempt for another personyou must decide for yourselves.
Neither act takes into consideration the victinds desires or wants; and,
both acts are intended tobrutalize others. Regardless of your decision,
it should be clear to you that the story othe intended brutal rape in
Sodom has nothing to do with loving, monogamous, committed
relationships between consenting adults of the same sex.

Canaanite Pagan Deities

| would now like to introduce you to a ew Canaanite pagan deities that
played a major role in shaping the culture of Sodom and its
surrounding area.
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Genesis 10:194NIV) i ndi cates t hat f#fthe borders o
from Sidon toward Gerar as far as Gaza, and then toward Sodom,

Gomorrah, Admahand Zeboi m, asSodomandas Lasha. o
Gomorrah, then, were part of Canaan, the land that was eventually

conquered by the children of Israel. And, not only were these cities part

of Canaan geographically, they were part of Canaan culturally. This is

especially germane to our story, since Canaanite fertility cults played a

particularly important role in the day -to-day activities of theindigenous

peopleswho inhabited this general regionas well as those who migrated

there. |l ndeed, N C eults andniohiwere mdredewvd and i t y
influential than any other nature cults of the Middle East, made

incursions into the austere, wildernesb or n fai tH of | srael

In order to consider further the issue of Sodom, we need to cover some
historical background relative to a few of the more popular fertility
pagan deities that wereworshiped during much of the two millennia
preceding the birth of Christ.

Though there were other pagan deitiesvorshipedin Canaan, the major
fertility deities included the gods Moleh and Baal and the goddess
Ashtoreth (all summarized in Figure Four):

Molech In Old Testament times, Molech was a male fertility god to

whom devotees sacrificed the | ives of
ritualistic burning. (See Leviticus 18:21 and20:2-5.) The word Molech

is derived from the Hebrewword Melek ¢ E,& B ch méans fAki n

TheLorRDsaidtoMos es, fASay tdnyt he | srael it
Israelite or any alien living in Israel who gives any of his

children to Molech must be put to death. Theeople of he

community are to stone him. | will set my face against that

man and | will cut him off from his people; for by giving his

children to Molech, he has defiled my sanctuary and

profaned my holy name. If the people of the community

close theireyes when that man gives one of his children to

Molech and they fail to put him to death, | will set my face

against that man and his family and will cutthem off from

2 Miller, Madeleine S.and J. Lane.The New Har per 6 sHafpéerbrdRowNewt i onar y
York, 1973, page 89.
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their people both him and all who follow him in prostituting

themselves to Molech.
Leviticus 20:1-5 NIV

Baal Often, the Baattype god was specific for differer_1_t citystates
that existed within the Canaanite region. AttimesBaal a |was Usép

as an umbrella ter melloeiwnadi |e niidB anagl ihnmeor e(
denotest he masculine plural) or fABaal god
forms of thenameBaali ncl ude fABel , 0 amBda,dgrBeel . 0

one of its variant forms, was often incorporated into the names of
various pagan people, like Jezml, who was a devotee, goriestess, of
Baal, and her father, Ethbaal:

In the thirty -eighth year of Asa king of Judah, Ahab son of
Omri became king of Israel, and he reigned in Samaria over
Israel twenty-two years. Ahab son of Omri did more evil in
the eyes of the. ORD than any d those before him. He not
only considered it trivial to commit the sins of Jeroboam
son of Nebat, but he also married Jezebel daughter of
Ethbaal king of the Sidonians, and began to serve Baal and
worship him. He set up an altar for Baal in the temple b
Baal that he built in Samaria. Ahab also made an Asherah
pole and did more to provoke thel orRD, the God of Israel,
to anger than did all the kings of Israel before him.

1 Kings 16:2933 NIV

It was not by accident that Jesus Christ referred @ the Devil as

ANBeel zebub, 0 2Mat whewhl1lPRs26@-ebubved fr on
the god of Ekron, o (2 Kings 1:2), whos
flies. O ALor d arapttdéseriptibnl indeed,fr Satan, who is

behind every form of iddatrous worship. (Just as dung draws flies here

on earth, so does Satan draw every unclean spirit, devil and demon in

the world of the unseen.)

Though Baal represents an evil thing, the wordBaal itself is not evil; it
simply means @Al or do Althoughthawotdeneads i n Hek
Al goridBa al 0 s houl d nhoAdond @ Shema(arftsu s ed wi t
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variant HaShem), which are often used in place of the unpronounceable

Hebrew tetragrammaton U | Yahlvah (the most holy name of God,

or AYHWHO) and often tr anesgeaallyeand i n t he
the King James Version\wi t h al | uppekormoase | etters

Ashtoreth The singular form for many feminine nouns in Hebrew
ends-ethhnd-dir such notwondorigt émdisg thath e A
makes the plural form. In other words, although the Hebrew word
AAsht ar pt-h tookssimilartoi As ht @+ € t-hithe =~ .
former word is the plural form. And, just as there weremany
manifestations or representations of the god Baal, so, too, were there
many representations of the goddess Ashtoreth. Ashtoreth is the very

A

same goddess referred to in Babyl oniar
and AAshtaro and IinsGasekKAabhdr Reman Wk
find that the Scandinavianfert i | i t y goddIlkayderifebast er o i

symbolically as well as etymologically, fronthe Greek wordii Ast ar t e 0
(hence the fertility symbolsofegga nd r abbits used at fAEs®s
iswhysomeCh i sti ans prefer using AResurrec
the word AEaster. o

Finally, Ashtoreth, Ishtar, Ashtar, and Astarte all represent the pagan
goddess often referred to by the appel
Jeremiah 7:18; 44:1719; and 44:25)The HfAAsheefah~, pol _ -
mentionedearlier in 1 Kings 16:33, was a huge pole or totem, made of

stoneor wood, erected in honor of one of the manifestations of

Ashtoreth (and sometimes Baaland thought to be in the form of a
phallus (or, penis)?®

The king [Josiah] also desecrated the high places that were
east of Jerusalem on the south of the Hill of Corruptior®
the ones Solomon king of Israel had built for Ashtoreth, the
vile goddess of the Sidoniané Josiah smashed the sacred
stones and cut dow the Asherah poles and covered the sites
with human bones [to indicae that these sites wereursed].

2 Kings 23:1314 NIV

% Nicoll, Reverend W. Robertson (editor)T h e E x p 0 s i, Yolumed6s Furik arla Wagnalls,
New York, 1900, pages 304, 389.
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And the children of Israel did evil again in the sight of the
LorD, and served Baalim, and Ashtaroth.
Judges 10:6 KJV

Common Fertility Gods and Goddesses

Molech

Baal 2 Baalim (piuran

(Baal-Zebub ———>» Beelzebub)

Ashtoreth —————> Ashtaroth (pura

Asherah (pole, stone, or totem in the shape of a phallus erected
to honor one of the many manifestations of Ashtoreth)

Ishtar (Babylonian "Queen of Hoaven™)

l

Astarte {Greek, Roman)

!

Easter (scandinavian)

Figure Four

The pagan deitiesvorshipedin Canaanite times were attributed special
powers of fertility. In order to curry their favor and receiveblessings of
abundance upon cropslivestock and offspring, the ways that they were
servedby their acolytes included orgies and partnered sexual activities
as forms of sacrificeand worship to each deity. | know it sounds absurd
from the standpoint of contemporary society, in which very éw people
would confuse sexual activity with worship (with the exceptionperhaps,
of someanimists and Satanists). However, the idea here is that smalled
priests andso-called priestesseswho existed thenwere functionaries of
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cults that worshipedthese fertility gods and goddessesAnd #dAf er ti | ity
c ul t s dyaigemod deseriptor for them. In order to honor these
pagan deitiesworshipers either offered their seed (thatis t hei r Al i f e

through masturbation and sacrifice of their children; or, they
committed sexual acts with the s@alled priests and priestessesvho
worked either in the temples constructed to these false gods or in
guarters adjacent to them. To be sure, there were many different cult
priests and priestesses who functioned @asmple prostitutes throughout
antiquity in lands that bordered the Mediterranean Sea, including
Canaan, the land in which Sodom was located.

Idolatry is what the children of Israel were faced with when they
entered into the Promised Land( it h e | aanadn d&hé of e n
reasons that theL orRD God Almighty had told them to slay everyone
and get rid of all of the people who were occupying the land of Canaan
was to prevent the children of Israel from gradially being influenced by
idolatrous worship practices and, sulsequently, ending up estranged
from the LoRD God Almighty by adopting such profane behaviors.
Hence, theL ORD gave the following directives

You must destroy all the people the.orD your God gives
over to you. Do not look on them with pity and do not serve
their gods, for that will be a snare to you.

Deuteronomy 7:16 NIV

The images of their gods you are to burn in the fire. Do not
covet the silver and gold on them, ando not take it for
yourselves, oryou will be ensnared by it, they arego-ev-ot
N Edrfte | dbfi atbd mi, dabl ed or fAido
Lorp your God. Do not bring ato-ev-ah U | aEé | Ui
Adet est alahiea bchminmaadinonmo@ | @ i nt o
your house or you, like it, will be set apart for destruction.
Utterly abhor and detest it, for it is set apart for
destruction. [brackets and underlining mine]

Deuteronomy 7:2526 NIV

| atr ou
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But if you turn away and ally yourselveswith the survivors
of these [pagan] nations that remain among you and if you
intermarry with them and associate with them, then you
may be sure that theL orD your God will no longer drive
out these nations before you. Instead, they will become
snares andtraps for you, whips on your backs and thorns in
your eyes, until you perish from this good land, which the
LoRrD your God has given you.[brackets mine]

Joshua 23:1213 NIV

Unfortunately, intheend,it he | sr ael i t e€anadnites,ed a mon
Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusitestlhe very pagan

peoples they were commanded to slay]. They took their daughters in

marriage and gave their own daughters to their sons, and servebeir

g o d gbrackets mine] (Judges 3:57 NIV)

Even King Solomon, son of King David, fell to such idolatrous worship:
King Solomon, however, loved many foreign women besides

PharaohG daughterd Moabites, Ammonites, Edomites,
Sidonians, and Hittites. They were from nations about

whichtheLorbhad tol d the | sraelites, fAYo
intermarry with them, because they will surely turn your
hearts after their gods. 0 Neverthe

them in love. He had seven hundred wives of royal birth
and three hundred concubines, and hisvives led him
astray. As Solomon grew old, his wives turned his heart
after other gods, and his heart was not fully devoted to the
L oRrD his Godas the heart of David his father had been. He
followed Ashtoreth, the goddess of the Sidonians, and
Molech, the detestable god of the Ammonites. So Solomon
did evil in the eyes of thd_oRrD; he did not follow the LORD
completely, as David his father had done. On a hill east of
Jerusalem, Solomon built a high place for Chemosh, the
detestable god of Moab, and foMolech, the detestable god
of the Ammonites.

1 Kings 11:1-7 NIV
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Yes, thehearts of thechildren of Israel were constantly turnedin the

direction of idolatrous worship practices. They weraegularly pulled in

the direction of offerings e x u a | A s dectilityi gbds @and goddess o

and other pagan deities. kally, just like those who indulgedthe

idolatrous practicesof the Roman Empirecommonduring the

beginning of New Testamenttimesin God gave them over 1n
desiresoft hei r hearts to sexual i mpurity. o

The Role of Temple Cult Prostitution

This historical background concerning Canaanite pagan deities is of
particular significance relative to the word sodomite In the King James
Version of the Bible,first published in 1611, the wordsodomiteexists in
its singular form only once,and that is in Deuteronomy 23:7; its plural
form, sodomites is found in four additional references, including 1
Kings 14:24, 15:12 and 22:46 as well as 2 Kings 23:7:

There shall be no whore of the daughters of Israel, nor a
sodomiteof the ons of Israel.
Deuteronomy 23:17 KJV

And there were alsosodomitesin the land; and they did
according to all the abominations of the nations wiuh the
L ORD cast out before the children of Israel.

1 Kings 14:24 KJV

And he took away thesodomitesout of the land, and
removed all of the idols that his fathers had made.
1 Kings 15:12 KJV

And the remnant of the sodomites which remained in the
days of his fathe Asa, he took out of the land.
1 Kings 22:46 KJV

And he [King Josiah] brake down the houses of the
sodomites that were by the house of thé. orRD, where the
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women wove hangings for the grove [translated here from
the Hebrewfi A s h e r[ladckets mine]
2 Kings 23:7 KJV

The five times that the singular and plural forms of the wordsodomite
are used areparticularly significant, because most people (even nso
people who are not Christian) view the worddhomosexualand sodomite
as synonymsd which is to say, that they are interchangeable.

In other words, even when most studnts of the Bible read the words

sodomiteand sodomites they automatically assme themeaning of the

wordstobefi h o mo s e x Widloos eaxnuda | s . O But , rel at
etymology,sodomiteand homosexualare not interchangeable. In other

words, relative to the Hebrew derivation from whichthe words

sodomiteand sodomiteshave been translated, asodomite isnot a

homosexual.

If we go back to the original Hebrew, we find that the wordsodomite

has been translated from the Hebrew wordjadesh E E (dabléshcould

alsobe pr onounedeacs hads odakhedvik phere ard three

different characters (or, alphabet letters) found inthis Hebrew word.

In Hebrew, one reads from right to left, so the first character (called

Akof 0) on the right roughly represents
English alphabet,these ond character (called fAdal ¢
Ado sound, and the third character (ca
sound (laedercd o g N wdeyrpheoTbe plbadak!
mascul ine for fngéa dgoeabc E/B]&])lbféd)tsrse

refers to more than

qadesthlalh &t AMgadas e tlfid,rot eufn)jmghere
ndicating the femininethogdr,ur al form (]
Asht arsottch)e pl ur alethfo)r m of HAAshtor

. N
=)
o &

F

0Ot T I
5
D
2
- O
o
o
3
—
D
o

A T h ehalebe soqadeshahU | Hfemnble Aeimple cult

prostitute] of the daughters of Israel, neither shall there be

agadeshE Elale temple cult prostitute] of the sons of

| srael . o0 [brackets mine]
Deuteronomy 23:17
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Now, the word gadeshitself is not an evil wordd just like the Hebrew
wordBaali s not an o betthé wotd gadeshrapresents an
evil thing. Actually, in contexts different from that currently

considered, the wordgadeshs i mpl y means fisacred, nse
Acnosecrated, 06 or Aholy. o However, the

Asodomi t e orticular litdrahyeantextsithat is, the indicated

five verses in whichsodomitdsodomitesis found) refers to a male

consecrated to idolatrous worship through sacrificial postitution. In

Strongbs Exhaustive ,Cowe ofridrach cteh atf ft dhee
ARkawdasheo has a smegamiifnigc af nrtolny fidhiofnfoesree
Basically, what the word -saeredpesson n t hi s
0 thatis, technically, a nmale devotee by prostitution to licentious

i d ol &tirths.case, the male devotee was devoted in idolatrous

worship to one of the Canaanite fertility deitiessuch as Molech, Baal,

or Ashtoreth.

So,the word sodomiteis an unfortunate word choice repesenting

gadeshin the King James Version ofthe Bible for two reasons: 1)

sodomitedoes notrepresenfis omeone from Sodom; 06 and,
sodomiteis erroneously associated with modertlay homosexuals.

Actually, by implication and through extension,t coul d mean MAson
from Sodomo from the standpoint of |
Apriestl yo mal e t,ehoperved paganideiteganmdo st i t ut
who certainly would have been found in the Canaanite cities of Sodom

and Gomorrah. But, that is notwhat the overwhelming majority of

people think when they hear or read the worcsodomite they do not
understand that the original Hebrew t e
prostituteo and not Ahomosexual . o

@)

Most Bible scholars are knowledgeable of whajadeshmeans. Yet,

despite its true meaning, we find that in all five citations in the King

James Version of the Bible,orthe transl
As odo matherdlmmil mal e t empl eocmu !l i mplre st e mult
cul t pr oSome renderirgf.gadeshor gadeshm (the plural

form) in other translations and paraphrases of the Bible are even worse!

? strong, JamesiHebr ew and Chal dee DiS¢trioomaédrsy Exfhatulse i Bieb| e 0
Concordance of theBible. World Bible Publishers, 1973, page 135%The original was published in
1890.]
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In the Modern Language Version of the Bible, we find thagadeshin

~

Deuteronomy 23:17 is translated as #te
certainly more accurate than Asodomit e
the other four verses iIs translated on
unf ortunate, si nc eustiomadumate gnoughs Tabe ut e s 0

sure, there are male prostitutes who exist in every major city in the

United States, but that does not mean that they are idolaters to the

extent that they are involved intemplec ul t pr osti tuti on. T
prostiitsutcdosser to the true meaning th:
not accurately represent the meaning intended in the original Hebrew.

Although one might expect the Hebrew translation of the Bible to be

executed more precisely by the Jewish Publication Sety, the plural

word gadeshimis also translatedin the Hebrew-English Tanakh as

Amal e prostituteso rather than the mor
pr ost i (ThetHebsewTanakh is what Christians call theOld

Testament)

If we considerthe Newl nt er nati onal Version of 't he
prostituteo i s used in place of M@Asodon
verses that use the plural form, Amal e
pl ace of fisodomites. o0 Althoughdthis r e

translation relative to clarity concerning this particular issue (that is

the issue of temple cult prostitution versus homosexuality) happens to

be in the Revised Standard Version of the Bible. In the Revised

Standard Version of the Bible, the majorityof t he r ef er ences i
cult prostitutes. o

Unfortunately, the New King James Version of the Bible does not do a

verygood j ob. |l t transl ates ngadesh/ gad
per son/ per v e rotifaehders are areadysiased (fBat is

believing homosexuals to b@ervertedv er si ons of )Godobés st a
there would be no reason for them to question the accuracy of the New

King James Version relative to thisparticular rendering in the New

King James Version of the Bible

The absolutdy worst rendering is in the Living Bible, which is very
popular. Many of you may know, or recall, that theLiving Bible is not
a word-for-word translation of the Bible but, rather, a paraphrase. It is
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an attempt to make conceptsnore understandable in termsof modern

common language.The writers took a fair measure of liberty from the

original in order to contemporize the language in an attempt to me

easily engage its readersFor example, the phrase in 1 Samuel 25:22

t hat ¢ pissetlsagdinstthewdl 6 i n tlames VErsiom 3
renderwantiét o the bathroomd in the Liv
Abat hroomso as we know them today did
the rendering usedby the paraphrasers, since most peopl¢éoday use the

e X pr e sgoio thalmmthroomo a n dverito the bathroomo to

represent elimination of waste products.

Compare Deuteronomy 23:1718 in the Revised Standard Version with
that in the Living Bible:

There shall be no cult prostitute of the daughters of Israel,
neither shall there be a cult prostitute of the sons of Israel.
You shall not bring the hire of a harlot, or the wages of a
dog, into the house of th&.oRD your God in payment for
any vow; for both of these are an abomination to thé ORD
your God.

Deuteronomy 23:1718 RS

No prostitutes are permitted in Israel, either men or

women; you must not bring the earnings of a prostitute or a

homosexual, for both are detestable to theorD your God.
Deuteronomy 23:1718 LB

The writers of the Living Bible have promoted the error that all male
homosexuals are prostitutes!lt would be just as inaccuratefor us to
concludethat all female heterosexuals are prostitutes, because we saw
one female heterosexual prostitute on the streeHow unfair would that
be?

Now, compare 1 Kings 14:24 in the Revised Standard Version with that
in the Living Bible:

And there were also male cult prostitutes in the land. They
did according to the abominations of the nations which the
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L ORD drove out before the people of Israel.
1 Kings 14:24 RS

There was homosexuality throughout the land, and the
people of Judah became as depraved as the heathen nations
which the Lord drove out to make room for His people.

1 Kings 14:24LB

If you are a typical heterosexual Christiand or homosexual Christian,

for that matter & and, if you are studying the Bible, there would be no

reason for you to scrutinizetheevery sior
translators, writers or paraphrasers getthis particular translation,

wordor parap hr ase right ?0 Or, 1 f you are n
study, and you come across the rendering in the Living Bible that states,
AThere was homosexual ity throughout tF
arenotgoingb p aus e Maykthisisiyaccurdie. Maybethere

really wasrdh o mos e x ual i t ylobesuret theeavetagen d . 0

reader generally gives credence to what he or she is reading, especially
when it is in the Bible! This misunderstanding isespecially reinforced if
you regularly listen to a pastor or televangelist who harps on how
immoral and wrong homosexuality is. All of this just ends up further
supporting the average readefs idea that the Biblemustbe speaking
about thoseperverted pe@le known as homosexuals and that

A ab o mi n atstbe referring to the sexual acts in whictthose
peopleengage.

When many heterosexuals imagine intimate acts between two
homosexuals, they think of the inti mac
Nabheonrcres, 6 or fAabominations, 6 which w
rendered in various Bible translations from#fi t-ex-o t b | @thElirall |

of -dgv-abld | WEE I UNn

Consider 1 Kings 14:24.

And there were also male temple cult prostitutes in the land.
They did acco-evaitiidly DitHeddotaliligs] At o
of the nations which the LorD drove out before the people

of Israel.
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Translating fi t-ex-o t | @aAé Fdldt est abriree naccetss, ,00 ofra b
Aabominationso i s f{j Derbtfnlo Prdgolaliij enougt
Aidolatrous practiceso They are fiidolatrous customso They include

Aidolatrous activiteso and Ai dol atrous things. o0 T
would be more accurately renered as:

And there were also malégemple cult prostitutes in the land.
They did according tothe idolatrous customsof the nations
which the LORD drove out before the people of Israel.

Heterosexual imaginings of intimacies between homosexugdsovide no

clue about the companionship and sharing that might exist between two

people of the same sex in a committed, monogamous relationship. To be

sure, there is a reason why intimate &
supposed to remain private. Perhaps it should be disgusting for any of

us to imagine sexual acts between any other people, because it is

prurient (that is, of unhealthy interest)as well as not our businessin

the final analysis, thinking about sexual intimacies between two people

other than yourself and your committed partner should be just as

disgusting to you as thinking about sex between your parents.

Perhaps the most damning of all idolatrous practices adopted by the
children of Israel relative to male temple cult prostitution is that
indicated in 2 Kings 23:7. Here are five different translations of

2 Kings 23:7:

[King Josiah] tore down the houses of the male prostitutes
[nmal e prostituteso tgadeshsnl ated fr om
4 a [ thelardd of the hous of the LORD, where the
women wove robes for the shame imagd. i Shame i mageo
translated from the Hebrew word Asherah.]

2 Kings 23:7 ML

[King Josiah] also tore down the quarters of the male shrine

prostitutes[ imal e shrine prostituteso tra
Hebrew gadeshimé a B fyhichivéké in the temple of the

L orD and where women did weaving for the Asherah
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[remember, again, an Asherah is a stone, pole or totem
crafted in the shape of a penis or phallus
2 Kings 23:7 NIV

[King Josiah] broke down the houses of the male cult
prostitutes[ imal e cul t prostituteso trans
Hebrew gadeshimé & B fyhichiveké in the house of the
L orD, where the women wove hangings for the Asherah.
2 Kings 23:7 RS

[King Josiah] tore down the ritual booths of the perverted
persons| nper verted personso transl ated
gadeshimé a Hhabwérdih the house of the brD, where
the women wove hangings for the wooden image.
2 Kings 23:7 NKJV

[King Josiah] also tore down the houses of male prostitution
[Amal e prostitutiono twadeshm| ated fro
a a Hhroand thd Temple[meaning, the Jerusalem
Temple], where the women wove robes for the Asherah
idol.
2 Kings 23:7 LB

It is especially clear in the Revised Standard Version that the idol, or
Asherah, was fii ©OrRDO h €t hndhe sepusalern t he L
Temple built by King Solomon for Yahweh). The idolatrous image was

indeed detestable, since it was a polstone, or totemcarved in the shape

of a giant phallus(or, penis). It was usedo honor the goddess

Ashtoreth (thatiswhy itwascd | ed an #h Awahb this iady® )

for which the women wove Ahangingso or
been pulled down to represent the foreskin being pulled back during a

penile erection).

Though you may think it absolutelyunbelievable that theform of the
penis wasworshiped, all you have to do is wander past the display cases
In most museums that house antiquities, and take a look at the artifacts
that have survived from both ancient Greek and Roman
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societies, and from manyearlier cultures and civilizations as well and
you will find that, in a majority of these pagan sorties, the penis was
idolized.

The penis is still idolized andworshipedin many cultures today. As one
example, all you need to do is put in the word8 Kunen Penis Fertility
F e s t into golrdnternet search engine and you wileasilyfind
pictures of peopleworshiping the penis today, even engraving their
prayers on the sides of plastic and ceramic penises.

| was fortunate to have lived in Chicag atthe time that the Pompeii
Exhibit was broughtto thatcitydb s Ar t . IAsldobkedauthhee
artifacts from Pompeii, it was absolutely amazing to me that a major
focus was on external genitals, specifically the phallus. For example, an
ashtray or littl e decorative piece that might have been hanging from
someonés ceiling or wall would have multiple phallic symbols dangling
from it! Truly, it was a decadent, depraved, immoral society that crept
into the consciousness of the children of Israel and encrolaed upon

their worship of the LorD God Almighty, even going so far as to
introduce phallus worship (vis-a-vis the worship of the Asherahpole)
within the Holy T emple of theLorD God Almighty in Jerusalem! Yes,
such a thing is fAdandsfiabbeyj aabtdesqust

In summary, the pagan deities that weravorshiped (including Molech,
Baal, and Ashtoreth) hada significant impact not only on the Canaanite
people but also on the children of Israel. Though reforms were
introduced at various times,they did not seem to do a lot of good
relative to keeping the children of Israel from departing oftenfrom

their worship of Yahweh. However, it should be notedhat after exile
due to their Babylonian captivity, the remnant of Jews who returned to
the Promised Land never again returned to idolatry. The Book of
Maccabees relates how somiewseven preferred martyrdom rather
than eating ceremonially unclean foodthat is, food from animals
sacrificed to idols)

Lest you think that food sacrificed to idok is just an activity from the

ancient past, when | was in Brazil doing my seminar and workshop

entitl ed, AChristianity and Homosexual
many street vendors on street corners as well as throughout the streets,
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who belonged to tle Candombk, selling meat that had been sacrificed to
pagan gods and goddesses This happens today in many regions of the
world.

Going back to the Jews,tiis their renewed commitment to Yahweh and
resolve to eschew idolatryafter their Babylonian captivity that helps us

to understand the psychological profile of 1st century Jews as well as the
historical contexts for the Apostle Pauls horror and anger concerning
sexual idolatry in the worship of fertility gods and goddessesvhich he
witnessed during hisown lifetime and readed to in his various epistles.

ADogso are Male Cult Prostit

In 1990, David H. Stern, who is a Messianic Jewranslated the New

Testament from the original Greek in an attempt to bring out its

Jewishness linguistically, culturally, religiously and theologically. For

the most part, he did an excellent job in producing a work most

valuable for students of the Newl estament who need to better

recognize its Jewish roots. I write,
mistrans | ati on of t heheWwkowingvdiseiogs o fr om

Outside are thedogs those who practice magic arts, the
sexually immoral, the murderers, the idolaters and
everyone wholoves and practices falsehood. [For God,

Apracticing fal sehoodo is not |just
system of worship for anything other than the Lord God
Almighty.]

Revelation 22:15 NIV

The original Greek 8 3(l°Jr’g'kuneS(‘)) I n Revelation 22
Abundsod or fidogs, 06 which word i1s defir
in the verse;however, Stern renders it as follows:

Outside are thehomosexuals those who misuse drugs in
connection with the occult, the sexually immoral,
murderers, idol worshipers, and everyone who loves and
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practices falsehood.
Revelation 22:15 JNT

To be sure, there is a basis the Old Testamentf or connecting nd
to sexual actanvolving male temple cult prostitutes (but not
A h o mo s e asuecdrdedin Deuteronomy, the fifth book of Moses:

There shall be no cult prostitute [gadeshah] of the

daughters of Israel, neither shall thee be a cult prostitute

[gadesh] of the sons of Israel. You shall not bring the hire

of a harl ot [zonah] orotd@keawdiges of
into the house of the IORD your God in payment for any

vow; for both of these [practices] are arabomination =~

[they are fito-ev-oto i1 | Dofffo-evidtp i E Qwhtéh | U i

means fAof an i1 dol at orRoysrGodat ur eo] wun
[brackets and underlining mine]

Deuteronomy 23:1718 RS

Clearly, both of the previously-quoted verses are referring tamale
temple cult prostitution, not homosexuality The interchangeability of

mal e temple cult prostitutes and fAdogs
Greenberg in his bookThe Construction of Homosexiality :

The words zonahand qadeshahwere sometimes used
interchangeably, as in the story ofludah and Tamar
[Genesis 38:15 &24]. The parallel construction in

Deuteronomy [23:1819] identifies gadeshand kelevas a
male counterpart.®

Further, Greenberg states:

A Phoenician inscription on Cyprus dating from the fourth
century B.C., referring to a category of temple personnel
who played a role in the sacred service of Astarte

30 Greenberg, David F.The Construction of Homosexuality University of Chicago Pres, Chicago,
1988, page 965. [brackets mine]
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[Ashtoreth in the Old Testament] identifies thekelev
[ Aigo] as a reli*ious functionary.

Revelation 22:15in toto describes pseudeacred cultic behaviors and
delineates who is excluded from the heavéncity known as New
Jerusalem. That fidogs are excluded from this holy city is not referring
to either canines or homosexuals but to male temple cult prostitutesd
all who prostitute themselves by serving false god§Remember, God
hates idolatry. Idolatry is the practice of falsehood)

l nterestingly, when Jesus spoke of nAdoc
referring to the Gentiles of his day, most ofvhom were idolaters and
pagans. He was not referring to homosexuals.

It i s 1T mportant to note that Sternods I
wordfordogsas fAhomosexual so illustrates the
biases play an important role when even welhtentioned and smart

people translate Scripture from its original languages. It is difficult for

all of wus to er ashatare playingiimodrenindsb | e @At ape
because of what we have been taught to think by hightespected role

models for example parents, teachers, professors, pastors and rabbis

o all people to be respected but who have gotten this issue wrong and

have taught us ncorrectly). Many, most or all of them (depending on

your life experience)have incorrectly taught us that homosexuals are

outside of the Kingdomof God.For gi ve t hem, but donot
any longer!

Additional Biblical References to Sodom

In order to make our study of the biblical use of the wordSodom
complete, let us turn tothe four additional times that the city of Sodom
is referred to in the Old Testament.

In Isaiah 1:10-11, Israelts degenerate condition is figuratively compared
to Sodom and Gomorrah:

31 |bid ., page 965. [first set of brackets mine]
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Hear the word of the LORD, you rulers of Sodom; listen to
the law of our God, you people of Gomorrah!il Teh
multitude of your sacrificesd what are they to me?0
the L ORD. A | have more than enough of
rams andthe fat of fattened animals; | have no pleasure in
the bloodof bullsandlamb s and goats. 0O

Isaiah 1:10-11 NIV

In Isaiah 3:8-9, the sinful conditions of both Judah and Jerusalem are
compared to Sodom. Thd.orD God Almighty compares the sins of
Sodom tothe sins of Jerusalem and Judah:

Jerusalem staggers, Judah is falling; their words and deeds
are against theL orD, defying His glorious presence. The
look on their faces testifies against them; they parade their
sin like Sodom; they do not hidaet. Woe to them! They
have brought disaster upon themselves.

Isaiah 3:8-9 NIV

Jeremiah 23:13-14 specifically refers to how the children of Israel were
lead astray by followers of Baal. Keep in mind as you read the word
adultery in the following passage that it is referring b idolatrous
worship practices and, keep in mind that when you read the wordaal,
it is referring to a fertility god and the idolatrous practices associated
with fertility :

Among the prophets of Samaria | saw this repulsive thing:
They prophesied by Baal and led my people Israel astray.
And among the prophets of Jerusalem | have seen
something horrible: They commit adultery and live a lie.
They strengthen the hands of euviloers, so that no one turns
from his wickedness. They are all like Sodom to me; the
people of Jerusalem are like Gomorrah.

Jeremiah 23:1314 NIV
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In Ezekiel 16:4750, theL orD specifically identifies the sin of Sodom

and her A daeargythdtwerddaughtersrefers to other

adjacent urban areas that originatedfrom the city of Sodom. The

phrase fidetestable thingso in the pass
Ahomosexual actso within your mind unl
recordings from old mentd tapes. In other words, if you go to the Bible

with the preconceived notion that God is referring to homosexuals as

inhabitants of the city of Sodom, then you would naturally interpret the
Nfdetestable thingso to be homosexual s
dete st abl e were the pagan orgiels and ri:
acts that occurred within temples erected to honor Baal, Ashtoreth, and

Molechd which included sexual acts with both male and female temple

prostitutes as well assexwith animals. (Yes,bestiality occurred within

the pagan temples and their related houses of cult prostitution, too.)

You not only walked in their ways and copied their

detestable practice§ A-evat 0 EO lo ¥ UrG @ b1YaG r ous

pr act butieal golur ways you soon became more

depravedt han t hey. AAs surely as | [|iwv

SovereignLorRD, Ayour sister Sodom and her

never did what you and your daughters have done. Now

this was the sin of your sister Sodom:She and fer

daughters were arrogant, overfed and unconcerned; they

did not help the poor and needy. They were haughty and

did detestable thingsbefore Me. [Her e, fidi d det est abl e

thingso _is tr,ansl ated from the Hebr

to-eva h&J | UoE#B dtY @ hey idolptyasl i c e d

Therefore | did away with them as vy
Ezekiel 16:4750 NIV

Naturally, we have a tendency to interpret things from a moderrday

standpoint. That is our referent. Because we do not see such pagan

activities, and because we do not have temples built to Molech, Baal,

and Ashtoreth, or to any of the other deitiesnentioned in the Old and

New Testamentswe distance ourselves from the possibilities of sexual

acts in the context of paganw r s hi p . Most tpveropl e t oda
imagine such practices. Tey do not really have a good sense of what it
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meant, or means, to worship fertility gods and goddesses, or what
Ar el i gi o u soostitpted pagan warship.

As statad previously, God is against idolatry, for, in the eyes of the

L ORD, idolatry is spiritual adultery. Another way to put it is that, if
someone is an idolater, he or she worshiping for God what is not God.
Now, we understand today that idolatry goes webeyond worshiping
graven images, statues, poles, totems and icons. We understand that it
can also be the worshimf possessionsr the practice of materialism and
other such vain philosophies, whichgenerally speaking, are not
identified by particular figurines, statues or pictures.

Yes, God hates idolaty. ldolatry was, is, andalwayswill be
Aabomi nabl eod a[fitev-d H&t.e’§todim,lldolatrous
practices will always befi t-ex-0 t ® « *toHim; -

And God spoke all torewe Godpr ds :
who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery.

You shall have no other gods before me. You shall not

make for yourself an idol in the form of anything in heaven

above or on the earth benath or in the waters below. You

shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I, the

L orRD your God, am a jealous God, punishing the children

for the sin of the fathers to the third and fourth generation

of t hose who hate me. 0
Exodus 20:15 NIV

Idolatry 0 taken together with the detestable things that people did,
and still do in different parts of the world today (that is, integrating
sexual activities into the worship of false gods and goddessés)is what
God hates. Idolaters areidentf i ed i n Exodus 20:5
God.

As one studies the entirety of Scripture, it becomes increasingly obvious
that Bible verses commonly used tcondemnhomosexuals are not
speaking abouthomosexuals but aboutemple cult prostitutes, or what

is known in Hebrew asfi q a d e;e dndl, tine Bible isnot speakingabout
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homosexual it yor, hother votdg) idolattyh ¢ @ d e s hi mo
are not homosexuals but temple cult prostitutesAnd @At oevaho i s r
just somehing disgusting but something disgustingly idolatrous.

If Martin Luther understood that gadeshims houl d be tdieans| at €
Tempelhur er 0 ( thé&mal @ st empl e whoreso), ther
meaning been lost to contemporary society®hy is gadeshm now

translatedasii h o mo s e x u a | s ®hy that B to mahoraosexuall |

brothers and sistersd who have been persecuted by bulliesiespised by

those who fear what is different, condemned by society, rejected by

family members, excommunicated from chtches and even killed by
homophobesbecause of their homosexuality

In the next Chapter, | will spend significantly more time in discussion of
fertiliteaboltanfdfitemple cult prostit.:?é

Interestingly, when we come t@assages in the New Testament in which
Christ Jesus refers to Sodm, we find that he refers to the cityof Sodom
in the context ofhospitality to the gospel (that is receptivity to the good
news of salvaion through Jesus Christ). Thisis especially inteesting,
since we find there was also an issue of hospitality in the original story
of Sodom too. The Messiah told his itinerant disciples that, if the ities
they would visit were irhospitable to the message of salvation, then it
would be more barable for Sodom on luidgmentDay. In other words,
God wrath will visit the cities that have rejected His gospel tan even
greater extent than the wrathHe visited upon Sodom! Christ Jesus
said:

| tell you the truth, it will be more bearable for Sodom and
Gomorrah on the day of judgment than for that town.
Matthew 10:15 NIV

And you, Capernaum, will you be lifted up to the skies? No,
you will go down to the depths. If the miracles that were
performed in you had been performed in Sodom, it would
haveremained to this day. But I tell you that it will be more
bearable for Sodom on the day of judgment than for you.
Matthew 11:23-24 NIV
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As part of the Great Commi ssion, Jesus
Apreach, 0 Aimake diSlbaptieze 0i Mmtieias hname
(Matthew 28:19-20) However, Jesusalso tells us what to do when we

have done our pat and the hearers reject the gospahessage:

And if any place will not welcome you, shake the dust off
your feet when you leave, as a testimony against them.
Mark 6:11 NIV

Those of us who carry a message that God has asked us to deliver

should not take it personally if we are rejected. Ruer, we should
rememberwhatthe LOrDs ai d t o Oeymaverot.rejeéted

thee, but they have rejectedmé&@ (1 Samuel 8:7 KJV)

The Lord Jesus Christ, when referring to Sodom, did so relative to the
hospitality of cities concerning thepreachedGospel, or nA@®Socangel
basically, our Lord was sayingto evangeiststhat if the inhabitants of a

city are inhospitable to the gospel message, then leave the citydat will

be far worse for its inhabitantsthan it was for the inhabitants of Sodom.

In other words, when the two types of inhospitality are compared, it will

be worse to be judged inhospitable to the evangel rather than being

judged inhospitable toan angel

By the way, Jesus nowhere in the Bible addresses tissue of
homosexuality. Notonce He was as silent about homosexuality as he
was about electricity. Indeed, our Lord was, and is, aware of
everything, because He is omniscient. He wasrtainly aware that
electricity (as we know it today)would devebp, but He made no
mention of it. And, without a doubt, He was awarehat there would be
homosexuality, as we know itoday, but He made no direct comment
about it. (We will see in Chapter Threeof this book how he may have
made anindirect comment about homosexuals when he referreat
Aeunuchs. 0)
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nNnSodomi teso i n the New Te

In the King James Version of the Bible, the wordodomiteis not used in
the New Testament. In the New King James Version, however, it is used

to translate the Greek worde 4 b QO 2 WF (&fsenoRbifai) regarding
those who willnot inherit the kingdom of God:

Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the
kingdom of God? Do not be deceived. Neither fornicators,
nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor homosexuals, nor
sodomites, no thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor
revilers, nor extortioners will inherit the kingdom of God.

1 Corinthians 6:9-10 NKJV

Upon first glance, it would appear that there is some redundancy in the
previously-quoted passage (that ighe list that contains both
Ahomosexual s0 and hH &@oadsofthe twe wobds . The t
here aresomewhat puzzling, especially when homosexuals and

sodomites are supposed to bene and the samk Actually, there is no

redundancy in the Greek, just inconsstency and inaccuracy in the

English translations of the two wordsmalakoi (translated in the NKJV

as fihomos e arseadkatad (ransdatedlin the NKJV as
Asodomiteso).

We find that these two important Greek words used in 1 Corinthians

6:9 are often inaccurately rendered by Bible translators, who really do
not know exactly what to do with them. This inability to accurately
translate them is underscored by the variety of ways in which each word
has been rendered (or avoided) in various versiorand paraphrases of
the Bible:

Malakoi

For example, in the New International Verson of the Bible, the Greek

words YUY F(lh@!l akoi) is interpreted as fim
Modern Language Version, bothmalakoi and arsenokoitai are rendered
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togetheras fApartakers in homosexuality. o
translatesmalakoias N sexual perverts, 0 and t he
might guess, combines botimalakoi and arsenokoitai in the appellation
Ahomosexual s. 0O

In the King James Version of the Biblemalakoi is translated as

Aef feminate. 0 As we rel ate vegffeminat
easy for many people (especially those who think that the average

profile for homosexual males includes seaalled feminine mannerisms)

to assume that the word $ referring to gay males. To be sure, this is

stereotypic and not representative of all male homosexuals (and

certainly not the majority of male homosexuals with whom | have been

acquainted over the years).

Please do not misinterpret here that | thinksomething is wrong with a
male beng nurturing and/or even flamboyant. Please do not
misinterpret here that | think something is wrong with a male beng
effusive and/or passionate in displaying emotion. It is perfectly alright
for each one of us to exhith the personalities that God has given to us
and that have been shaped by nurture as well as nature.

Since the wordmalakoi 8 as we relate it to various modern English

word forms & has a portion in common with the root of the English

word malleable which r ef ers to something fAsofto
translators would prefer to render the word malakcias fAs ®of t ones
(which, in fact, is its true and literal meaning in classical GreeR.

However, because the literal meaning ahalakoi does not fit exactly

within the literary context of 1 Corinthians 6:9, it most likely had

another connotation in the colloquial speech of St. Paid day. This is

especially likely, since tle Apostle Paul wrote his epistlegn Koine (or,

common) Greek(that is, street vernacular)rather than classical Greek.

There are those who would argue thamalakoi, by extension, might be
referring to Al azy people, 0 Adndol ent
which message would not be so far afield from this stateant by Christ

Jesus:

| tell you the truth, it is hard for a rich man to enter the
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kingdom of heaven. Again | tell you, it is easier for a camel
to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to
enter the kingdom of God.

Matthew 19:23-24 NIV

However, Amal akoi 0 r ef emlrCormthians o t he paea
6:9 is really quite a stretch Since the word is sandwiched between

sexud sins in 1 Corinthians 6:9,malakoi is probably referring to moral

weakness or a particular type of immorality.

In The Zondervan Parallel New Testament in Greek and Englisithe

word malakcihas been transl ated *aWhodievol upt uc«
voluptuous person® Voluptuous personsaretb s e who have a #dc
hi t h e roowhicloiote say, those who are trying to sell theisexual

A wa r e &vorsio the most provocative of ways Consequently, some

scholars might prefer to translatemalakoia s i ashlfileraselves as

wo me n o (perdorstdeceptvely presenting themselves as women

although they are notwomen), which, in a way, would be most

revealing. To be sure, such a perspective is in agreent with that of

Robin Scroggs®® who argues that, by the time of the Apostl®aul, the

word malakoi had assumed a pejorative slang meaning in reference to

young call boys or youths who actively sought sexual encounters with

men for money, something considereduite distasteful inthe majority

of both Greek and Roman societiesRobin Scroggs interpretation is in

agreement with theCatholic Study Bible, which explainsmalakoi as

catamite b o*ywhpdresssdir feminineastire o attract

their male customers.

Personally, | think that the most substantive clue for the meamig of

malakoican be found in Saint Jeromeds Lat
Bible, which was published in405 AD. In order to translate the Hebrew

Old Testament and Greek New Testament into Latin, Saint Jerome (c.

345- 420 AD) had to be a scholar of HebrewGreek and Latin. What

he tried to do was translate the Old Testament Hebrew and the New

Testament Greek into an overall Latin version that could be used within

%2 The Zondervan Parallel New Testament in Greek and Englisizondervan Bible Publishers,
Grand Rapids, 1975, page 495.
33 Scroggs, RobinThe New Testament andHomosexuality. Augsburg Fortress Publications, 1994.
3 The Catholic Study Bible(Second Edition). Oxford University Press, New York, 2006, page 1523.
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the developing Roman Catholic Church. Interestingly, Saint Jerome

chose to translategadeshim in the Old Testament using the Latin word

effeminati. Saint Jerome understood thathe effeminati (which is the

plural form of the word effiminatus) were not people who were just

Aef feminat esi(shiafti edo or fAmol |l i fiedo)
female clothing in order to serve as male transvestite temple cult

prostitutes & who were an integral part oftemple cult prostitution in

many Canaanite religions as well as many Greek and Roman religie

(some of the latter having been deried from the former). In place of

the Greek word malakoi, Saint Jerome used d&.atin synonym of

effeminati (singular effeminatus) 8 which is to say,molles(singular

mollis) . Thus, l i ke t he (meatiMm@ami nati , 0 th
A ma | a k&reek) afe also transvestite male temple cult prostitutes.

(This also helps to expl ai nodebfe King J
Aef f emi nat €be sure,mdlakdl dhd mollesare based on the

same base worgdthe sameroot word, or the same origin.

Interestingly, the scholars who translated the 1611 version of the King

James New Testamentften adopted the same Latirbased terminology

found in the 1582 Catholic New Testament translation known to Roman

Catholics as tre DouayRheims Bible Although the King James

scholars were expressly forbidden from drawing from the Douay

Rheims Bible, it is clear that they did so in preference over slightly less

erudite Bible translations such as the Tyndale Bible, the Coverdale

Bible or the Geneva Bible. The Douayrheims Bible is a direct

transl ation of St. Jeromeds Latin Vulgg
was completed by St. Jerome in 405 AD.

Transl ati ons 1dCorinthiama | ak oi 0

Tyndale Coverdale Luther Geneva
(1524 AD) (1535AD) (1545 AD) (1560 AD)
6:9 6:9 6:9 6:9
fiweaklinges fiweaklinges fdie Awantonso
Weichlingeo
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Transl ations of fAmal akoi 0O
Latin Vulgate Douay-Rheims King James
(405 AD) (1582 AD) (1611 AD)
6:10 6:10 6:9
molles effeminate effeminate
(Aef feminal(ineffeminal(iAisodomite
translation of translation of translation of
gadeshimin 1 King gadeshimin 1 Kings gadeshimin 1 Kings
14:24) 14:24) 14:24)
Il n summary, the Ki ngf Jtahme swored sfi eofnféesmit

not from the Germanic-based words used in the Tyndle Bible
(published in 1524 AD) or the Coverdale Biblegublished in 1535 AD)
Both of these translatemalakoi into the Germanic-based Early Modern

English word fiweakl|linges. 0 AWeakl!| i nge
Lut her 6 s Ger mamalakoraasn siiaait@ loini mge o (t hat
t he Aweaklcianlglseod ofirsissosi es 0) . |l nstead

Version takes the Ldin-based wordeffeminate from the Douay-Rheims
Bible, published in 1582 AD. The DouayRheims scholars used the
Latin word effeminate, which is derived from the Latin word effeminati,
a synonym for the Latin word mollesthat St. Jerome used. St. Jerome
used the Latin word effeminati to translate the Hebrewgadeshim or
male temple cult prostitutes, into Latin.

All things taken together,the most accurate rendering oimalakoi is
Amal e transvestite temple cult prostit

David Greenberg states:
Mor e plausibly, the term in this context fneaning, inl

Corinthians 6:9] referred to € cult prostitutes. Corinth
and Ephesus, where Timothy was stationed, were
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strongholds of the Mother Goddess and had long
established religious prostitution®

Many fertility Mother -Goddess cults existed in ancient Greek and
Roman societies. Those attended by transvestite and/or castrated male
priests who engaged in samseex ritualistic practices included cults
devoted to Cybele, Aphrodite, Heate, Artemis, Magna Matr, Ma,

Anaitis, and Astarte® ( Agai n, fAAstarted is essent.i
known as iDAAdABhomaet b and OfdTestarheatr 0 dur i r
times. ) | ndeed, t hes aerpcoemmoreduringtde As hr i nel

Apost !l e Paun Thelifd of Gomstantimeehe Church
historian Eusebius Pamphii, who lived, roughly, betweer260and 360
AD, and who was theBishop of Caesarea, indicates that the effeminate
priests [that is, the fieffeminatio] of the goddess Cybele still engaged in
temple cult prostitution in his own time.

Arsenokoitai

Though malakoi is only used once in the New Testamerdysenokoitaiis

used twice. In addition to its use in 1 Corinthians 6:9, it is also used in

1Timothy 1: 10, where it, too, is transl a
King James Version of the Bible:

é tlave[me a ni n deviticali e wis hot made for a
righteous person, but for the lawless and insubordinate, for
the ungodly and for sinners, for the unholy and profane, for
murderers of fathers and murderers of mothers, for
manslayers, for fornicators, for sodomites, for kidnappers,
for liars, for perjurers, and if there is any other thing that is
contrary to sound doctrine. [brackets mine]

1 Timothy 1:9-10 NKJV

35 Greenberg,Op cit., page 213. [brackets mine]
36 Greenberg,Op cit., page 98.
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Becausearsenokoitaiis not a classical Greek word, it has no clearly
translatable modern-day meaning. Hther the Apostle Paul coined the
word himself or it had already been coined by the society of his day.
Simply stated, there is no extant lierature that contains this word
before the Ap°%stle Paul 6s use

Koine Greek was the language of the streets, @onventional
vernacular, that the Apostle Paul used to write andlictate his now
famous letters to the Christian peoples of his dayRather than the
language of the more literate elements of ancient societpine Greek is
the language that the Apostle Paul used to try to reach the common
person. Unfortunately, little has survived that provides a clear
understanding of the wordarsenokoitai as it was used thenIndeed, the
exact meaning of this word is unknown tday. This helps to account for
the wide range of interpretations provided by various Bible scholars.

Arsenokoitai can be divided into two portions: the base wordoitai,

referring to active sexual partners who provide sexual service, and the

prefix arsemo-, whi ch simply means Arsead e. 0 I
prefix is used here in a quéfying or objective sense (which is to say

that those who were providing the sexual service were themselves male

or that they were servicing males). This uncertaint is especially

germane, since in ancient societies that predate Greece and Rome, there

existed male temple cult prostitutes who sexually serviced both male

and female templeworshipers that participated in pagan rituals. And,
coincidentally, they servicel both male and female worshipers anally.

Relative to the wordarsenokoitai, John Boswell states:

In no [Greek] words coined and generally written with the
form n-arsenobohe prefix dd&emonstrably
[brackets mine]

AAr senokoi t aimalésekxual agents, i eaatines
male prostitutes, who were common throughout the
Hellenistic world in the time of Paul. That such a
designation existed in the Latin of the time is well known:

37 Boswell, John.Christianity, Social Tolerance, and Homosexuality The University of Chicago
Press, Chicago, 1980, page 345.
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[these were] male prostitutes capable of the active role with
either men or women. [brackets mine]

AAr senokoitai 06 was the torRaglt expl i ci
for a male prostitute.>®

Some have argued that the Apostle Paul or the Hellenistic Jewish
society of his day coinedrsenokoitai from the Septuagint Greek
translation of Leviticus 18:22 and 20:13, where the uncompounded

Greekphrasea r s /B & 0 | taBenosé koitun is used to

transl ate the original Hebrew of Al yir
show Pauts intended meaningsince @s | will demonstrate in Chapter

Three) the historical and literary contexts for Leviticus 18:22 and 20:13

are idolatrous and prostitutional in nature by crossreferencing

Leviticus 18:22 with 1 Kings 14:24

For arsenokoitai, St . J e masocumrum corcdbitoies 0

AConcubitoro denotes an active sexual
denotes its female passive counterpart
Aconcubine, 0 the i mplication is a sexu

and paid for, either on a onetime basis or for an extendegeriod of

time. Thus, St.Jeromé& Latin rendering could be
prostitutor of maenrkeeping withthe typesofmaleer t ai n |
male sex with which the Apostle Paul was familiar.

To be sue, the Apostle Paul was not exposed to homosexuals who
pursued committed monogamous relationships. And, éwas not
writing about Christian homosexuals. He simply did not know any.
The Apostle Paul did not write about what he did not know.

In the final analysis, thearsenokoitai are most probably male temple
cult prostitutes who sexually servicedoth male and femaletemple-
worshipers that participated in pagan fertility rituals. (Again, both
male and femaleworshipers were serviced anally.)

3 Boswell, Op cit., page 344.
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The types of malemale sexual relationships that were common in
ancient Greece and Romare summarized inFigure Five:

Types of MaleMale Sex Common
in the Apostle Pauts Day

1. Sexual relationships between elite and powerful
citizens and statutory minors those who did not
have full legal rights, including slaves and youth).

2. Ambisexual encounters, where participants were
ambivalent or indifferent to the gender of their
individual sex partners (for example in orgiastic
sex).

3. Male prostitution in male brothels (especially in
seaport cities like Rome and Corinth.

4. Male temple cult prostitution in pagantemples or
in quarters adjacent to them.

Figure Five

There were four typesof male-male sexual relatiors that were comma

in ancient Greece and Roméo which the Apostle Paul was exposed

during his own lifetime. Here, again, it is important for me to remind
youthatthereisa di sti ncti o elxetbwehear i fogadsme and
Ahomosex ual Rgmanticdnvdlveneestbetweenpeople of a

homosexual orientation are different from samesexsexualactivities

that may occur between people of unresolved sexual orientation. | say

Aunr esol vedo theiointerhabcondia ar the undedainty of

how theyview themselves butrather, to describe that it isindeter-
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minate whether thesamesexbehaviorsin the Bible 8 often used to
condemn homosexualsoday & are really between obligate
homosexuals (that ispeople who have no choice in their attractionor
betweenheterosexuas simply involved in ambisexual activity.

The word ambisexualr e f er s t o indiffeferc®tmthd gende

identity or genital identity of a sexual partner.o For example, Ju
Caesar was described by the Roman hi st
husbando as well as fAevery mands wife.

indifferent concerning with whom he had sex. That Julius Caesar had
sex with everyone and anyone best represents the ambisexual mindset
common duringt he Apost | eerRialy thepduralsexygroup
sex, or orgiastic sex that took place in Roman bath houses, at lavish
Roman feasts and festivals, and in pagan Roman temples involved
ambisexual sex. Anbisexuality represents the first typeof sexual
relations that the Apostle Paul wa acquainted in which males had sex
with other males.

The Apostle Paul did not know any monogamous homosexual partners.
The Apostle Paul did not know any Christian homosexuals. The Apostle
Paul did not write about what he did not know.

The secondtype of malemale sexual relatiors with which the Apostle

Paul was acquainted occurredetween elite and powerful Roman

citizens and statutory minors.1 n t h i s tatut@yargnerso fivse r e
those who did not possesull legal rights as Roman citizensincluding
slaves and youth.

The Roman society of t he -Dagedsoctielye Paul G
For example, the city of Corinth had 400,000 inhabitants, 150,000 of

whom were freeborn citizens and 250,000 of whom were slaves. Some

of the slaves hal by the Roman citizens were sexual slaves. Sexual

slaves included both young females as well as young males. The Latin

word concubini (which is the plural form of concubinug, which wasin

use during the Apd etrslaee bd®saadgtinggss t i me ,
bedroom partners. o

% From The Arapanacana Press In 2010: http://www.arapacana.com/glossary/co.html
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Youth involved in male-male sexual relations also included the

transvestite call boys or catamites that were referred to by the Greek

word malakoiin 1 Corinthians 6:9, also known in Latin aseffeminati or

mollesand referred to as such by St. Jerome in his Latin translation of

the Holy Bible. The Catholic Study Bible clearly and accurately

translates the Greek wordmalakoii n 1 Cor i nt hi ans 6: 9 as
and uses these transyvestohdpexpicrt ami t es
only the malemale sex reference in 1 Corinthians 6:9 but also in

Romans,Chapter One, as well*°

The Apostle Paul did not know any monogamous homosexual partners.
The Apostle Paul did not know any Christian homosexuals. The Apostle
Paul did not write about what he did not know.

The third type of male-male sexual rdéations with which the Apostle
Paul was acquainted occurred between male prostitutes and the
procurers of their sexual servicesespecially in seaport cities like
Corinth and Rome. Male prostitution was so common in the city of
Corinth and the city of Rome that male prostitutes were taxed. In fact,
April 24" was the legal holiday for male prostitutes in ancient Rome.

The Greek word arsenokoitaj used by the Apostle Pal in 1 Corinthians

6:9, is a coined Greek word that St. Jerome transited into Latin as
Amascukomembi tores, 0 whiftthhd ipuwrrcal d sye d
mal e sex s |*aAltsgh thefLatimeond. concubitori may b e
used to denote a male lovertmor e of t e n canfoslannot it i
exoletus or an active male prostitute whosexually services both females

and males anally ‘6 Thus, St. Paul was not referring to homosexuals

joined in holy union but people who were involved in prostitutional

sexual adivity or slave-basedsexual activity. The Cathdic Study Bible

gets it partly right by referring to the arsenokoitaiin its footnote to 1

Corinthians 6:9 as the procurers of the sexual services of the

transvestite call boys or catamites, denoted by ther€ek word malakoi.

| wrote, Apartl y r i @eengkdtaiwee naeypoditutesh e

who serviced both men and womeanally.

0" The Catholic Study Bible(Second Edition). Oxford University Press, New York, 2006, page 1523.

*1 The Greek word arsenokoitaialso used by the Apostle Paul in 1 Timothy:10 is translated by St.
Jerome into Latin as fAmascul orum concubitoribus. o
Afconcubitores. 0

42 From The Arapanacana Press In 2010: http://www.arapacana.com/glossary/co.html
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The Apostle Paul did not know any monogamous homosexual partners.
The Apostle Paul did not know any Christidmomosexuals. The Apostle
Paul did not write about what he did not know.

The fourth type of malemale sexual relatiors with which the Apostle

Paul was acquainted occurred betweehoth transvestite and non
transvestite male temple culfprostitutes who dedicated malemale anal
intercourse (and male-female anal intercoursé to fertility gods and
goddesses. For example, fertility mother goddess cults were attended by
castrated and/or transvestite priests who engaged in sarsex practices.
These secalled priests could be found in temples, and quarters adjacent
to them, and were consecrated to serve various fertility goddesses.

The Apostle Paul did not know any monogamous homosexual partners.
The Apostle Paul did not know any Christian homosexuals. Thesite
Paul did not write about what he did not know.

There were other Greek words that the Apostle Paul could have used,
whose meanings today would be much clearer thahe two Greek
words used in 1 Corinthians 6:9,malakoi and arsenokoitai. For
example the word pair philerastesand pederastesand the word pair
philetor and eromenosconstitute two word pair s that indicated males
who were involvel in samesex activities, some of which were
transgenerational and some of which were not. Here,

At r an stgienmeéetsdor example,to the sexualrelationship
between an older soldielor mentor and a younger male in his midteens
to early twenties. Theirtemporary sexual pairing was really quite
common insome segments dfoth ancient Greek and Roman sociges.

I n ancient Greece, there was even
Regardlessthe Greek wordsmalakoi and arsenokoitai, used in 1

a

Corinthians 6:9,d o0 not me adayGhmsitadle o mos e xual s.

Modern-day Christian homosexual societydid not exist at the time that
Paul lived.

Paradoxically, committed monogamous relationships between members
of the same sex, who were of the same social standing and age, were
derided in both ancient Greek and Ronan societies.Such relationships
were avoided because they suggested wiaaess in those who might be
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so paired Although you may have heard or read that the Greek and
Roman empires fell because of homosexuality, thatmply is not true.
Those empires may have fallen because of pagan idolatry and their
pleasuredriven societies but not because of homosexuality. Lifelong
unions between samaex couples were virtually nonexistent during
ancient Greece and ancient RomeCommitted monogamous
relationships between people of the same sex were rare and considered
distasteful.

With the exception of committedmonogamous unionsthe panoply of
samesex relationshipsin ancient Greek and Roman societies paralleled
the panoply of oppositesex relationships that existed then, just as they
are paralleledtoday. Simply stated, whatever exists in the homosexual
world also eists in the heterosexual world and vice versa.

The Apostle Paul did not know any monogamous homosexual partners.
The Apostle Paul did not know any Christian homosexuals. The Apostle
Paul did not write about what he did not know.

Translating various Hebrew and Greek words in the Holy Bible as

homosexuwal is not accurate. Such translatios remind me of this

statementby the renowned theologian, John Calviniil consider

looseness with words nolessofadefde t han | ooseness of

What three words best describause of Bible passages again€tristian
homosexuals?Mistranslation, misinterpretation and misapplication!

Is temple cult prostitution iabominabled and i d ¢otthelsorRm bl e 0
God Almighty? Of course itis! To be sure, in some ways, it is even

worse than simple prostitution, since it was not dongust for money or

to satisfy anunhealthy sexual addiction but wasan attempt to

A wo r spagap deitiesas part of Satarés overall attempt to rob the

Creator of His glory, honor and praise

Chapter One of the Apostle Pauls Epistle to the Romans helps make
this recurring magnetic pull toward pagan cultism crystal clear, since it
speaks of the tendency ofvorshipers to turn from God toward idolatry.
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Paulés Letter to the Romans

Let us now consider Romans 1:1-84, paying particular attention to the
words and phrases that | haveunderlined for emphasis:

{18} The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven

against all the gpdlessnessand wickedness of [peoplejvho

suppress the truth by their wickedness, {19} since what may

be known about God is plain to them, because God has

made it plain to them. {20} For since the creation of the

worl d Godoés i Mvhiseterfmlpewergadal i t i es
divine nature 8 have been clearly seen, being understood

from what has been made, so thgpeople] are without

excuse. {21} For although they knew God, they neither

glorified him as God nor gave thanks to him, but their

thinking became futile and their foolish hearts were

darkened. {22} Although they claimed to be wise, they

became fools {23and exchanged the glory of the immortal

God for images made to look like mortal man and birds and
animals_and reptiles. [The Greek wordtetrapodon,

translated asii a ni ma | s have bseh wandléetl as
Amammal s8. ot her words, vadse 23 shou
exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images made

to look like mortal man and birds and mammals _and

reptiles. Jo[brackets mine]

Romans 1:1823 NIV

It should be clear to anyone who has ears to hear or eyes to see that

those who changed the glory of this incorruptible and invisible God into

images made to look like corruptible and visible beingd including

human beings, birds, mammals, andeptiles 8 were pagan idolaters.

Al t hough somewhat redundant, I am usir
together to give added emphasis as to who were actually involved in the

acts described in the verses of Romans, Chapter One, that follow.

So, wher ever t he words nt
e

0
to replace them with th S

o0 3N
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Apagan and idolatrouso to constantly r
Apostle Paul was writing.

Romans, Chapter One continues

{24} Therefore God gave them [meaningthe pagan

idolaters] over in the sinful desires of their hearts [their
pagan and idolatroushearts] to sexual impurity for the
degrading of their bodies fheir pagan and idolatrous

bodies] with one another. {25} Ty [the pagan idolaterg
exchanged the truth of God for a lie, andvorshiped and
served created things [that is, idols made to look like human
beings and animals] rather than the Creatord who is
forever praised. Amen. {26} Because of this, God gave them
[the pagan idolaterd over to shameful lusts [or, unbridled
desires]. Even their women [meaning, theipagan and
idolatrous women] exchanged natural [or,conventional
relations for unnatural [or, unconventional ones.

Although many people liketoquottRo mans 1: 26 as i f i1t r
with women, o that is NOT how it reads
Greek does not indicate that women were having sex with other women,

but that they were being serviced anally rather than vaginally.

And, although the Greek words of Romans 1:26 para physin~ U }
G UO(hysintG Ofeom physisi O)agde transl ated as fiag

natureo in the King James Version, or
Inter national Version, para physincan also be translated as
Aunconventional , 0 physikuni galss @odse Gr eek v

physikos(i g 0 s)sanlfe transl ated as fAconvention
For example, when the Apostle Paul was
in 1 Corinthians 11:14, he was not refeing to nature or biology but to

the traditions or conventions of the day:

In the King James Version of the Bible, 1 Corinthians 11:14 reads:
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Does not even naturetself teach you, that, if a man have

long hair, itis a shame unto him?[ The wor d fAnature, O

here, has been imprecisely translated from the Greek word
physisii  (]s d

The Apostle Paul certainly did not intend for the Greek wordphysis

G Utsa be transl ated as l1fi:Masinaenaguce i n

itself does showvthat hair length grows continuously! Indeed, nature, or
biology, shows that both men and women grow long hair if it is not cut.

In writing about hair length, the Apostle Paul was commenting about
what i s conventional and n agreemehta t
with nature. o Similarly, i n the
words fagainst natureodo have been
Greek words para physin~ U | (i Althoagh the Greek wordpara
“Ujcan be transl! at edsobetrarslategdas nst , 0
besideo or fAal ong s i doeratrodpersdhatar€ o
ent out i n war are not sent to f
hey are sent to fight Mndbesi de, O
u nncvoe n t iisompartand here, because idoes not conjure up the

SO Sttt o

becomes more of the reportor, retelling) that the Apostle Paul
intended.

The fact that Romans 1:26 is not about sex between women, coupled
with the complete absence of a reference to women in Leviticus 18:22 in
the Old Testament, should be clear, compelling, and convincing to you
that the Holy Bible does not address female sarrsexbehaviors.

€ Nev er ! oncé Nmaittthe Holy Bible never addresses lesbianism
should be problematic for those who believe that the Holy Bible gives a
blanket condemnation against all homosexuals. If you must believe tha
homosexuals are condemned by the Bible, then you can only believe that
male homosexuals are condemned. And, if you can only believe that
male homosexuals are condemnethen it should begin to tear away at
your misconceptions of what the Bibe does sayand does not say, about
homosexuals, homosexuality and the homosexual orientation.
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Romans, Chapter One continuesé

{27} In the same way thepagan and idolatrousmen also
abandonedconventional [translated from the Greek word

physikun (i g 0 s]®elations with women and wereinflamed

with lust for one another. The pagan and idolatrousmen

committed indecent acts with othempagan and idolatrous

men, and received in themselves the due penalty for their

perversion| iperversion, 0 heren referring
and promiscuous sex]

That pagan and idolatrous men abandoned vaginal intercourse for anal

intercourse with both women and men in idolatrous settings was,

i ndeed, fiindecento and fireprobate. 0 £
pagan and idolatrous merr ecei ved i n themselves #fth
diseases and disorders that were common then, just as they are common

today.

Romans, Chapter One continues in verses ZR:

{28} Furthermore, since they fhe pagan idolaterd did not

think it worthwhile to retain the knowledge ofGod, God

gave them fhe pagan idolaterg over to a depravedmind

[ Aidepravedo is used in the New Inte
Ar epr ob atietbe KingJames ¥edsion] to do what

ought not to be done. {29} Theythe pagan idolaterg

becamefilled with every kind of wickedness, evil, greed and

depravity. They [the pagan idolaterd are full of envy,

murder, strife, deceit and malice. They[the pagan idolaterd

are gossips, {30} slanderers, Gotaters, insolent, arrogant

and boastful; they [the pagan idolaterq invent ways of

doing evil; they disobey their parents; {31} theythe pagan

Idolaters] are senseless, faithless, heartless, ruthless. {32}

Although they [the pagan idolaterd k now Godo6s ri ght eous
decree that those who do such things deserve death, they

[the pagan idolaterd not only continue to do these very

things but also approve of those who practice them.

[brackets mine]
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That it says in verse 32f Romans, Ghapter One, N kneveGo d 0 s

righteous decree, 0 and fAthat those whc

means that these people were not just simply barbarians byeople who
understood the Law of God in Torah relative to it being against idolatry
and religious practices associated with idolatry, and that idolatrous
practices were worthy ofthe death penalty.

It should be clear from theancient historical context that the people in
question here are those who turad from worshiping the one true and
only real God, whom they had alreadyknown. As verses 21 and 28 state
ARal t hough t eethey didmet thinkG eavorthwhile to retain
the knowl e dg ehese ame Gewple.tusned taward, or returned
to, worshiping pagan idols. As stated in verse 28&ey worshiped

Ai mages made t o | o obkdséand&nemalsremd t a |

ma n a

reptiles.0 That these idolatrous peopleweréid e pr avedo (as it ¢

the NIV),ori r e p r o(&sa staes in the KJV),means that they had
failed the test of remaining true to God. And it was not that they had

been wor shi pi ng n&ondo wonn | Go dejesdpdsthbieo nii U

Paul had spoken of in his address to the people of Athersn(d recorded
in Acts 17:23. No, in Chapter One of his Bistle to the Romans, the
Apostle Paul desciibes people who had knowrGGod but refused to live

t heir |l ives i n consecration to Hi m; a s

children and not true heirso ag(indicated inHebrews 12:8). They were
reprobate, because they had failed to pass the tesftfaithfulness to God.
These people fell to the societal ills of their day as well as their own
unbridled lust and practiced sexual activities that were common at that
time.

What does the historical context of the Apostle Paul writing require us
to understand?

1. The historical context of the
understand that the Apostle Paul was familiar with sex for the
pur pose of Aworshipingo fertil
called worship included pseudesacred ritualistic secual offerings of
anal intercourse with both male and female temple cult prostitutes.

2. The historical context of the
understand that the Apostle Paul was familiar with group sex in
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which individuals had sex with multiple partners multiple times
(for exampl e, i n fA-typedeastsard feativalsBa c ¢ h an
as well as in bath houses and during idol worship).

3. The historical context of the Apost|
understand that the Apostle Paul wasdmiliar with sex for the sake
of sex in unbridled inflamed Al ust,K O

pPromiscuous sex.

The Apostle Paul did not know any monogamous homosexual partners.
The Apostle Paul did not know any Christian homosexuals. The Apostle
Paul did notwrite about what he did not know.

In verses 22 through 260f Romans, Chapter Oneare found at least

three pairs of parallel constructions all referring to people who

exchanged one thing folanother: 1) verse 24 describes people who

exchanged the tpry of God for graven images;2) verse 25 describes

people who exchangd the truth of God for a lie; and, 3) verse26

descri bes peoplceo nwheon teixocnhaal nog esde xiu a | re
Aunconvenbhnesal All three veidobes are ¢
worshiping people. In other words, the Apostle Paul is not speaking of
homaosexuals seekingo live their lives in consecrated mongamous

relationships. Rather, the Apostle Pauis describing people who were

involved in sexual activity within the contextof pagan idolatry.

Regarding verses 24, 26, and 20f Romans, Chapter Onethe Life

Application Bible Commentary: Romans which is a theologically

conservative work,and accepted by manymainstream Christian

educators,helps educate us relative to the caext of the sexual impurity

addressed:

Here [in verse 24] Paul introduces the subject cdexual
impurity. He returns to it in verses 26 and 27. The context
indicates that he is referring in part to cultic prostitution
and the fertility cults that made use of tenple prostitutes in
t hei r Paulf wittng feom Corinth, the home of the
temple of Aphrodite, was surrounded by evidences of the
horrible evil of such belief(see also 1 Corinthians 6:94.0; 2
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Corinthians 12:21)*

So, t hef tiAhtehne,yo, a of Romarts,IChapter ®ne, verses8

through 34, all refer to paganidolaters 8 specifically, those who

reverted back to idolatry after having known the one true and only real

God. Again, what kind of idolaters, and what kind of idolatry existed

during Paul 6s ti me? edduhngCanaanitetimes nd t ha
and throughout the entirety of Old Testament history, wherthe

worship of fertility gods and goddesses was the order of the day.

In his book, History of Orgies, author Burgo Partridge details the sade
masochistic orgiastic debaucheries that occurred throughout the Roman
empire, where participantsreveled in animal instincts in frenziedgroup
sexual activities:

The worship of Cybele, besides involving selfastration in a
stateof frenzy, and dedication of the severed organs to the
goddess, had also, as an important part of the ritual, a
baptism by blood which came, appropriately enough, from
a bull or ram. Banquets were given in honour of this
goddess at private houses, but thectual consummation of
her worship appears to have been performed by the priests
alone. According to Apuleius, the priests of Cybele also
indulged in [idolatrous samesex] practices with strong
young peasants’

Partridge then gives example after examie of this utterly contemptible

society in whichsamesex and oppositesextemple cult and brothel

prostitution abounded and where luge phallic symbols were worsiped

on almost every street corner by emperor and subject alikelndeed,

peoplewerefii nf |l amedo in depraved | ust for

I now want to spend some time commenting about what is biologically
natural as well as what in fact, does occur in nature.

3 Barton, Bruce B., David R. Veerman and Neil WilsonLife Application Bible Commentary:
Romans Tyndale House Publishers, Inc., Wheaton, 1992, page 32.
** Partridge, Burgo. A History of Orgies. Bonanza Books, New York, 1960, page 5%rackets mine]
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Wh at I s ANatur alkd27? n Ro man :

If you still believe that Scripture is unequivocally against modernday

Christian homosexualsthen you need to understand the mindf God

relative to this issue. To this end, you need to understand thatue

science does not contradt the Holy Bible nor does the Holy Bible

contradict true sciene. True science shows that there are exceptions to
thesccal | ed absolute scripturefadedto ul e of
Genesis 1:27) in the form of intersexualas well as in samesex pair

bonding throughout much of the animal kingdom. Ad, the Holy Bible

shows that there are exceptions to the smalled fabsoluted scriptural

rul e of fimale and f e maloéwhom, Ghrist he f or m

Jesussal, fAsome [ ar e]MatthewlA:12 hat wayo (
Il n an article, entitl edkedtB®eaxualn Di f f er e
Partner Preference, 0 published in Nove

and Science University states:

Research conducted at Oregon Health & Science University
(OHSU) has demonstrated structural brain differences
associated with naturally occuring variations in sexual
partner preferences. These are the first findings to
demonstrate such a cgelation in research animals,in this
case sheep.

The article continuesé@

Domestic rams were used as an animal model for this
research because thegisplay distinct, natural variations in
sexual attraction, making them valuable in studying the
biological basis for sexual partne preference. Previous
studies documented that approximately 6 percent to 8
percent of domestic rams court and mate with otherams
exclusively®

4 Oregon Health Science & University (OHSU) News Release Nove mber 4, 2002, ABr air
Di fferences in Sheep Linked to Sexual Partner Prefe
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Yes, both ntersexualsand samesex pair bonds throughout the animal
kingdom serve as biological examples of what is natural and what
occurs in nature. And,eunuchsii b or n t Iserve asoildioalo
examples of deviations from the arm in nature. Thus, God accounts
for exceptions tosupposedrules of gender and sexual orientatiomoth
naturally (that is, biologically) and scripturally.

From a biological standpoint, the presence or absence of genitals is a

state of nature; and gender is a state of mind. These combined states

areul ti mately responsible for an indivi
the homosexual orientation is a perverted instinct, then yobhave made
heterosexuality a lawunto-itself (or, universal law), which law is

contradictory to the full spectrum of what occurs in nature. Indeed,

such an absolute fails to take into consideration the myriad departures

in nature that deviate fromthe noompormdef i ned her e as At h
occurs most f r dajsucetake ihtoyconsiderationt al s o
spiritual law, which statesin Galatians 3:28that in Christ there is

neither fAmal@® nor female

Through science as well as scripture, weow know that: 1) intersexuals

are fiborn that way, 0 2) xclusivelynath s t hat
ot her ani mals of the samwh@sosnex are fibo
eunuchs as Christ Jesus saidare fiborn that way.0 Shoul d we den
existence of any of these? No, of course not!

A

Given the context of idolatry and pagansexual ritual orgies that

included group sex as well as sex without commitment, Chagat One of

Paul 6s Epi st | erefdrring td what is,Rncessannespirituad
adultery. Spiritual adultery should be foreign and repugnant tothe

children of God: 1) because @d hates idolatry; and, 2) ecause, as
stated i n Hebr e wequirégs3nonbgamdbsayenant tiesd e a |
between individuals before they consummate their unissexually |

will say more concerning this ideain Chapter Four of this book.

InRomans 1 2 7, It says that the men Adwere
anot her . 0 Does this describe unholy t
unholy union? Of course, it does! Unbridled lust with multiple

partners is sexual obsession and addiction. Depraved or reproleiust

Copyright 2000, 2008, 2010y Rev. Joseph Adam Pearson, Ph.D.
Pagell5



Christianity and Homosexuality Reconciled!

is the reduction of any otheri ndi vi dual to an object f
gratification, which is alwayswrong in the eyes of God for

heterosexuals as well as for homosexuals. That people exchanged

committed monogamous relationships forambisexud orgiastic activities

I s indeed depraved, and appropriately

Although you have already read my commentshat the English words
Aconventional o (from (dcies)adhdeek word pt
Aconventiono (from & higshauidbawekbeewor d phy s
used in Romans 1:26 and 27, | would now like to offer further

commentary on the English wordsnature and natural that have often

been used in many Bible translations instead.

For the sake of discussionfil concede that the termsnature and

natural should have been used, thertber the term natural in Romans
1:26 and 1:27only refers to what the Apostle Paul understood of nature
(a limited understanding) or it refers to all of nature, for all time, in dl
situations and circumstances

On the one hand, many (if not mostBible scholars and theologians
would agreet hat a Bi bl e worddés meaning is |
the word at the time that it was usedthat is, its original meaning at the
time). Therefore, if the word natural only refers to what the Apostle
Paul understood of nature,was exposed to, and studied personallthen
it cannot be alkinclusive and, therefore, must not includecontemporary
homosexualdor whom the homosexual orientation is innate or
instinctual. (Foa example,the ApostlePaul was not a naturalist and,
therefore, was not aware ofanimals who exclusively court and sexually
couplewith others of the same sexAnd, the Apostle Paul did not krow
any Christian homosexuals. Te Apostle Paul did not writeabout what
he did not know)

On the other hand, f the English wordsnatural and_nature are all-
inclusive (and refer to all of nature, for all time, in all situations and
circumstances), then the inclusivity itselbpens the door for the
traditionally -inferred meaning in Romans 1:8 and 1:27 to be
counterbalanced by modern scientific contributions to the meaning of
sex, genderand sexual orientation throughan understanding of
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developmental biology and cognitive psychology.

Either way, an intelligent understanding of the homosexual orientation
wins out. To be sure, God does not want us to be stuck on stupidity or
remain in ignorance.

Here, it is important for me to againremind you that there isa

di stincti on -sbeext wheeehna viisoarrse0 and Ahomose
Romantic involvementbetween people of a homosexual orientation are

different from same-sexsexualactivities that may occur between people

of unresolved sexumlevolivada@atnoin.t ol de
their internal conflict or the uncertainty of how theyview themselves

but, rather, to describethat it is indeterminate if the samesexbehaviors

in Chapter One of Romans areébetween obligate homosexuals (that is,

people who hae no choice in their attractior) or betweenheterosexuals

simply involved in ambiseual activity, which includes sex with

everyone and anyone

It i s also important to note that, in
homosexual pair bonding was not an optin for anybody. That it was

not an option colored his interpretat:
Aunnatural , 0 just as the role of womer

his interpretation of roles for women in church leadership. The Apostle
Paul 6s iyeean thegse issties of gender and sex do not have
universal application, because his perspectives must be interpreted in
the historical context of his day.

Concerning the reference to the fAdepras
Romans 1:28, | hope that lifeexperience has already taught you that

God only gives us over to a reprobate mind when we are indulging that

mind to begin with. In other words, the indulgence of sinful addictive

behaviors results in more of the same until, or unless, we consciously

dedde to turn, or return, the reins of all aspects of our lives over to God.

If you have not yet learned that, and if you belong to God, then you

eventually will learn it. Of this, | am certain. Again, God does not turn

us over to what we are not alreadyndulging.

As you seek to understand Scripture, it is important to not onlyead the
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